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Of fice of Environment al Heal th Haza- Assess
Cali fornia Environment al Protection Ar
Environment al Heal t h /

of Synthetic Turf \

August 2016 Update

The California Office of Environmental Health Hazard
Assessment (OEHHA) has provided an update on their s
of the potential health effects associated with the chemig
released from synthetic turf and playground mats contaifi
recycled waste tires. The California Department of Reso‘P
Recycling and Recovery (CalRecycle), which regulates

waste tires in California, has contracted with OEHHA to
the study. The following is a condensed summary of the
update that was recently released.

The study is assessing the potential health
consequences associated with playing on
synthetic turf fields and playground mats.

It is examining athletic fields and playground
mats made from crumb rubber derived from q
recycled waste tires.

exposed, based on their activity and how
often and long they stay on the field.

How exposure to the chemicals varies by
age groups of athletes and bystanders.

Parts of the study include: il gﬂoo(;/;mjeizg; of chemicals from turf into
f Identifying and measuring chemicals - . .
released from crumb rubber and artificial T EXS\%?:;gftzﬁeﬁizczrlgsrgggégg'?gomg;lcj?]!
grass blades in indoor/outdoor fields This includes examining the wavs that i
and playground mats throughout CA. . . 9 yS
) sensitive populations, such as children,
f How weather affects synthetic turf. may be more vulnerable to chemicals
i Monitor particulate matter and specific released from synthetic turf fields.
chemicals that can be inhaled. 1 Developing a study protocol for measur-
9 Determine the size distribution of the ing chemicals from synthetic turf in urine
collected particulate matter. or other bodily fluids of athletes, or using
f Evaluate exposures to chemicals released ~ Personal monitors worn by athletes.

These studies could take place after

from crumb rubber and synthetic grass J
completion of the current study.

blades through inhalation, swallowing, and

skin contact. ) ;
OEHHA has extended the project completion|

date to mid2019. For more information go
to: Environmental Health Study of Synthetic
Turf - August 2016 Update

This includes consideration of:

9 The extent to which individuals (for
example athletes and bystanders) are

http://oehha.ca.gov/media/downloads/fags/turfstudyfactsheet082016.pdf
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If you think you have it
tough when it comes to

think again!
By Jim Novak

Back in the 194006s, 5006s and e
turfgrass was far more labor intensive than it is today. Thanks to
innovative technology, sod harvesting mechanization and many
other advancements, the industry has changed dramatically,
increasing productivity while reducing labor costs considerably.

While no one is suggesting that turfgrass farming is an easy
business, itds far better than

If by chance you need any convincing just consider Bouasavanh
Landscape Design in Phonesavath Neua Village, Vientiane, Lao:s.
They provide turfgrass sod to residential homeowners, and they
have a reputation that suggests they do a pretty good job but
the way they harvest their tur-
they cut their turfgrass by hand.

https://www.facebook.com/btgrass/videos/769949276377994/
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