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PRESIDENT’S TURF
Sod Family and Friends,

TPI Board of Trustees
Linda
Pittillo Bradley

“A Time for Everything” is the title of Ecclesiastes 3. This scripture is
quoted for many different reasons throughout our lives, most recently during
the season of graduation. It covers every activity under the heavens. I am
blessed to serve at this time as we celebrate 50 fabulous years for TPI! We
will have a time to laugh, dance and embrace!
A time to speak: Communicating through words isn’t always easy,
especially from a very expressive person like me. Clearness of thought is
valued in my heart. My husband laughs and says, ‘If your hands are tied
behind your back, can you still talk?’ In school, I always enjoyed math more
than English, thus I’ve been a little nervous about writing these articles,
letters, and more. It seems that it’s my time, not only to speak, but to listen,
gather, mend and build!

A time to plant: This issue is dedicated to seed and vegetative stock for
turfgrass. Farmers know that without planting, there is no harvest.
Without scattering there is no time to gather! Experiencing a growing crop
is very satisfying for our toil; this is a gift of God. In this issue you can gain
information and knowledge about new seeds/sprigs/stock and some that
made the 50 & Fabulous list! At our annual conference this past February,
there was a panel session presented by Duane Klundt, Jessica Green, John
Rector, Nancy Aerni and Sharon Davidson called “Understanding Seed
Test Reports and Interpreting Seed Labels” and can be viewed online at the
TEC-Turfgrass Educational Center via our webpage.
A time to search: Direction is needed to make sure we get where we want
to go for today and tomorrow. At our spring board meeting not only did we
complete Strategic Planning, but we also outlined a process for searching for
our Executive Director. We are certain that as a group, our main goal is to
educate and promote the value of natural turfgrass! Our contact information
is to the right, we are here to serve! It is time to plant for future generations;
we will keep you informed of our search.
Many people stop reading before they get to the end of Ecclesiastes 3, the last
verse reads: “So I saw there was nothing better for a person than to enjoy
their work, because that is their lot. For who can bring them to see what will
happen after them?” (Ecclesiastes 3:22, NIV) I am extremely grateful for the
leadership before me who planted a fabulous harvest! So my prayer is that we
enjoy this “50 & Fabulous” year because I am fifty-(2) too (Big smile from
me for this pun) and very blessed to be the President of a Fabulous group of
folk known as Turfgrass Producers International! As one of my mentors, Bob
Weerts, would say, “pitter patter let’s get at ‘er,” it’s time!

Blessings,
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S TURF
TPI—Meaningful Impressions
Sandy Reynolds

As a twenty-two year veteran of the association
management industry I have had the opportunity to work
with a good number of associations both large and small
over the years. The clients I have served reflect a wide
spectrum of unrelated industries and such a diversified mix
of clients has provided me with the opportunity to meet
assorted professionals including independent distributors,
franchise owners, small business owners, officers and
employees of major corporations, successful entrepreneurs,
etc. While each association is different in any number of
ways, they all have one common denominator, they all
strive to serve their members as best they can and provide
the service and support that will make their members
learn, prosper and grow.

...they all strive to serve their
members as best they can and
provide the service and support
that will make their members learn,
prosper and grow.

So what, if anything, is different about TPI from these
other associations? Their goals and mission statement, with
the exception of a few thoughtful words, are somewhat
similar. Much like TPI they all have a commitment to
their members. And like TPI they use due diligence to
keep operating expenses within reason while maximizing
the benefits they strive to provide.

Having had the opportunity to
serve TPI over the last eight years
my very ﬁrst impression of the
members remains a lasting one—it
is the character of the people. TPI
members really are a family.
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Having had the opportunity to serve TPI over the last
eight years my very first impression of the members
remains a lasting one—it is the character of the people.
TPI members really are a family. Sure, it may sound
cliché, but there is a closeness and caring within TPI
that sets it apart from so many other associations. Over
the years I have seen members reach out to warmly greet
new members and make them feel welcomed. I have
seen friendships develop and grow into warm and caring
relationships. TPI members often travel and vacation
together. Their families grow together. And time and time
again I have seen members reach out during a time of need
to help one another.
When Chip and Shari Lain of Pine Island Turf Nursey in
Pine Island, NY, saw their farm devastated by Hurricane
Irene and submerged under as much as six feet of water
they received calls of support. Chip reported that his phone
rang every day with calls of advice and concern over how
they were doing. Chip would later write, “The tremendous
support we have received from our TPI friends has been
inspirational.” When Bob Weerts of Blue Valley Sod
Farm in Winnebago, MN, suffered a fire a TPI member
manufacturer provided him with a harvester so he could
continue to harvest while insurance claims were being
filed. And most recently, when Charlie Oliver of Oliver
Sod Farms in Macomb, Michigan, suffered a heart attack,
fellow competitor and TPI member, Gary Kogelmann,
of nearby Kogelmann’s Creek-Side Sod Farm, made
arrangements to harvest Charlie’s sod so the farm could
meet the orders Charlie had to fill.
These are just a few of the many stories that leave a
meaningful impression on what sets TPI apart from other
associations. As a TPI member you are surrounded by
friends and families who care about you and your family.
Sure, we all have businesses to run but in the end it’s really
all about family, both your own and your extended family
known as TPI.
Until next time,
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TPI NEWS
WHAT’S HAPPENING NOW
2017 IS TPI’S 50TH ANNIVERSARY!
This issue and future issues of Turf News will take you on a journey through the decades as we celebrate
the past 50 years and plan for the next 50.

TPI MEMBERSHIP DUES
Don’t delay – Payment must be received no later than July 31 to secure your company’s listing in the 2017
Membership Directory.

FARM CHALLENGE
Have you taken Louis & Ginger Brooking up on their farm challenge to help TPI celebrate our ﬁrst Fabulous
50 years? Details on page 43.

LOOKING AHEAD
During the week of August 22, we will be mailing the new login and password to all members allowing
access to the “Members Only” section of the TPI website.

TPI EVENTS
Take advantage of networking and educational opportunities at these TPI events.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR
TPI 2017 International Education Conference & Field Day
Celebrating TPI's 50th Anniversary
February 20-23, 2017 in Tampa, Florida – USA
Saddlebrook Resort
Field Day Host: SMR Farms, LLC
Save this date and plan to celebrate 50 years with us! It will be a celebration to remember!
The TPI conferences and conventions provide you with an opportunity to meet with turfgrass professionals
from around the world, and include education sessions, business meetings, exhibits, live equipment
demonstrations and social activities. There is something for every professional in the industry at this TPI event.

WHAT TO KNOW
Did you know that TPI members can view pictures from past conventions
and conferences on Smug Mug?
Visit: www.tpiphotos.smugmug.com/ to take a journey down memory lane.

6

TPI Turf News July/August 2016

TPI NEWS
DESIGN A T-SHIRT TO CELEBRATE TPI'S 50th ANNIVERSARY
Contest is open to all TPI members, their families and employees!
How would you like to see everyone wearing your t-shirt design at TPI’s 50th Anniversary Celebration in
Tampa, Florida, this February? All TPI members, their families and their employees are invited to submit
their design ideas to TPI by October 14, 2016.
The winning entry will be featured on t-shirts at TPI’s
International Education Conference & Field Day in
Tampa, FL, on February 20-23, 2017.
Be creative. Use your imagination. Make it a family
event. Come up with a graphic illustration or word art
that captures the spirit of TPI as we celebrate our 50th
Anniversary. You don’t have to be a great artist to enter.
The winning entry, if need be, will be rendered by a
professional graphic artist. Submit your ideas to TPI at
info@TurfGrassSod.org or mail them to:
Turfgrass Producers International
2 E. Main Street, East Dundee, IL 60118 USA

URGENT: DUES RENEWAL DEADLINE IS JULY 31, 2016
Secure your company’s listing in the 2016-2017 Membership Directory.
Payment must be received no later than July 31. Payments can be faxed or mailed to the TPI ofﬁce or pay
your dues on line using PayPal (you do not have to have a PayPal account to use this service).
If you have not received your dues statement, contact Geri Hannah at 847-649-5555 Ext. 100 or
ghannah@TurfGrassSod.org.

ATTENTION SOD PRODUCERS WITH SECONDARY FARMS
Ensure that your local customers
can ﬁnd you.
Turfgrass producers who own and operate
multiple farm locations can purchase a
membership for their secondary farms for
only $150. Secondary farm locations will
receive the same beneﬁts as primary locations
including Turf News and a separate listing
online and in the TPI Member Directory.
Customers use the online listing to search
by postal code, so be sure to list all of your
locations to secure their business.

TPI Turf News July/August 2016
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THANK YOU
TURFGRASS PRODUCERS INTERNATIONAL
WISHES TO THANK THE 2015-2016 VOLUNTEERS
These members have donated their time to serve the
organization and to bring innovative products and
programs to you:

CONFERENCE & EDUCATION WORKING GROUP

PUBLIC RELATIONS WORKING GROUP

Kurt Vanclief, Chair – Willowlee Sod Farms Ltd.
Wade Wilbur – Sod Shop Farms
Jason Nugent – Harmony Outdoor Brands
Andy Zeigler - Ideal Turf, Inc.
Duane Klundt –Grassland Oregon
Ryan Thomas – Thomas Bros. Grass LLC
Hank Kerfoot – Modern Turf, Inc.

Linda Moyer, Chair – Sod Solutions
Scott Sipes, Vice Chair – All Seasons Grass, Inc.
Helen Albrightson - NG Turf
David Bradley – The Turfgrass Group
Linda Bradley – Turf Mountain Sod
David Doguet - Doguet Ventures
Jimmy Fox – Evergreen Turf, Inc.
Mike Kenna - USGA Green Section
Ronni Zeigler - Ideal Turf, Inc.

MEMBERSHIP WORKING GROUP
Ian True, Chair – Trebro Manufacturing, Inc.
Clark Bell, Vice Chair – Aqua Yield
Johnny Trandem – Ostfold Gress AS
David Bradley – The Turfgrass Group
Erin Wilder – Sod Solutions
Hugh Dampney – ECO Turf

NOMINATING COMMITTEE
Eddie Keeven, Jr., Chair – Emerald View Turf Farm
Bob Weerts – Blue Valley Sod, Inc.
Linda Bradley - Turf Mountain Sod, Inc.
Greg Skotnicki - Manderley Turf Products Inc.
Ben Copeland, Jr. – Patten Seed Co./Super Sod

THE LAWN INSTITUTE THANKS THE FOLLOWING FOR THEIR COMMITTEE WORK IN 2015-2016
FUNDRAISING COMMITTEE

RESEARCH COMMITTEE

Nancy Aerni, Chair – Turf Merchants Inc.
Angel Lopez, Vice Chair – TAMANET USA
Doug Lechlider – Laytonsville Landscaping, Inc.
John Rector – Barenbrug USA
Jason Pooler – Tri-Turf Sod Farms, Inc.
Eric Heuver – Eagle Lake Professional Landscape Supply
Gerry Brouwer – Brouwer Kesmac
Ben Copeland, Sr. – Patten Seed Co./Super Sod
David Bradley – The Turfgrass Group
Ali Dover – Bucyrus Equipment Company, Inc.
Hank Kerfoot – Modern Turf, Inc.

Duane Klundt, Chair – Grassland Oregon
Mike Pope, Vice Chair – Harmony Outdoor Brands
John Sorochan – University of Tennessee
Brian Horgan – University of Minnesota
Mike Kenna – USGA
Kevin Morris – National Turfgrass Federation
Mike Richardson – University of Arkansas
Steve Griffen – Saratoga Sod

SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE
Jenny Carritt – RTF Turf Producers Association
Ron Schiedel – Greenhorizons Group
Christiaan Arends – Barenbrug
Jack Hall, Ph.D.
Jay McCurdy – Mississippi State University
Greg DeBuck – DeBuck’s Sod Farms of NY, Inc.
Hugh Dampney – ECO Turf
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Thank You to All TLI 2016 Donors
The Lawn Institute sincerely thanks all members that have donated to The Foundation in the 2016 calendar year. In
recognition of the Forever Green, Green Partner and 500 Club members, the lists below recognize those who have
donated as of June 1, 2016:

FOREVER GREEN

LEGACY GIVING

Modern Turf—Hank and Mary Kerfoot

GREEN PARTNER

$1,000-$4,999

Biograss Sod Farm—Warren Bell
Brouwer Kesmac—Eric Brouwer
Bucyrus Equipment Company, Inc.—Steven Dover
Coombs Sod Farms, LLC—John Coombs
Emerald View Turf Farm—Eddie Keeven, Jr.

Jasperson Sod—Randy Jasperson
NG Turf—Aaron McWhorter
Texas Sod Leasing—Bubba Simons
Trebro Manufacturing Inc.—Gregg Tvetene
Turf Merchants Inc.—Nancy Aerni

500 CLUB

$500-$999

A-1 Turf Farm—Doyle Anderton
All Seasons Grass, Inc.—Irene Gavranovic-Sipes
Bethel Farms—Will Nugent
Blue Valley Sod, Inc.—Bob Weerts
BP Turf—Brad Pack
Chickasha Sod & Grass Farm— Oscar Nelson
Coosa Valley Turf Farms, LLC—Tom Wolf
Eagle Lake Professional Landscape Supply—Eric Heuver
Evergreen Turf, Inc.—Jeff Nettleton
Evergreen Turf, Inc.—Jimmy Fox
Green Acres Turf Farm— Gary Youmans

Heritage Turf, Inc.—Ron Nixon
Jacklin Seed—Dr. Doug Brede
Landmark Turf & Native Seed—Larry Humphreys
Laytonsville Landscaping, Inc.— Doug Lechlider
Modern Turf—Hank Kerfoot
Oregon Turf & Tree Farms—Tom DeArmond
Patten Seed/Super Sod—Ben Copeland, Sr.
Pine Island Turf Nursery, Inc.—Chip Lain
Saratoga Sod Farm, Inc.— Steve Griffen
SelecTurf Inc.—Jim Keeven
Sod Solutions—Tobey Wagner
Somerset Seed & Sod, Inc.—Andy Hutchison
TAMANET USA—Angel Lopez
The Turfgrass Group, Inc.—Bill Carraway
Turf Mountain Sod— Linda Bradley
Turf Mountain Sod— Fred Pittillo
Zander Sod Co. Limited— Claus Zander

Support TLI
There are now three donation levels for the generous supporters of TLI. For more information go to http://www.thelawninstitute.org/
and click on SUPPORT TLI..

Forever Green-Legacy Giving

Coming September
ember 1

For more information go to www.TheLawnInstitute.org/page/forevergreen/
Visit TheLawnInstitute.org to make your donations for 2016!

The 2017 Dr. Henry
enry W. Indyk Scholarship

PERSONALIZE THE NEXT PAGE

(Helpful Hints from The Lawn Institute) and insert your company’s business address and contact information by
going to http://www.TheLawnInstitute.org/pages/helpful-hints-from-the-lawn-institute/ to access The Lawn Institute’s
easy-to-use template. You can then print and share this information with your customers—it’s free!
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WATERING DIFFICULT AREAS
For areas under and near trees, you need to know the
water requirements for the specific trees as well as for the
turfgrass. Despite having deep "anchor" roots, trees take
up moisture and nutrients from the top 6 inches (15 cm)
of soil—the same section of the soil used by turfgrass
roots. Thus the trees and turfgrass will compete for water.
Watering sufficiently for the grass may over water some
varieties of trees and under water others. Core aeration,
the use of a surfactant, and the same methods of slow,
small area irrigation used for slopes may work to resolve
these issues in some situations.

Watering difficult areas requires special attention to
achieve maximum benefit and a beautiful lawn. Proper
watering practices improve the quality of your lawn,
provide important environmental benefits, and save you
money. Because water is a valuable resource, it should be
used as efficiently as possible.
Sloped sections of the lawn can be difficult to manage
during irrigation. Depending on the degree of slope,
runoff may occur before the soil is adequately moist. To
conserve water and ensure even irrigation, stop watering if
runoff begins. Wait 30 minutes to an hour and then restart
watering. Repeat this process as needed to soak the soil to
a depth of 4 to 6 inches (10–15 cm).
Some sloping areas may require use of a specialized
sprinkler, drip irrigation or a soaker hose. These methods
of irrigation apply water slowly over a small area to reduce
runoff and allow better water penetration into the soil.
These methods also may be used on small areas of the
lawn that are surrounded by hardscape features, next to
buildings or walkways, or otherwise difficult to irrigate
without wasting water.

If not, a common solution is to not plant turfgrass under
the drip-line of trees, instead using that area for other
types of perennial groundcovers or for flower beds or
simply covering it with mulch.
It can be difficult to provide adequate water to corners and
edges of the lawn and areas next to buildings, which are all
exposed to reflected heat. These areas are more vulnerable
to drying out and are easily missed by many sprinklers.
The techniques and irrigation methods recommended for
clay soils may provide the solution for these areas.
In some situations, you also may want to syringe
(water lightly) these areas, using the specialized
irrigation methods, standard sprinklers, or hand
watering, to cool the surface of the turfgrass and/or to
provide additional water as needed.

Clay soils that absorb water very slowly also can be
difficult to irrigate effectively. One technique to improve
water infiltration and percolation is core aeration, which
creates small holes that make it easier for water to move
down into the soil.
A second technique is the use of a surfactant, or wetting
agent, which reduces the surface tension of the water. This
"wetter" water will run more freely into the soil. Apply the
surfactant at the manufacturer's recommended rate.
Combining these techniques can be even more effective. They
also can be used on sloping areas where runoff is a problem.

For more information on lawn care and helpful “How to” tips, visit The Lawn Institute at http://www.TheLawnInstitute.org.
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INTRODUCING YOUR NEW TPI BOARD OF TRUSTEE MEMBERS
Two new TPI Board of Trustees members were elected at the last TPI annual meeting and they ofﬁcially took
ofﬁce on July 1. We are pleased to provide some background information on each of these gentlemen.

TIM WOLLESEN
Tim is the President/Owner of Sales Midwest, Inc. and Diversified Asset Solutions in
Olathe, Kansas. Tim was raised on a farm and went into farming straight out of high school.
Prior to starting Sales Midwest in 1996 (this year marks their 20th anniversary), Tim was in
the lumber industry. It was during this early part of his career that he became familiar with
the Donkey Truck Carried Forklift and developed a lifelong relationship with Ken Ensor of
Quality Corporation. To hear Tim tell it, he was planning to leave the lumber business and
start a new venture in equipment sales and service. Ken invited him to see turf equipment at
TPI’s 1995 Summer Field Day at Todd Valley Farms in Mead, Nebraska. “Being a farm boy,
but not knowing anything about the sod industry at the time, I wondered how big could the
show really be and how much equipment could it possibly take to just grow grass?” Tim says
that going to that first TPI show gave him a real education. When Sales Midwest, Inc. began its business, Donkey Forklift
was their first line of equipment; it was soon followed by Brouwer/Kesmac, Progressive Mowers, Brillion Seeders, First
Products, Master Craft Forklifts and TAMANET. The company also carries a wide range of parts for the products they sell
and they ship new equipment and used equipment all over the world. In 2010 Tim became a certified auctioneer and started
Diversified Asset Solutions/Assetbids.com. The company, unlike many auction sites, specializes in serving the turf industry.
Tim is quick to point out that with the exception of a few TPI shows that were outside the U.S., he has attended every one
since becoming a member in 1997. As for volunteer work, Tim stated, “Probably the most rewarding volunteer work I have
done was as a pilot volunteering my plane and time to fly missions for Angel Flight which is a non-profit organization that
arranges humanitarian and medical flights for adults and children in need. Through Angel Flight I became a First Responder
for Homeland Security and was one of the first pilots in New Orleans when hurricane Katrina hit. I would fly medical
supplies in and patients out. During that time I also flew dignitaries up and down the coast to access damage. That was a very
tense time frame as you just can't imagine the amount of devastation and chaos that was going on.” Tim’s wife Dawn and his
son Colton are his life and he enjoys any time they can spend together traveling, going to the lake or hunting.

MARK H. TRIBBETT
Mark is the President/Farm Manager of JB Instant Lawn, Inc., in Silverton, Oregon,
that also has a second location in Redmond, Washington. The company was founded in
1967 by Paul and Marie Jensen. The farm has been a TPI member since 1970. JB Instant
Lawn is headquartered in the heart of Oregon's Willamette Valley. JB farms grows
nearly 1200 acres of sod and seed, in Oregon and Washington. In addition to growing
turfgrass they do big roll installations. The company also grows and sells hazelnuts to
a local coop/packer and blueberries for another local packer. They also sell packaged
seed under their own label to wholesale and retail markets. Mark got into the turfgrass
business when he married his wife of 27 years, Anne-Marie and he has been actively
involved ever since. In addition to managing the farm, Mark is also a member of the board of directors of Tee-2-Green,
and the Hazelnut Growers of Oregon. He has been a trustee at his community church for the past 5 years. Mark and
Anne-Marie are the proud parents of two daughters, Teresa and Lena, and two boys, Paul and David. Mark enjoys
spending time with his family, participating in outdoor activities, hunting and working on classic cars.
12
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EMBRACING THE FUTURE—
LINDA PITTILLO BRADLEY

The family gathers for a photo during their annual beach vacation (2013).
Standing, back row, left to right: Linda Bradley, David Bradley, Candi and Dave Mains, Wayne Pittillo Knelling, middle row, left to right: Luke Bradley,
Fred Pittillo, Diane Uwamahoro, Colton Pittillo; Seated, left to right: Solari Bradley (Luke’s wife), Merle Pittillo holding Roman Pierson (Wayne Pittillo’s grandson), Sara Bradley holding Mattie Mains, Scarlett Pittillo holding Walker Mains

By Suz Trusty
Editor’s Note: Linda was elected to the
TPI Board of Trustees in 2012. An
article about her and Turf Mountain
Sod, Inc. appeared in the July/August
2014 issue of Turf News. That article is
posted on the TPI website. A brief recap
appears in the sidebar below.
SIDEBAR:
Turf Mountain Sod, Inc. is a
family-owned business located
on their nearly 80 year-old
farm in Hendersonville, NC.
Fred and Merle Pittillo added
TPI Turf News July/August 2016

three acres of sod production
to their dairy operations in 1987
and joined the American Sod
Producers Association (ASPA)
that year. Now, with son Wayne
and daughter Linda, and their
team of 20 employees, they
are farming 425 acres of sod
and approximately 600 acres of
soybeans. Nearly 80 percent of
their sod goes to landscapers,
10 percent to homeowners and
10 percent to golf courses and
sports ﬁelds. Their youngest
daughter, Candi Mains, is a
Second Grade school teacher.

Linda Pittillo Bradley of Turf
Mountain Sod is TPI’s first woman
president. It’s a role she is uniquely
qualified for and one she approaches
with respect and appreciation for
those who formed and nurtured
the association. She’s committed to
building on that legacy to ensure
TPI’s positive impact on the
turfgrass industry. Linda sees TPI’s
Celebration of “50 & Fabulous” as
the strong foundation to cultivate us
into tomorrow.
Family business ties are even stronger
when the business is farming. The
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Family businesses evolve and there
have been changes within Turf
Mountain Sod the past few years.
Fred and Merle have turned it
over to the next generation. Linda
says, “Growing up on the farm and
working together, Wayne and I have
always known each other’s strengths
and weaknesses. Now that we’re
running the farm together, it’s hard
work, but it’s fun. If we can’t get up
each day and make a difference in the
lives of others—what are we doing?”

David and Linda Bradley in the ancient Greek
city, Ephesus, Turkey, while on a mission trip in
March of 2013.

value of hard work grows before
your eyes. The need to preserve the
resources that produce the crop
is ever apparent; the source of it,
the created world, is in your care.
Combine that with a shared, Biblebased faith focused on walking the
walk in family, business, the church,
the community, and far beyond—and
you’ll begin to understand the heart
of Linda Bradley.

Growth and Change
Linda graduated from Appalachian
State University in 1986 with a double
major, marketing and management.
She and David, who also grew up in a
family farming business, married on
June 28, 1986, and recently celebrated
their 30th Anniversary.

David will celebrate his one year
anniversary with The Turfgrass Group
on August 1, 2016. Linda says, “If
I could write a job description for
David; this would be his job. He gets
to be on sod farms, with sod farmers,
and sell grasses he’s excited about, like
TIFTUF Bermuda, TifGrande and
Zeon Zoysia.”
David and Linda’s adult children,
Luke and Sara, grew up in the family
business. Luke, who earned his
MBA, has opted for similar offthe-farm experience and is gaining
insight in his position with Asheville
Eye Associates. In 2014, Luke
married Solari Garren, who teaches
high school math. Sara is currently
working part-time in the business
and will marry Daniel Smith in
January of 2017. She’ll graduate next
May with a double major in Spanish

“I worked away from the farm for over
eight years after college,” says Linda.
“Allstate Insurance gave me excellent
training and background for owning
our own business and understanding
the boundaries of balanced customer
service. My Mama has always been
one of the hardest working ladies
I’ve ever known.” In 1995, at Fred’s
request, Linda joined her parents,
Fred and Merle; brother Wayne; and
husband David; in Turf Mountain.

Linda shares the benefits of turfgrass with third
graders as they spread out on the grass during
their tour of Turf Mountain Sod.

University, while working part-time
at a local care facility.

Rock-Solid Faith
Linda closes her emails with Blessings,
followed by God is Love (1 John
4:16), a reminder for her and a gentle
outreach to others. Her compassion
and enactment of the Golden Rule
is reflected in all she does, including
the mission work she and David
share. This work includes trips to
Kurdistan and Turkey, and 25 years of
taking groups of up to 120 from local
churches on trips in the U.S.

Linda and Merle Pittillo enjoying the harbor
during TPI’s 2015 International Education
Conference & Field Day in San Diego.

Solari and Luke Bradley exchange wedding vows
on the beautiful sod covering the parking lot.
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and Linguistics. Also, Diane
Uwamahoro from Rwanda lives with
the Bradley family and is taking
on-line classes through Liberty

During challenging times, she
gains strength from the messages of
Ecclesiastes 3 and Romans 8:28. Then
she turns her abundant energies to
the tasks at hand, seeking to serve the
Lord in all she does as she embraces
the future, whatever it may hold.
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What Others Say:
“The story of our ﬁrst meeting says
a lot about Linda Bradley and her
hospitality. Being from the West,
my ﬁrst exposure to the South
came about 20 years ago. I was the
new sales guy, yet Linda and David
would not let me stay in a hotel.
They took me into their home—and
introduced me to grits.
Linda is one of the most genuine
people I know. She does so much
for her church. She takes kids in,
and makes her home a recreational
center and safe place for them. She
goes way beyond the call of duty,
looking out for the best interests of
her community and her industry,
putting their good ahead of her
own. She always keeps going; a
real-life energizer bunny. She’s a
great mom, a great wife, a great
boss; and a great friend.”
Angel Lopez
National Sales Manager for
TAMANET (USA)

Linda Bradley running alongside an Oliver tractor preparing for the parade of vintage equipment at
TPI’s 2012 Field Day at Turf Mountain Sod. Photo by Jim Novak

enough for others. She loves people
in a big way—her family, church
family, employees, community, and
those she encounters in the mission
ﬁeld. She and her husband—you
can’t say Linda without saying
David—have taken people into their
home and share whatever they
have with just about anybody.
As Pastor of their church for
25 years, and now as Director
of Missions for 54 churches in
Henderson County, I have traveled
literally thousands of miles with
them. We’ve gone to Chile for a
wedding; and to central Asia and
across much of the U.S. to serve on
mission trips that have us working
together from early morning into
the night. We’ve seen each other in
some of our best times and in some
of our worst and I’ve been blessed
by their friendship through it all.”
Dr. Michael Smith
Director of Missions for the
Carolina Baptist Association

Sod harvested during the 2012 Field Day at
Turf Mountain Sod was donated to Henderson
County Habitat for Humanity. (Houston
Habitat for Humanity was the recipient of the
sod harvested at All Seasons Turf Grass after
the Field Day in February 2016.)
Photo by Jim Novak

“If I had to pinpoint what makes
Linda tick it’s probably what she
saw and heard at an early age,
especially from her paternal
grandmother, Mattie Pittillo. Mattie
was one of the most genuine
Christians that I’ve ever known in
how she treated people and loved
people. That impacted Linda. She’s
a dynamo who can’t seem to do
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“Linda Bradley, there are not
enough words to praise that young
lady. I think of her as the redheaded
ball of ﬁre. We’ve run so many
miles together. I’m so proud of her
being TPI president.
I knew her dad, Fred Pittillo, ﬁrst. I
met Linda when she came to help
him at one of the nursery shows
and she just ﬁt right in—like she’d
always been there. Fred is just
beaming about her all the time.
Being around them you have
this really good feeling and they
brought that feeling into all the
shows. The nursery business is so

Linda and Miss Lou Ballew at the North
Carolina Nursery & Landscape Association
Trade Show. Miss Lou, now retired from
Oakland Plantation, called her position, “ jack of
all trades,” while others felt the more appropriate
title was “First Lady of Sod.”

much about family, with two, three
or more generations working in the
business. We’re all in it together
and we all care about each other.
Linda is pretty; she’s very
intelligent; if she sees something
that needs doing she just does it.
She’s wonderful to talk to, always
welcoming people who want
to chat; yet she’s very efﬁcient,
managing her time well so she
takes care of her projects, too.
And she knows how to have a
good time. Anybody that knows
Linda can count her as one of their
blessings. I do.”
Miss Lou Ballew
Retired Jack of all Trades
Oakland Plantation
Suz Trusty is co-editor of
Turf News.
All photos courtesy of Linda Pittillo
Bradley, unless otherwise attributed.
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For 112 years, golf wasn’t a part of the Olympics.
When it was time, Zeon Zoysia grass was the choice.
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To ﬁnd a licensed Zeon Zoysia producer near you
call (830) 276-4455 or visit DoguetVentures.com
TPI Turf News July/August 2016

NEW VARIETY PREVIEW
Here are new varieties that your supplier member companies are introducing for your consideration.

ALKALIGRASS
SeaSalt Alkaligrass is a salt tolerant
grass with ﬁne leaf texture and good
color. SeaSalt is excellent for use on
soils with high pH and salinity levels.
It is ideal where reclaimed or efﬂuent
water is used. Columbia Seeds

BENTGRASS

Flagstick creeping bentgrass (SRP1WM) was developed for superior
dollar spot resistance over multiple
years and locations in both fairway
and greens trials. It is a versatile
variety with high density and rapid
tillering to keep out Poa annua.
The high performance makes for
lower expenses on fairways, tees or
greens. Flagstick is the result of 20
years of research, ﬁrst at Michigan
State and later in cooperation with
Seed Research of Oregon. The long
term development insures Flagstick
will have superior performance
wherever it is planted on the course.
Seed Research of Oregon

Musket Colonial bentgrass (Breeder
Code: PPG-AT-104) has good color
and superior turf quality. It exhibits
quick spring green-up, improved
summer performance and excellent
brown patch resistance. Seed will be
available in the fall of 2016. Mountain
View Seeds

Puritan (Exp. PSG-NBC or PSG
7NBC) Colonial bentgrass (Agrostis
capillaris) demonstrates excellent
performance under reduced fertility
and can be used for low maintenance
lawns and golf courses. Puritan
Colonial bentgrass shows superior
Brown Patch resistance, stress
tolerance and high density. The wear
tolerance of Puritan at fairway height
of cut is superior to most creeping
bentgrasses. It stays green longer in
the fall than creeping bentgrass and
greens up earlier in the spring. The
bright green color blends well with ﬁne
fescues for low maintenance turf on
golf course tees and fairways, home
lawns and parks. Seed Research of
Oregon, Pickseed, and DLF

Vitagreen (PSG PC2) velvet bentgrass
has superior turf quality combined
with the high density and ﬁne leaf
texture of velvet bentgrasses. Vitagreen
demonstrates fast establishment
and excellent low maintenance
performance after establishment. It
is darker green than previous velvet
bentgrass, retains color into the fall and
greens up early in the spring. Vitagreen
is cold and snow mold resistant for
superior Northern performance,
including Scandinavia. Vitagreen is
very wear tolerant for greens and
other uses. Seed Research of Oregon,
Pickseed, DLF

BERMUDAGRASS

Piranha creeping bentgrass (Breeder
Code: DC-1) is a drought tolerant,
deep-rooted variety that tolerates
high heat conditions. It exhibits
both brown patch and dollar spot
resistance and maintains excellent
turf quality. Seed will be available in
the fall of 2016. Mountain View Seeds
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North Shore SLT™ Seeded
Bermudagrass is the newest release
from Pure Seed Testing, marketed
by Atlas Turf International and Pure
Seed. Introduced in 2015, this elite
seeded bermudagrass with mediumﬁne leaf texture was speciﬁcally

selected for salt tolerance. North
Shore SLT features improved
drought and heat tolerance, quick
establishment and exceptional
wear tolerance. With dark green
color, North Shore SLT offers early
spring green-up and longer fall
color retention. Well-suited for golf
course tees, roughs, and fairways,
sports ﬁelds, parks, lawns, and soil
stabilization projects, North Shore
SLT is adapted to the transition zone
and subtropical and tropical climates.
Pure Seed

TIFTUF™ was selected for its superior
drought and wear tolerance. Bred in
1992 at the University of Georgia’s
(UGA) Tifton Campus, it was one of
27,700 experimental bermudagrass
genotypes. From 1999 through 2001,
the 90 most promising genotypes
were evaluated under deﬁcit
irrigation. TIFTUF maintained its
quality and green color the longest.
Continuing drought testing in 2011
by the UGA research team, led by
Dr. Wayne Hanna and Dr. Brian
Schwartz, established that TIFTUF
requires 38 percent less water than
Tifway. Further testing in 19 droughtstress trials; two sports ﬁeld wear
tolerance trials; and four irrigated,
non-stress trials at UGA, The
University of Florida, North Carolina
State University, Oklahoma State
University and Texas A&M, as part of
the Federal Specialty Crop research
initiative (SCri) grant, established
TIFTUF as the university research
standard for drought tolerance
evaluation. TIFTUF was entered in
the 2013-2017 NTEP bermudagrass
trials in 20 U.S. locations. Results
in 2014 reveal it scored the highest
quality ratings at sites in seven states
and in the highest statistical group
for quality in six others. Fine textured
and dense, TiFTUF exhibits superior
wear tolerance, early spring greenup, excellent fall color retention and
extremely rapid grow-in, delivering
truly superior performance,
aesthetics and sustainability.
The Turfgrass Group
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KENTUCKY BLUEGRASS
Blue Devil a superior product for
golf courses, sod production, sports
ﬁelds and residential properties.
Currently Blue Devil is sold in the
United States and China by Columbia
Seeds. It is sold as Praﬁn in the
EU exclusively by Semillas Fito.
Columbia River Seed

Aramintha Kentucky bluegrass (PP
10847) is a Limousine-type Kentucky
bluegrass. It demonstrates extreme
wear tolerance in all seasons with
aggressive repair of any damage.
Aramintha has very high density all
seasons which contributes to low
Poa annua invasion. With superior
summer patch and stem rust
resistance it persists in a broad range
of environments. It establishes fast
and has high living ground cover
Jackrabbit Kentucky bluegrass (PSTacross the areas where bluegrass is
K10-106D) jumps out of the ground
adapted. DLF
and starts spreading. This makes
it ideal for sod growers and sports
ﬁelds and desirable for the average
homeowner. A Julia-type Kentucky
bluegrass, Jackrabbit is superior
for wear tolerance and recovery.
Jackrabbit has excellent turf quality
under all maintenance regimes,
Barserati Kentucky Bluegrass:
but excels under low maintenance
Tested as Bar Pp110358, Barserati
and in high stress environments.
has featured excellent overall
Jackrabbit has a dark green color,
performance in the current KB NTEP which it retains into the winter, and
trials. Following in the footsteps of
has early spring green-up. This cool
recent Barenbrug KB introductions,
season growth helps reduce Poa
Barserati has performed
annua invasion. It demonstrates
exceptionally well in the most
high resistance to a broad range of
difﬁcult KB areas; the Transition/
diseases, including summer patch,
Mid-Atlantic/and Southeast
dollar spot, leaf spot, crown rust and
Zones. With exceptionally strong
stem rust. DLF
resistance to summer patch and
rust, Barserati’s fast establishment
and overall turf quality will make
it a sod grower’s dream. It’s the
perfect bluegrass component for any
sod mixture: exceptional medium
green color, perfect bluegrass
Mazama, our new Kentucky
texture and uniformity, quick spring
bluegrass, is ranking #1 in the current
green-up, and it’s a strong seed
NTEP trial for both summer patch
producer. Available September 2016. resistance and shade tolerance!
Barenbrug USA
Tested as A04-74, it was developed at
Rutgers University. It is an excellent
summer performer under severe
summer stress, and will persist
indeﬁnitely under demanding
turfgrass conditions. Mazama is a
low growing cultivar that requires
less frequent mowing than most
other bluegrasses. It is classiﬁed

Blue Devil Kentucky bluegrass
exhibits similar traits to all of the
sub-compact midnight type family
as an improved “America” type
of varieties. Current data shows
variety. Vista Seed Partners, LLC
Blue Devil excels in this area and
produces elite quality turf. Blue Devil
has strong overall disease resistance.
Its ability to perform well under
trafﬁc and accept a ½-inch cut makes
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My Holiday Lawn™ Kentucky
bluegrass is the revolutionary new
release from Jacklin Seed. After
decades of breeding selections
aimed at ﬁnding a very compact
canopy that also upholds the Jacklin
reputation for top-quality turf
performance, My Holiday Lawn is
causing turf producers to take notice.
With My Holiday Lawn, you can
enjoy a holiday between mowings,
while others have to constantly mow
during the summer growing seasons.
When compared side-by-side with
common and other improved type
Kentucky bluegrass under reduced
mowing conditions, My Holiday Lawn
stands out for its ability to maintain
a dense, dark green, naturally
low-growing turf. You can see the
difference and that’s why we are
recommending My Holiday Lawn be
installed as sod. The goal is to get
as close to 100% pure My Holiday
Lawn to enjoy the reduced mowing
attributes it brings. As maintenance
budgets get tighter, the ability to
reduce mowings and save the costs
associated with it, makes My Holiday
Lawn an easy choice to make. Seed it
to believe it! Jacklin Seed by Simplot

Pivot is the best Kentucky
Bluegrass for athletic ﬁeld seeding
and sodding! [Experimental
# PST-K8-66 (Poa pratensis)]
Superior seedling vigor and sod
tensile strength, even at mowing
heights as low as 0.5 inches, Pivot
has achieved the highest ratings
for early spring green-up, and is
highly tolerant of high trafﬁc. Pivot
recovers and ﬁlls in bare spots
quickly and has superior disease
resistance, especially to the turf
diseases that manifest themselves
during times of summer stress.
Pivot is well adapted across the
United States, scoring a perfect
3, in the Northeast, North Central,
Intermountain and the Paciﬁc NW.
Pivot is rated dark-green in color.
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KENTUCKY BLUEGRASS
Pivot exhibits very good heat
tolerance, good drought tolerance,
good shade tolerance, good winter
color and superior tolerance to soil
salinity and low fertility. Pivot’s
disease resistance is excellent,
scoring the highest ratings for
melting out, leaf spot, powdery
mildew, stripe smut, Fusarium
blight, dollar spot, stem rust, stripe
rust, Pythium blight and red thread.
Pivot Kentucky Bluegrass has
exhibited excellent turf quality
in Adelphia, NJ, Rolesville, NC,
Camarillo, CA, and Hubbard,
Oregon. Pivot Kentucky Bluegrass
can be maintained at a low cutting
height of 1.25 inches, making it
an ideal Kentucky Bluegrass for
athletic ﬁelds.
Jonathan Green & Sons, Inc./
Cascade International Seed Co.

Waterworks Kentucky bluegrass
is an inspired development in the
advancement of Kentucky bluegrass
as a species. Waterworks has been
qualiﬁed by the Turfgrass Water
Conservation Alliance (TWCA) as
being signiﬁcantly more drought
tolerant than most Kentucky
bluegrasses in the market today. Its
high tensile strength and better than
average yields make Waterworks
a perfect choice for any sod blend
where bluegrasses are adapted. Turf
Merchants, Inc.
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PASPALUM

Pure Dynasty® is the newest seeded
seashore paspalum. Developed by
Pure Seed Testing and marketed
by Atlas Turf International and Pure
Seed, Pure Dynasty is technically
advanced to offer quick germination
and faster establishment. Other
beneﬁts that set Pure Dynasty
apart include tighter density, better
disease resistance, and excellent
salt tolerance. Since its introduction
in 2014, Pure Dynasty has gained
rapid popularity across the globe as
an exceptional seeded turfgrass for
wall-to-wall golf course applications.
With excellent wear tolerance and
stronger overall performance, Pure
Dynasty is also the quality seeded
turfgrass selection for sports ﬁelds,
parks, and infrastructure projects.
Pure Seed

ANNUAL RYEGRASS
Attitude Turf Annual Ryegrass
has fast germination and excellent
southern transition. Attitude has
improved leaf texture, color, and
mowing quality compared to older
turf annuals. Attitude will be less
“stemmy” in the spring and growth
is not as explosive as that of the
older turf annuals. Use it alone or
as a 30% component of a blend with
perennial ryegrass. Columbia Seeds

PERENNIAL RYEGRASS

APR2237
37 Perennial Ryegrass is a top
quality
y grass with a dark green ccolor
and good coverage and density. It is
resistant to disease, including pink
snow mold. It’s a standard variety
for water efﬁciency and drought
tolerance; an excellent choice for arid,
cool-season environments. APR2237
is qualiﬁed by the Turfgrass Water
Conservation Alliance (TWCA) as a
Water Star qualiﬁed grass seed. It’s
a very durable variety that performs
well as permanent turf for home
lawns, parks and athletic ﬁelds, and
golf course fairways and roughs—and
when used in overseeding.
Pennington Seed, Inc.

Deschutes (tested as APR 2280) is a
versatile fast starting new perennial
ryegrass from Vista Seed Partners,
LLC that produces a very attractive
perennial turf surface in the north
and a top quality overseeded turf
surface in the south. It has excellent
drought tolerance, has been shown to
use reduced water amounts, and has
scored well in turf color and quality
in Oregon and New Jersey turf trials.
Vista Seed Partners, LLC
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PERENNIAL RYEGRASS (CONT.)

Evolve Perennial Ryegrass (PST2NKM) has shown excellent turf
performance in the transition and
north central areas of the U.S. Evolve
has a very ﬁne, dense leaf texture
with a medium green color. Evolve
is resistant to gray leaf spot, and will
suppress Poa annua with its dense
growth habit. Evolve also has shown
salt and trafﬁc tolerance in multiple
trials. Evolve will be available in
the fall of 2016. SiteOne Landscape
Supply

Man O' War Perennial Ryegrass is a
next generation ryegrass that was
developed for drought tolerance,
gray leaf spot resistance, and overall
turf quality. Man O'War was selected
under an arid environment, and
will perform well under low inputs
for water and nutrients. It was the
top rated commercial variety for
turf quality in both the 2012 and
2013 Rutgers trials. For the best
performance available today, choose
Man O'War. It was the top ranked
for overall turf quality and gray leaf
spot resistance in the 2013 Rutgers
University trial at the Adelphia, NJ,
site. Man O'War has dark green
genetic color and excellent drought
and heat tolerance, along with very
good mowing qualities. It is a great
performer under lower inputs, with
excellent wear and trafﬁc tolerance.
Man O'War exhibits excellent
seedling vigor and establishment and
very good spring green up. It will be
available in limited quantities in the
fall of 2016.
Lebanon Turf Products
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Nomad 4 Perennial Ryegrass
represents the re-birth of germplasm
preserved from the 1990s that
exhibited pseudo-stolons. This
perennial seed produces very durable
turfgrass which has improved wear
tolerance due to its decumbent
growth habit and increased density.
Nomad 4 is a ﬁne-leaf but medium
dark green turf that is also excellent
for overseeding dormant Bermuda in
high trafﬁc areas. Turf Merchants, Inc.

Outlaw Intermediate Ryegrass
has the growth habit of an annual
ryegrass, but has a more attractive
turf, like a perennial ryegrass. Outlaw
intermediate ryegrass has quick
establishment, enhanced genetic
color, improved mowing quality,
superior disease resistance to leaf
spot and stem rust, and excellent
southern transition. Columbia Seeds

Seabiscuit Perennial Ryegrass is a
next generation ryegrass that was
developed for drought tolerance,
gray leaf spot resistance, and
overall turf quality. Seabiscuit
was selected under an arid
environment, and has met the
stringent metrics of A-LIST trials
under low inputs for water and
nutrients, and no fungicides.
Seabiscuit was top ranked for
overall turf quality and gray leaf
spot resistance in the 2013 trial at
Rutgers University at the Adelphia,
NJ, site. It has medium dark green
genetic color. It exhibits excellent
drought tolerance and is a top
performer under lower inputs.
A-LIST approved! Seabiscuit—
the sustainable choice—will be
available in limited quantities in
the fall of 2016.
Lebanon Turf Products

FINE FESCUE

Gladiator Gladiator Hard Fescue
has semi-dwarf characteristics with
an aggressive crown. It has quick
establishment and great upright
growth. Gladiator has ﬁne leaf
texture and dark green color. NTEP
data will be coming soon.
Columbia Seeds

Ruddy Ruddy strong creeping red
fescue (PSG 5RM) demonstrates
high turf quality with high levels
of endophyte. Ruddy has shown
excellent wear tolerance at all mowing
heights which makes it suitable for
home lawns, fairways, roughs and
parks. With excellent shade tolerance,
Ruddy can be used from full sun
to shade. It has superior winter
hardiness. Ruddy demonstrates high
dollar spot, red thread and leaf spot
resistance. Seed Research of Oregon

A buffalograss male inflorescence at anther
exertion. Photo by Dr. Keenan Amundsen
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TALL FESCUE
performed very well in the transition
region. Diablo was highly rated in the
NTEP trafﬁc stress trial.
Columbia Seeds
Amity Tall Fescue (tested as
“CCR2”) is a new variety of turf
type tall fescue developed by the
breeders at Rutgers University and
produced by Vista Seed Partners,
LLC. Amity originated from tillers
taken from elite selections of turf
type tall fescue that demonstrated
superior summer performance,
density, disease resistance, wear
tolerance, and turf quality compared
to other tall fescue varieties. It has an
excellent dark green color, medium
leaf texture, and has great summer
performance and stress tolerance.
Amity is very persistent, can be
mowed down to 5/8 inch, and has
deep roots and excellent drought
tolerance. NTEP results have been
excellent. In the 2013 NTEP, Amity
was a Top 10 performer in overall
turf quality, and had great brown
patch resistance and summer
density. Vista Seed Partners, LLC

Bloodhound turf-type tall fescue
(Met 6 Sel) is a high quality, ﬁne leaf
textured, tall fescue with superior
performance in all climate zones.
It has aggressive tillering which
contributes to high density in all
seasons and excellent wear tolerance.
Bloodhound shows superior brown
patch resistance from screening in
multiple locations. Excellent shade
tolerance enables it to be grown from
full sun to shade. DLF
Commander tall fescue (NTEP Breeder code PPG-TF 170) has an
extremely ﬁne leaf texture and dark
green color. It exhibits excellent fall/
winter color and superior spring
green-up. Commander rates high
in turf quality and brown patch
resistance. It maintains year-round
density. Seed will be available in the
fall of 2016. Mountain View Seeds

Fayette turf-type tall fescue
(IS-TF 291) is an A-LIST variety
demonstrating superior drought
tolerance and turf quality under low
maintenance management. Fayette
has excellent turf quality in all
regions and superior performance
at all maintenance levels. Key to
its performance is stress and heat
tolerance. Fayette also is ideal for
sports ﬁelds and parks due to high
wear tolerance from its excellent
density and aggressive tillering.
Fayette has a very dark green color.
Seed Research of Oregon, Pickseed,
DLF

Foxhound turf-type tall fescue (IS-TF
284 M2) has superior performance in
the southeast and other high stress
environments. It has a very dark
Crossﬁre 4 turf-type tall fescue (IS-TF
Aquavita Tall Fescue takes the
green color that enables excellent
310 SEL) performs from the north to
drought tolerance of turf type tall
performance under low fertility.
fescues to a new level. Approved by the south, to provide superior turf
Foxhound demonstrates excellent
quality under all conditions. Crossﬁre
the Turfgrass Water Conservation
brown patch resistance and superb
4 has excellent drought tolerance,
Alliance (TWCA), Aquavita provides
drought tolerance. With high turf
wear tolerance and shade tolerance.
exceptional turf quality and density
quality and very high wear tolerance,
Multiple years of trials have conﬁrmed
while saving water. Aquavita is a
Foxhound is an important part of
the drought tolerance and brown
major component in the Aquawise
blends for sports ﬁelds, sod growers
patch resistance before it was entered
sod blends formulated for the
and, home lawns and parks. The high
into NTEP. It has a ﬁne leaf texture
drought stricken west coast.
endophyte levels increase the stress
and high density with excellent stress
Turf Merchants, Inc.
tolerance and add insect resistance.
tolerance. High density cultivars often
DLF
sacriﬁce brown patch resistance, but
Crossﬁre 4 is one of the best against
Black Tail Turf Type Tall Fescue
this serious disease. Crossﬁre 4
has shown superior performance
also demonstrates high turf density,
in the NTEP trials. Black Tail is a
aggressive tillering and ﬁne leaf
solid overall performer in trafﬁc
Houndog 8 turf-type tall fescue
texture. Pickseed
stress trials, ﬁne leaf texture, and
(IS-TF 307) demonstrates superior
brown patch resistance. Black Tail’s
turf performance in all zones from
aggressive tillering characteristic
the South to the North. Houndog
Type
Tall
Fescue
has
Diablo
Turf
contributes to its dense, lush canopy.
8 maintains its performance under
dark green genetic color, and was
It is an excellent choice for sod
drought stress. Resistant to heat and
producers because of its aggressive rated top 10 in this category in the
humidity, Houndog 8 has excellent
2013
NTEP
trials.
Diablo
also
exhibits
tillering trait, which allows for a
brown patch resistance to maintain
excellent brown patch and Pythium
faster recovery. Columbia Seeds
turf quality with reduced fungicide
blight resistance. With its excellent
inputs. High density and aggressive
brown patch resistance, Diablo has
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TALL FESCUE (CONT.)
tillering contribute to wear tolerance
and fast recovery. Houndog 8 can be
used for sports ﬁelds, home lawns,
parks, dog parks and golf course
roughs. Houndog 8 is one of the
darkest green turf-type tall fescues
so it stays green with less fertilizer
inputs. DLF

V exhibits good spring green-up
and retains winter and fall color. Its
optimal adaptation areas extend
across all but the lowest southern
tier of the U.S. Rebel V is suitable for
use on athletic ﬁelds and parks, golf
courses, home lawns and sod farms.
Pennington Seed, Inc.

Nightcrawler turf-type tall fescue
(IS-TF285) is an A-LIST variety for
superior performance under drought
and low maintenance. It performs
in the shade or the sun. With high
levels of rhizomes and high density,
it is very wear tolerant and recovers
rapidly from damage. Nightcrawler
was developed from progeny plots
selected for resistance to brown
patch (Rhizoctonia solani).
Drought and heat tolerance
was demonstrated early in the
breeding process and veriﬁed in
multiple tests. Whether high or
low maintenance, Nightcrawler
performs. High density cultivars
often sacriﬁce brown patch
resistance, but Nightcrawler is one of
the best against this serious disease.
Pickseed

Rebounder (Pick W43) turf-type tall
fescue demonstrates superior wear
tolerance and recovery coupled with
turf performance. The parent plants
of Rebounder were selected as the
survivors after extensive wear and
recovery during summer heat, so
it will bounce back from adversity.
Superior drought resistance helps it
stay green longer and recover more
quickly. Rebounder demonstrates
among the highest turf quality in all
areas of the country and different
management programs. Under
severe Brown Patch pressure, it
shines due to superior resistance.
The superior seedling vigor and
rapid tillering make it ideal for all
uses, but in particular for repair of
multiple turf sites.
Seed Research of Oregon

Raptor III Tall fescue (NTEP - Breeder
code ZW44) is a highly-rated NTEP
variety with ﬁne leaf texture and very
dark green color. It has outstanding
turf quality, is wear tolerant and
maintains high turf density. In
addition, it demonstrates improved
disease resistance. Seed is available
now. Mountain View Seeds

Rhizing Moon (IS TF-305) turf-type
tall fescue is an A-LIST variety
which shows superior turf quality
and drought tolerance under low
maintenance conditions. Many
drought tolerant varieties sacriﬁce
density to achieve water savings, but
Rhizing Moon has high plant density
all seasons. It is highly rhizomatous
to repair damage whether from
wear or drought. Rhizing Moon
has superior turf quality under all
maintenance regimes. It has a very
dark green color enabling it to look
good under reduced fertility. DLF

Rebel V Elite Turf Type Tall Fescue
(Trial Code: ATF736) tolerates
drought and the stresses of summer.
It performs well in high trafﬁc areas
and is disease resistant, with high
ratings for resistance to Pythium
blight and Typhula blight, according
to data from 2013 NTEP trials. Rebel
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Temple Turf Type Tall Fescue was
developed and selected for best
performance turf and high seed
yields. Temple has a dwarf growth
habit, good genetic color, nice

density and great brown patch
and net blotch disease resistance.
Columbia Seeds

Thor Turf Type Tall Fescue was rated
top 5 in the NTEP LPI Group 1 turfgrass
quality in the 2013 NTEP trials. Thor is
a top rated variety due to its excellent
color, density, green up, and disease
resistance. Thor has shown resistance
to brown patch, Pythium blight and net
blotch. Thor has exceptional dark green
color, and rated high in genetic and
winter color. Columbia Seeds

Thunderstruck Turf Type Tall Fescue
has great turf qualities, like its dark
green genetic color, excellent disease
resistance and good density. It has
shown strong tolerance to drought
conditions. Thunderstruck was rated
#1 in net blotch resistance, a disease
which causes small brown spots on
grass leaves. Thunderstruck is rated
top 10 in the 2013 NTEP genetic color
trial. Columbia Seeds

Trinity Turf Type Tall Fescue has great
overall turf quality and features great
color, density, and texture. It exhibits
very good wear, shade, and drought
tolerance. Trinity is quick to establish
and features excellent resistance to
diseases, including brown patch.
Trinity is a high performance turf that
will exceed expectations.
Columbia Seeds

Turfway turf-type tall fescue (IS-TF
282 M2) has a very dark green color
year round that contributes to the high
turf quality. Its excellent cool season
growth helps reduce weed invasion.
Turfway has superior drought
tolerance for reduced water inputs
and unirrigated sites. It has very high
wear tolerance and recovery due to
high density. High endophyte levels
contribute to the high stress tolerance.
DLF
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CROP OUTLOOK REPORT
Editor’s Note: Industry comments for the seed and vegetative stock crop outlook were provided in late May. Please note that
weather conditions can impact final yields, and that seed harvests in July and August may differ from the forecasts shared here.
These industry perspectives, however, provide insights into the outlook for these valuable crops.
Questions were sent to suppliers to obtain information for
this article. This is a compilation of their responses. Turf
News thanks those suppliers named within the article for
their participation.

Weather Impact
Larry Humphreys, Landmark Turf and Native Seed Co.,
says, “A very dry summer/fall 2015 made most of the
grass seed crops in western Oregon go into winter with
little growth and for some time they looked pretty ragged.
However a mild winter with adequate rain and what has
been a warm spring with timely rains have helped the
crops recover nicely.”
Paul Hedgpeth, Columbia River Seed, adds, “Crops in
the entire Pacific Northwest are much ahead of schedule
due to the region’s very mild winter. Active growing
temperatures in the month of February set the wheels in
motion for an early seed crop.”
Duane Klundt, Grassland Oregon, reports, “Weed control
is an issue. Our mild winter and wet spring have made
the Poa annua very robust and prolific this year. The rains
we had at a critical time during the application of weed
control were a factor. Many of the producers have spent a
lot of time and money walking and spraying to clean up
their fields.”
Tobey Wagner, Sod Solutions, Mount Pleasant, SC,
reports, “The central and southern regions of the country
have been wet, while the Midwest and Northeast have
been unseasonably cool.” Andrew Blank, Cutting Edge
Grass/Blank Industries, LLC, Hudson, MA, notes “rains
were abundant in fall and winter” and calls temperatures,
“a little cool for mid-spring.” But adds, “So far, it has been
a good growing season in the Eastern half of the U.S.A.”

Pricing
While overall, suppliers anticipate prices will remain
stable, they do address points to consider. Klundt tags
the price stability to high quality seed, noting prices may
be a little softer if there are weed and crop issues in the
purity test. Humphreys reports a larger than expected
seed yield could cause some downward pressure. Phil
Donahoe, SiteOne Landscape Supply, points to carry
over, “The strong dollar and weakening of exports have
not allowed the movement of off quality product to the
overseas market.”
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Production
Donahoe says, “Predictions on the 2016 crop were
quite low going into winter last year with most growers
expecting poor, weedy stands. The health of most grass
fields has been a pleasant surprise.”
Greg Hagen, Cascade International Seed Co., reports,
“The Kentucky bluegrass seed set appears heavy and an
early harvest is expected. I expect a strong to average yield,
but some varieties will be in limited supply. 2015 was a
good year for fall planting perennial ryegrass and the fields
look good. Overall yield should be normal. There’s no
surplus of good, clean perennial ryegrass. The yield on tall
fescue appears light to me, probably due to dry conditions
last summer and early fall. It just doesn’t seem to be
heading out like normal. The spring rains have helped and
will provide good filled seed but not as many. Hard Fescue
will remain limited in supply, but Creeping is in good
supply. Good quality Chewings is still somewhat limited.”
Hedgpeth says, “Acres for the 2016 Kentucky bluegrass
crop are up and should provide a better overall supply
situation. However, carry over into harvest is extremely
low and fall availabilities of all cultivars will still be
challenging as processors struggle to supply the market
demand.”
Blank anticipates improved quality and says, “Quantities
of cool-season grasses should improve, but with limitations
on Kentucky bluegrass based on acres available for harvest.
Some larger blocks of acreage will be plowed out, as older
material cycles out of production.” Donahoe adds, “Many
weaker tall fescue fields were taken out of production last
fall and this spring.”
Klundt reports, “Just in time inventory seems to be the
new norm, and good clean seed is becoming harder to find
as we lose formulations and face increased labor costs. It is
getting even more important to know your seed supplier
and to know the cleanliness of seed. Ask for sod quality
exam on any product you purchase.”
Blank says, “Clients want the high performing NTEP
material, and there will be pressure to get that clean and
available for late summer and fall sales.”
Klundt says, “I would suggest you buy early in the fall
and for your annual needs to assure that the quality
ty and
quantity you want is what you get.”
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TURFGRASS SEED AND VEGETATIVE STOCK SOURCES
The following TPI member companies provided information for the turfgrass seed and vegetative stock listing. Turf News is
not responsible for companies that did not submit information by the deadline. You also can use this listing to see where company
advertisements are located in this issue.
Barenbrug USA
P.O. Box 239
Tangent, OR 97389
Contact: John Rector
Tel. 800-547-4101
Cell 503-701-2963
Fax 541-926-9435
jrector@barusa.com
www.barusa.com
Back Cover
Columbia River Seed
187405 S. Plymouth Ind. Rd
P.O. Box 66
Plymouth, WA 99346
Contact: Paul Hedgpeth
Tel. 509-783-4052
Cell 509-832-0287
Fax 509-783-4056
paul@columbiariverseed.com
www.columbiariverseed.com
Columbia Seeds
130 NW Hickory St.
Albany, OR 97321
Contact: Kirsten Wade
Tel. 541-791-7631
Cell 503-507-8904
Fax 541-791-7540
kwade@columbiaseeds.com
www.columbiaseeds.com
Cutting Edge Grass/Blank
Industries, LLC
17 Brent Drive
Hudson, MA 01749
Contact: Adam Nazzaro
Tel. 855-887-3123
Cell 843-224-1435
Fax 978-562-9136
info@blankind.com
www.blankind.com
DLF
175 W. “H” Street, P.O. Box 229
Halsey, OR 97348
Contact: Denise DeHart
Tel. 800-445-2251
Cell 541-990-2686
Fax 541-369-2640
Ddehart@dlfis.com
www.dlfis.com
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Doguet Ventures/
Bladerunner Farms Inc.
4406 Merle Drive
Austin, TX 78745
Contact: David Doguet
Tel. 830-276-4455
Fax 830-276-8618
david@doguetventures.com
www.doguetventures.com
Page 16
Grassland Oregon
4455 60th Avenue NE
Salem, OR 97305
Contact: Duane Klundt
Tel. 503-566-9900
Cell 503-880-2561
Fax 503-566-9901
duaneklundt@grasslandoregon.com
www.GrasslandOregon.com
Jacklin Seed by Simplot
23403 E. Mission, #222
Liberty Lake, WA 99019
Contact: Jim Kinservik
Tel. 800-688-SEED
Cell 509-995-5381
Fax 509-319-3181
info@jacklin.com
www.jacklin.com
Jonathan Green, Inc./
Cascade International Seed
Company
Contact: Barry K. Green II
P.O. Box 326
Farmingdale, NJ 07727
Tel. 800-526-2303
bgreenii@jonathangreen.com
ghagen@grass-seed.com
www.jonathangreen.com
Page 61
Landmark Turf and
Native Seed Co.
32320 Brandon Place
Avon Lake, OH 44012-2546
Contact: Larry Humphreys
Tel. 888-Sod Turf (763-8873)
Fax 440-930-2775
larry@turfproducersselect.com
www.landmarkturfandnative
seed.com
Page 55

Lebanon Turf
1600 East Cumberland St.
Lebanon, PA 17042
Contact: Murray Wingate
Tel. 800-233-0628 x 325
Fax 585-346-0812
mwingate@lebanonturf.com
www.lebanonturf.com

SiteOne Landscape Supply
300 Colonial Center Parkway,
Suite 600
Roswell, GA 30076
Contact: Michelle H. Williams
Tel. 908-391-9894
mwilliams@siteone.com
www.Siteone.com

Mountain View Seeds
89555 Sunnyview Rd
Salem, OR 97305
Contact: Aaron Kuenzi
Tel. 503-588-7333
Aaron@mtviewseeds.com
www.mtviewseeds.com

Sod Production Services
18161 Sandy Point Road
Charles City, VA 23030
Contact: Brian Walker
Cell 804-432-6383
brian@sodproservices.com
www.sodproductionservices.com

Pennington Seed, Inc.
P.O. Box 290
Madison, GA 30650-0290
Contact: Russ Nicholson
Tel. 706-752-4281
russ@penningtonseed.com
www.penningtonseed.com
Page 59

Sod Solutions, Inc.
P. O. Box 460
Mount Pleasant, SC 29465
Contact: Tobey A. Wagner
Tel. 843-849-1288
Cell 843-224-1435
Fax 843-849-1415
twagner@sodsolutions.com
www.sodsolutions.com

Pickseed
P.O. Box 299
Tangent, OR 97389
Contact: Brian Free
Tel. 541-918-1015
Cell 503-510-1838
Fax 541-928-1599
BFree@pickseed.com
www.pickseed.com
Pure Seed/
Atlas Turf International
P.O. Box 250
Hubbard, OR 97032
Contact: Lucas Solis
Tel. 503-651-2130
Cell 503-519-7377
Fax 503-651-2351
lsolis@pureseed.com
john@atlasturf.com
www.purseed.com
Seed Research of Oregon
33095 Hwy 99E
Tangent, OR 97389
Contact: Bill Dunn
Tel. 800-253-5766
Cell 541-602-4426
Fax 541-758-5305
bdunn@sroseed.com
www.sroseed.com

The Turfgrass Group, Inc.
1225 Savannah Lane
Monroe, GA 30655
Contact: Bill Carraway
Tel. 770-207-1500
Fax 770-207-6019
bcarraway@comcast.net
Contact: David Bradley
Tel. 828-606-7186
dbradley@TheTurfgrassGroup.com
www.TheTurfgrassGroup.com
Page 65
Turf Merchants, Inc.
33390 Tangent Loop
Tangent, OR 97389
Contact: Nancy Aerni
Tel. 800-421-1735
Cell 503-508-6437
Fax 541-926-4435
Nancy@turfmerchants.com
www.turfmerchants.com
Vista Seed Partners, LLC
PO Box 30
Shedd, OR 97377
Contact: Christie McDowell
Tel. 541-491-1019
Fax 541-491-1502
info@vistaseedpartners.com
www.vistaseedpartners.com
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SEED AND VEGETATIVE STOCK FROM THE PAST—
CELEBRATING 50 & FABULOUS!
Compiled by Suz Trusty
To tie in to TPI’s 50 & Fabulous Anniversary Celebration, member turfgrass seed and vegetative stock suppliers were invited to
submit their top variety introductions from previous years. Suppliers were limited to a maximum of seven submissions. Though copy
has been edited for space considerations, all varieties submitted are included, listed by supplier.

Barenbrug USA
Baron Kentucky bluegrass, introduced in the U.S.A. in the
late 1970s, was one of the first improved ‘lower growing
turf-type’ Kentucky bluegrasses. Baron was entered in the
original NTEP Trial, seeded in 1985, holding its own against
competitors for almost 40 years. With millions of pounds
produced and sold, Baron is still a viable part of Barenbrug’s
turf program world-wide, a stable, work horse that never
stops performing.

Parkside perennial ryegrass was tested as PST-NJK in
NTEP trials. With medium dark green color and improved
gray leaf spot resistance, Parkside finished in the top
statistical group in both the Transition and North Central
zone trials. Strong wear tolerance during establishment
phase makes Parkside an excellent addition to mixes
featuring RPR.

RTF, Rhizomatous Tall Fescue,
was introduced in 2003, with
Labarinth the first variety. RTF’s
rhizome production transformed
the industry’s view of turf-type tall
fescue and led to the organization
of the RTF Sod Growers
Association. Previously, the tall
fescue market had keyed heavily on
disease resistance and uniformity.
RTF’s unique ability to repair and sustain uniformity,
prompted industry-wide evaluation of tall fescue plant material
for evidence of rhizome growth or spreading behavior.

Dauntless Kentucky bluegrass
exhibits early spring green-up
and impressive wear tolerance
during the growing season, with
good spring and summer density
rates. It exhibits excellent disease
resistance; rating high in 2012 NTEP data for resistance
to stem rust, crown rust, rust disease, and summer patch.
Dauntless is ideal for home lawns, commercial properties,
sports fields, parks, golf course fairways, tees and roughs.

RPR, Regenerating Perennial Ryegrass, was introduced in
2008, with patented Baralpha RPR the first variety, sparking
a flurry of interest within the seed industry similar to the
introduction of RTF. A true sub-species of the traditional
perennial rye, Lolium perenne ssp. stolonifera, RPR’s
production of determinate stolons transformed the view of
perennial rye. Combined with extreme traffic tolerance and
recovery, Baralpha and subsequent new RPR generations,
laid the foundation for a new approach to perennial ryegrass
and its capabilities.
Barvette HGT Kentucky
bluegrass, introduced in 2011,
sparked change in the turfgrass
seed industry. Performing in tough
climates where most bluegrasses
have failed, Barvette HGT has
re-opened the transition zone
and southeast to top quality,
high performance Kentucky
bluegrasses, impacting the sports
turf and golf markets.
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Columbia River Seed

Rubix Kentucky bluegrass was
ranked #1 overall in the 2014
NTEP Turfgrass Quality Ratings,
University of Massachusetts
Amherst. Fine leafed and
medium green, with superb season-long turf density, it
provides superior wear tolerance and excellent performance
in high traffic areas, excelling in sports fields, golf course
tees, fairways and roughs. Rubix mixes well with perennial
ryegrass, fine fescue, and tall fescue. It’s ideal for residential
lawns, parks, commercial properties and sod production.
Blue Coat Kentucky bluegrass
incorporates advanced breeding
technology to offer darker green color
and better disease resistance, exhibiting
high resistance to rust and summer patch.
Fine-to-medium leaf texture, excellent
season-long density and the ability to
handle heavy traffic makes Blue Coat
ideal for home lawns, sports fields, parks and golf course
fairways, tees and roughs.
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Doguet Ventures/Bladerunner Farms
Zeon zoysia, the Nation’s #1 selling
zoysia, is a superior, versatile, finebladed turfgrass suitable for golf
courses, sports fields and home lawns.
It grows in quicker than traditional
zoysias, enabling faster harvest and regrowth. It is highly shade
tolerant, drought tolerant, exhibits some salinity tolerance, and
is adaptable in many soil conditions. Known as the grass selected
for the golf course built for the 2016 Olympics in Rio, Zeon is
sold as sod or sprigs.

decline disease. Trials conducted at Texas A&M ranked FJ’s
Select the #1 commercial St. Augustine in overall turfgrass
quality. FJ’s Select is named for FJ Milberger, the father of
the Texas turfgrass industry, who developed the grass.

Grassland Oregon

JaMur produces less thatch than
other medium-textured zoysias and
produces a dense turf that chokes
out weeds. It is very cold tolerant,
extremely drought tolerant, and
requires very little nitrogen. JaMur is commonly used on
home lawns, roads and common areas.

Skye Kentucky bluegrass was
Grassland Oregon (GO) released
in 2005 and is still grown. The
top performing variety in the last
two NTEPs, it showed superior
sod stretching strength benefiting
harvesting and durability in use.
With superior leaf texture and
color, it’s an ideal component in
any Kentucky bluegrass or tall
fescue mix. Developed at Rutgers University, Skye built a
long tradition of good quality production and excelling in all
aspects of turf use.

L1F zoysia is extremely finetextured, ideal for use in high-end
lawns, sports fields and golf courses.
It has an upright nature and handles
mowing heights below ¼-inch.
Research is underway now to confirm its viability as a grass
for golf course greens.

Prosperity Kentucky bluegrass was released in 2003. GO
gained market rights in 2012. It is still being produced.
Prosperity’s very dark color and strong heat tolerance put it
among top performers in the Northeast. It exhibits excellent
resistance to stripe rust and leaf spot. Prosperity has been
used on major sports facilities and excels in all venues suited
for Kentucky bluegrass.

Cutlass zoysia exhibits a horizontal
growth pattern which reduces the
need for frequent mowings for
the end user. Cutlass also requires
less water and less fertilizer, making it a low maintenance,
homeowner-friendly grass.

Memphis tall fescue, GO released
in 2015, is a dark variety showing
great winter color and spring
green-up wherever it is grown. Its
great traffic tolerance and rapid
establishment crowd out unwanted
competitors and get your product
ready sooner. In the 2014 NTEP
data, it showed some of the
highest rhizome counts among all
tall fescues tested.

Density buffalograss is fine textured
and offers superior turf quality for
faster and easier harvesting and
planting. Strong and extremely low
maintenance, Density requires no
fertilization by the end user.
Eco buffalograss is a very low
maintenance, native turfgrass.
Many homeowners opt to mow
it infrequently, or not at all. It
forms very strong sod, lifts well,
resists weeds, and requires no fertilization by the end user. A
beautiful grass, it does produce a flower if allowed to go native.
FJ’s Select Turf is a compact
St. Augustine grass with dense
horizontal stolon growth and slow
vertical growth that requires less
mowing than many St. Augustine
varieties. For sod production, its compact nature stacks
a tighter pallet for easier handling and transportation.
FJ’s Select has excellent green color, good heat tolerance,
moderate shade tolerance and resistance to St. Augustine

26

Fiji perennial ryegrass, GO released in 2003, showed
excellent wear in traffic and rated strong in gray leaf spot
NTEP trials in multiple locations. Its dark color and strong
density made it a staple in many turf grass mixtures. Today,
Fiji 2 carries on those same traditions from the genetic line
that is a force and will continue to be.

Jacklin Seed by Simplot
Award Kentucky bluegrass, introduced in 1997,
ushered in the “low-mow” Kentucky bluegrasses
and earned world-wide trust for premium
performance and superior turf consistency.
Continually ranked in the top of NTEP trials
for overall quality, it is used with other Jacklin
5-Steps Above varieties in turf production mixes that provide great
knitting and beautiful quality. The 5-Steps Above varieties, advanced
through Jacklin research, brought remarkable improvements and still
successfully compete with new introductions.
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NuGlade Kentucky bluegrass,
introduced in 1997, advanced
through Jacklin research as part
of the 5-Steps Above program.
Following Jacklin’s Glade program, NuGlade is dark green
bluegrass that performs well in shade. Consistently rated in
the top of NTEP trials, it showed improvements in disease
and pest tolerances and turf quality and still successfully
competes with new introductions.
Arid tall fescue, released in
1986, caught turf producers’
attention with its dark-green color
previously unavailable in tall fescues.
Arid quickly gained a reputation for
great turf quality. Its popularity inspired future generation
varieties with Arid II and Arid 3.

Jonathan Green & Sons, Inc./
Cascade International Seed Co.
Adelphi, the first man-made
Kentucky bluegrass, was bred
by Dr. C. Reed Funk of Rutgers
University, who developed the
breeding tool named interspecific
hybridization. All previous Kentucky bluegrass releases were
natural selections with natural mutations. Adelphi, released in
1967 just as Merion Kentucky bluegrass had peaked, became
an important variety in sod production for the next decade.
Barry Green, Sr. was the first to sell Adelphi to sod growers.
Onyx, the first Black Beauty tall
fescue variety, was planted by Fred
Pittillo and David Bradley at Turf
Mountain Sod in Hendersonville,
NC. Onyx was seeded into a
sod field in Brevard, NC, which
also contained Montauk tall
fescue. Months later, Fred's sister,
a professional photographer,
snapped photos of the field during
an aerial, fall-color photo shoot for the Biltmore Estate.
When Barry Green, Jr. saw the photos and how much darker
green the Onyx was, he launched a great new sod brand—
Black Beauty! Six generations later the Black Beauty brand is
still going strong.
Washington, the first elite Kentucky
bluegrass grown in the drylands
production region of eastern
Washington State, exhibited great
spring green-up and seedling vigor.
Despite its lighter green in color, it
became an important component
in mixtures for sod production for
its drought tolerance and sod strength. Production of
Washington ceased a few years ago.
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Landmark Turf & Native Seed
Fullback Kentucky bluegrass has excellent seedling vigor and
establishment, spring green-up, summer density and drought
performance (wilting and dormancy) and low seed head
expression. It maintains good winter color; is disease resistant
and an outstanding competitor to Poa annua.
Hampton Kentucky bluegrass stands out for deep and fibrous root
production and shear strength. It has excellent winter color, spring
green-up, seedling vigor, drought tolerance and traffic performance.
Lunar is an elite Kentucky bluegrass with deep, dark green
color, fine texture, and durable density. It exhibits good
spring green-up, improved heat tolerance and rates very high
in drought tolerance.
SPF30 is a high-performance Texas bluegrass x Kentucky
bluegrass cross, extending the southern bluegrass range, and
improving heat tolerance and summer performance. It recovers
quickly from drought and is resistant to brown patch.
Regenerate IRT TM (Inherent Rapid Tillering) type tall
fescue has improved recovery from wear, drought tolerance,
and exhibits improved tolerance to billbug damage and brown
patch disease. It can excel at lower mowing heights and mixes
well with perennial ryegrasses and Kentucky bluegrasses in
many golf, sports and lawn turf applications.
Maestro turf type tall fescue exhibits improved turf quality,
brown patch resistance and other disease tolerance. Its fast
growth rate equates to resiliency and the ability to grow
through tough conditions.
Reflection turf type tall fescue rates high in turf quality and
brown patch resistance. It excels in challenging southern transition
zone conditions, has improved recovery from wear, and drought
tolerance. It retains color into late fall and winter.

Lebanon Turf
Declaration creeping bentgrass
was developed by Dr. Stacy Bonos
from Rutgers University and Tim
Ford from Lebanon Turf. In the
2004-2007 Final NTEP Greens
trial, Declaration tied for #1 overall for turf quality, and
ranked #1 for dollar spot resistance. Reducing dollar spot
through genetics has provided large savings for maintenance
and lower environmental impact by reducing inputs needed
to manage the disease. Declaration is used on golf course
greens, tees, and fairways worldwide.
Rembrandt was one of the last tall fescue
breeder blocks put together by legendary
turfgrass breeder Dr. C. Reed Funk. It was
the #1 rated tall fescue in NTEP trials in
28 locations in the US from 1996-2001. It
also ranked #1 at the 13 transition zone locations. Rembrandt is still
in demand by end users due to its extensive root system and drought
tolerance, and by seed growers for its very good seed production.
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DaVinci tall fescue is a consistent performer:
extremely heat and drought tolerant, brown
patch resistant, and produces beautiful turf
under Southern heat and in cooler Northern
regions. It is ideal for sod production, sports turf, golf course
roughs, home lawns and commercial sites. DaVinci has
shown excellent results under low inputs and has met the
stringent criteria to be A-LIST approved. It will be featured
in the A-LIST approved Winning Colors Tall Fescue blend
and Winning Colors Plus mix.
Leonardo tall fescue was highly ranked
in the 2013-14 NTEP trials. Leonardo
was selected for high endophyte level,
improved disease resistance, fine leaf
texture, and dark green genetic color. It is
extremely drought and heat tolerant and requires less water
and inputs to maintain top quality turf. As of May 2016,
Leonardo has met the criteria to be A-LIST approved. It will
be featured in the A-LIST approved Winning Colors Tall
Fescue blend and Winning Colors Plus mix.
Michelangelo tall fescue was
ranked in the 2013 NTEP trial.
Michelangelo was selected in an arid
environment for drought tolerance,
Pythium resistance, and overall turf
quality. As of May 2016, Michelangelo has met the criteria
to be A-LIST approved. It will be featured in the A-LIST
approved Winning Colors Tall Fescue blend and Winning
Colors Plus mix.
Rockwell tall fescue was highly ranked in
the 2013-14 NTEP trial. Rockwell was
selected for high brown patch resistance
and overall turf quality. It is also extremely
drought and heat tolerant and requires less
water and inputs to maintain top quality turf. As of May
2016, Rockwell has met the criteria to be A-LIST approved.
It will be featured in the A-LIST approved Winning Colors
Tall Fescue blend and Winning Colors Plus mix.
Zinfandel, an elite Kentucky
bluegrass, is very drought and heat
tolerant. Quick establishment
makes it ideal for sports turf and sod
production. Dark-green, Zinfandel
rated high for turf quality and disease resistance throughout
North America. It exhibits excellent winter color and spring
green-up. A year-round great performer, even under low
inputs, Zinfandel has met the stringent criteria to now be
A-LIST approved.

SiteOne Landscape Supply
Shamrock Kentucky bluegrass,
introduced in 1994, has become
an industry standard. With
its rhizoming growth habit,
Shamrock exhibits excellent sod
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strength, making it a consistent choice for sod mixtures
containing tall fescue and Kentucky bluegrass. Due to
Shamrock’s many unique features, including outstanding
seed yield in production, disease resistance, and winter color,
its genetics have been used in variety development, resulting
in the Shamrock “type” class of Kentucky bluegrass.

Sod Production Services,
a division of Riverside Turf
PremierPRO bermudagrass,
endorsed by professional athletes for
its shear strength and smooth playing
surface, is widely used on sports fields
and golf courses. Developed by Drs.
Milt Engelke and Virginia Lehman, PremierPRO (OR2002)
was the top performing NTEP bermudagrass for a decade, and
ranked #1 in traffic tolerance at University of Arkansas. U.S.
Plant Patent (USPP18247) was issued in 2007. PremierPRO
lifts well, stacks tight on a pallet, is cold tolerant, wear tolerant,
and has excellent color retention.

Sod Solutions
Palmetto St. Augustine,
introduced in 1995, is the most
sold proprietary turfgrass in the
world, soon to top two billion
square feet sold. Palmetto
was originally selected for its
outstanding cold tolerance. But
its performance as one of the
most shade tolerant St. Augustine
grasses on the market propelled
its popularity. Currently, over 5,000 acres of production are
being sold by 44 sod farms in the continental United States.
EMPIRE was introduced in
1999. Developed in Brazil by Sod
Solutions’ Director of Research
Roberto Gurgel, EMPIRE has
become a standard in NTEP trials
and across the country. Extremely
versatile thanks to its adaptability;
EMPIRE was the first zoysia
variety to thrive in the dramatic
Florida environment. Adapting to
a wide range of climate and soil conditions, it is grown across
the U.S.A., Australia and South America. There are currently
4,600 acres of EMPIRE in domestic production grown by 58
sod farms.
Celebration bermudagrass came
from Australian breeder Rod
Riley’s program. Introduced in
the U.S. in 2001, Celebration
is consistently rated as the best
bermudagrass for drought tolerance
and recovery, wear recovery, divot
recovery and shade tolerance,
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making it a standard variety in NTEP trials. It is found worldwide, from the links of TPC Sawgrass to the World Cup
and Olympic soccer stadiums of Brazil. Approximately 3,800
domestic acres of Celebration are grown by 54 sod farms.
Bella bluegrass was unique when
introduced in 2007 and it still
is today. The world’s first and
only dwarf vegetative bluegrass,
Bella regrows and spreads from
rhizomes. Developed by the
University of Nebraska, with a
typical top height of four inches,
Bella requires very little mowing;
in some cases 85 percent less. In
2016, Bella debuted on the QVC home shopping network
with Roberta’s Gardens selling 50-piece plug trays. Bella is
ideal for lawns, green-roof and design projects.
Geo zoysia came from Craft Turf
Farms in 2010. It’s fine-bladed,
with shade tolerance equal to
a good St. Augustine. Geo is
ideal for high-end lawns and
golf courses across the southern
United States.
Latitude 36 and NorthBridge
bermudagrass were released together
from Oklahoma State University’s
breeding program in 2012. They
have since made their mark in the
sports world, including in a number
of NFL, MLS, MLB and college
stadiums. The pair ranked at or near
the top in nearly every category from
the last NTEP cycle and Latitude
36 has already been named as an
NTEP standard variety. Both
grasses have fine blades and outstanding visuals. Cold hardiness
is one of their most celebrated features, which enables them to
push the transition zone north.
Sunday Ultra-dwarf
bermudagrass, introduced in
2012, was developed by Craft
Turf Farms in the late 1980s for
use on Cotton Creek Golf Course
in Foley, Alabama. It remains on
those greens and has retained its
genetic purity ever since. On golf
greens, Sunday can be maintained
like a dwarf for those with limited
budgets, or like an ultra-dwarf maintained down to .080 to
get stimp readings of 12 and above. University research has
shown Sunday has a better root system than many other bigname ultra-dwarfs.
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The Turfgrass Group
Zeon zoysia, known as one of the
most beautiful warm-season grasses,
is currently the top selling zoysia in
America. Its fine leaf texture and
exceptional shade tolerance made
Zeon the choice of Tiger Woods for
his new Blue Jack National course in
Montgomery, Texas. Only the best grass could be chosen
for the Olympic course in Rio where Zeon will be played
upon this August. Add its ease of maintenance, combined
with minimal water and fertilizer usage, and Zeon becomes
one of the most desired for our “Best of 50 Years” group.
TifGrand is a fine-bladed, dense
turf with dark green color and
excellent tawny mole cricket
resistance. The world’s first and
only sterile triploid bermudagrass for shade, it is known as
the most shade tolerant of certified bermudagrasses. Yet its
superior qualities also are enjoyed in full sun. Sports turf
managers, golf course superintendents, property owners and
sod producers increasingly desire TifGrand.

Turf Merchants, Inc.
Bonsai dwarf fescue created its
own market for reduced-growing
tall fescues in the early 1990s and
remains the most imitated category of
tall fescues. Sold today, in its fourth
iteration as Bonsai 2x, it stands among the most memorable
tall fescues in turfgrass history.
Gnome Kentucky bluegrass redefined the seeded bluegrass
market in the late 1980s. It became part of a category,
BVMG, defined by four varieties: Baron, Viva, Merit and
Gnome. Gnome remains in production today.
Millennium 1, 2, 3 and 4 remains one of
the most successful lines of turf type tall
fescue since this new category burst into
the marketplace in 1980. Continuous
advancements in brown patch resistance, turf performance, color and
texture made it a favorite with millions of pounds sold annually.

Vista Seed Partners, LLC
Metolius perennial ryegrass (PPG
PR-165) was developed at Rutgers
and Peak Plant Genetics and
licensed to Vista Seed Partners,
LLC. Released for production in
2014, it has excellent resistance
to gray leaf spot and brown
patch. Metolius had the fastest
establishment of any variety in the
2014 NTEP trials. In 2014, it also
demonstrated excellent drought tolerance, wear
tolerance and good salt tolerance.
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COOL SEASON AND WARM SEASON
GRASSES OVERVIEW
By Kevin Morris
Editor’s Note: Each year, Kevin Morris provides an update
on the data collected on commercial varieties and experimental
turfgrasses entered into the National Turfgrass Evaluation
Program (NTEP). This information helps turfgrass producers
choose the varieties that will best perform in their particular
growing area and management programs. TPI and Turf News
wish to thank Mr. Morris for the significant amount of time
and effort in providing this valuable overview.
At any one time, the National Turfgrass Evaluation
Program (NTEP) is evaluating over 600 cultivars and
experimental selection in nationwide tests. Data collected
and summarized from these trials can be obtained
directly from NTEP or from our web site (www.ntep.
org). Our data is also published on a CD, in exactly the
same format as the NTEP web site. The CD is read like
any informational CD on your computer. The advantages
of the CD include its portability, its search features and
taking up less up space on your bookshelf than hard copy
reports. We still have however, printed copies of reports
available on request.

Dr. Dennis Martin shows the 2013 NTEP bermuda trial at Stillwater,
OK, to advisory panel members and participants in the USDA Specialty
Crop Research Initiative warm-season breeding project.

NTEP Data Presentation
NTEP information includes data collected on many
descriptive and performance characteristics. Descriptive
characteristics describe the entries tested, i.e. genetic color,
leaf texture and density characterize a grass’ appearance.
Performance characteristics document the response to
various stresses, such as disease, cold and drought. For
instance, the percent ground cover rating, although not
necessarily affected by a single stress, reflects the grass’
ability to withstand and/or recover from a particular stress
of a series of stresses.
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The most widely used data in NTEP reports are
the turfgrass quality (TQ ) ratings. Quality ratings are
collected monthly during the growing season using a
1-9 scale with 9=ideal turf. Turfgrass quality ratings are
collected by evaluators considering all the factors that
make good turf, i.e. good green color, density, adequate
ground cover, freedom from disease and other stresses, etc.
Quality ratings show a lot about the grasses, that is why
they are so important.
NTEP turfgrass quality tables focus on grouping by
region or management level. In addition, we have the
data from each state available on our web site and CD.
Hopefully, this makes the data more useful to growers
within their geographical region or under their specific
management level. NTEP recommends that growers first
review data collected in their state or region and also under the
management regime most suited to their needs. To find data
for a specific state, go to www.ntep.org/states/states.htm.

NTEP Unveils Improved
Data Reporting Procedure
NTEP is committed to improving its data collection,
analysis and reporting. To that end, NTEP spent ten
years researching new statistical methods and is now
implementing a new reporting procedure, the ’Location
Performance Index’ or ‘LPI’, on its newest trials. The LPI
is based on ‘AMMI’, a more complete, accurate statistical
analysis program for predicting cultivar performance
across many locations.
The LPI is only used on turfgrass quality data but in
reading the turfgrass quality tables, you will notice that
locations may not be grouped by any apparent geographical
orientation. For instance, in the 2012 data from our
new Kentucky bluegrass trial, ‘LPI Group 1' included
Amherst, MA, W. Lafayette, IN, Urbana, IL, St. Paul,
MN, Manhattan, KS and Pullman, WA. It seems that
these locations have nothing in common, geographically
or climatically. However, what they do have in common
is a very important similar ‘interaction pattern,’ i.e. the
varieties performed in a similar manner, relative to each
other, at each of these locations in that year. For that
reason and most appropriately, the LPI groups them
together for analysis. And that ‘interaction pattern’ can,
and very often will, vary from year to year. Therefore,
investigate the LPI Group data containing locations that
are closest to you, or your market.
The LPI is used on new trials as they are initiated. Go
to the www.ntep.com to read more about the LPI and the
reasons for utilizing this new procedure.
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Focus On Speciﬁc Traits

Update On Cultivars

NTEP is designing its trial programs so that more data
on specific traits are collected. For instance, standard trial
locations, conducted at university sites using prescribed
management schemes, collect traditional data, such as
turfgrass quality, color, density, any diseases present,
etc. NTEP also sponsors ancillary trial locations that
collect data on specific traits, such as shade tolerance,
traffic tolerance and sod strength. These ancillary trials
must often be conducted in unique locations (i.e. under
shade trees) or using specialized equipment (i.e. a traffic
simulator). Because ancillary trials are applying unique
stress to the entries, the data from these locations are often
summarized and reported in separate tables.
NTEP plans on conducting more of these ancillary
trials in the future and is, in fact, planning to co-sponsor
with USGA, an entire trial just to evaluate cool-season
and warm-season grasses for drought. Trial protocols for
this new national water use/drought tolerance trial are
under development, so look for data from this trial within
the next two to three years. In addition, NTEP sponsored
a low input trial for cool-season grasses and mixtures in
fall 2015, and is planning a warm-season low input trial
for summer 2017. It is our hope that these types of data
will provide much needed information to consumers on
these important traits.

The following is an overview of the latest information
on commercially available and experimental cultivars.

WORK MULTIPLE PASSES
INTO A SINGLE PASS
TURF TILLER

A leader in the industry, the Northwest Turf Tiller eliminates
your sod ribbons while giving you a superior seed surface for
greater germination there by giving you a superior crop for your
customer. The reverse motion eliminates any small stones and
incorporates the ribbons back into the soil in ONE PASS.
Increase your bottom line by reducing your cost per man hour
, and saving on fuel costs.
800.204.3122 | www.nwtiller.com
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COOL-SEASON
Kentucky Bluegrass
For this report we are utilizing the fourth year of data
from our latest Kentucky bluegrass trial established in
fall 2011. Particularly with bluegrasses, due to their slow
establishment rate, first year data is often reflective of
establishment rate for each entry and may not be indicative
of long-term performance. By the third year of a bluegrass
trial, some thatch buildup has occurred and therefore, the
data should give a better representation of performance.
Data from 2015 revealed some thatch buildup differences,
hence this report and next year’s report will give the truest
picture of sustained performance.
Turfgrass quality ratings provide a view of overall entry
performance, hence why they are so important to consider.
For this review, we look at locations in the different
regions and identify top performers. In the Midwest
(Ames, IA, Urbana, IL, and West Lafayette, IN), many
entries finished in the top statistical group at each test site
in 2015, including these: SRX 466, Mazama, Bluebank,
J-1136, Sudden Impact and Midnight. In 2014, no entry
was excellent at all three Northeast locations (Amherst,
MA, Adelphi, NJ and North Brunswick, NJ). This trend
changed in 2015 with the entries Blue Note, Midnight,
Bluebank, J-1770, and BAR PP 110358 finishing in the
top statistical group at all three Northeast trial sites.
As in past trials, our six Transition Zone locations
most likely provided the most environmental stress on the
entries. No entry separation was noted at our standard trial
location in Knoxville, TN, but this was not the case at the
other sites (Manhattan, KS, College Park, MD, Raleigh,
NC, Stillwater, OK and Blacksburg, VA). BAR PP
110358, Barvette HGT, SRX 466, Bluebank and Skye,
are a few of the entries that finished in the top turf quality
statistical grouping at three or more of these locations.
Top performers at the Guelph, Ontario, Canada, site
(managed using ‘organic’ methods) included an interesting
mix of older cultivars such as America and Barduke,
along with new experimentals and commercial cultivars
like H99-1653 and Keeneland. Unlike 2014, the Upper
Midwest locations of St. Paul, MN, Madison, WI, and
East Lansing, MI showed large statistical entry separation
in 2015. Some of the better entries at both Upper Midwest
locations include Award, Endurance, Blue Note, H991653 and PST-K9-90.
The 2011 Kentucky bluegrass trial has ancillary
locations testing for tolerance to various stresses. For
example, since 2012, shade tolerance has been evaluated at
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Carbondale, IL. In 2012, roughly two-thirds of the entries
were statistically similar, and in 2013, that number had
been reduced to about one-half. In 2015, about 40 percent
of entries finished in the top statistical performance
group for turfgrass quality. Even though the entries are
continuing to separate themselves, the differences are
fairly small and at this point, it is difficult to note true
differences in shade tolerance among these entries.
Drought tolerance was also tested in an ancillary trial at
Logan, UT. Past data from this trial has yielded some
decent separation among the entries, but 2015 turf quality
data demonstrated more separation. A06-46, Mazama,
J-1770 and A00-2882 ranked highest of the dozen entries
in the top statistical grouping.
Traffic tolerance was evaluated at five locations in 2015. At
the Amherst, MA location, Rubix, Legend, Arrowhead
and Keeneland were the only entries to finish in the top
statistical group on both wear tolerance rating dates. At
Madison, WI, A05-360, Barvette HGT, J-1136 and Nu
Chicago topped the turf quality ratings under traffic.
However, about 25 other entries were statistically similar
in traffic performance.
In Knoxville, TN, Barvette HGT, BAR VV 118352
and Bluebank demonstrated the best recovery quality
about six weeks after fall traffic was applied. Rubix,
Barvette HGT and Arrowhead also performed well at
North Brunswick, NJ, showing good canopy fullness
ratings after fall traffic applications. And the East
Lansing, MI, location data again showed little statistical
differences among the entries.
Data on various diseases such as summer patch
(Magnaporthe poae), dollar spot (Sclerotinia homeocarpa),
and crown rust (Puccinia coronata) were reported in
year four of this trial. Summer patch is one of the most
devastating, if not the most devastating, disease, on
Kentucky bluegrass. In 2015, Blacksburg, VA, Raleigh,
NC, Knoxville, TN, and Manhattan, KS, reported
summer patch data. Seven ratings were collected by the
four locations and again this year, Skye, Barvette HGT
and SRX 466 finished with high summer patch ratings.
Interestingly, BAR PP 110358, showed excellent summer
patch tolerance in the past, and again this year at three
locations: Raleigh, NC, Knoxville, TN, and Manhattan,
KS. At Blacksburg, VA, however, BAR PP 110358
had one of the lowest summer patch ratings, possibly
indicating that a different race of the disease was active at
that location.
Several diseases were active on the Kentucky bluegrass
trial at Stillwater, OK, in 2015. Crown rust was noted
at Stillwater with SRX 466, Oasis, BAR PP 110358,
America and A05-360 showing no crown rust disease.
Brown patch ratings were variable but Barvette HGT
and Burl 3-51 finished with the least disease infection.
Leaf spot and dollar spot ratings were also collected at
Stillwater, OK, with many entries showing good tolerance
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Differences in disease resistance are apparent in this 2014 NTEP Fine
Fescue trial at College Park, MD.

to one or the other disease. Overall, Barvette HGT stands
out as an entry that showed very good resistance of all four
diseases seen at this location in 2015.
As noted above, as these trials age, other factors such
as thatch development play a role in performance. The
Madison, WI site measured thatch development in 2015
with some interesting results. Thatch depth was evaluated
twice, with a range of 0-33 millimeters (1.3 inches)
occurring in the data. Some of the best entries for the
least thatch measured include: J-1770 (0-3 mm), Barvette
HGT (0.3-0.7 mm), BAR PP 110358 (0-4 mm), Nu
Chicago (0.7-3.3 mm) and Award (1.3-5.0 mm).

Tall Fescue
We are now reporting on third year results from our
latest tall fescue trial, planted in 2012. The trial contains
116 entries, of which most all are still experimental, and
will be evaluated for five years. Year one data typically
reflects establishment rate, year two data usually reflects
broader cultivar performance, while years three through
five often allow us to determine if trends seen in year
two are still viable. A final summary brings all the
years together and is the best measure of long-term
performance.
As in the past, turfgrass quality ratings varied by
region and even by state location. The most separation
in performance was noted in some of the Transition
Zone locations, such as College Park, MD, Columbia,
MO, Raleigh, NC, and Stillwater, OK. Technique, 4th
Millennium SRP and Traverse SRP, among others
performed very well at these locations in 2015, besting the
top performers Faith and Catalyst from the previous trial.
Data from the Northeast was collected at Storrs, CT,
University Park, PA and two New Jersey locations. Entries
like CCR2 generally performed well in the Northeast
where brown patch (Rhizoctonia solani) was active.
Otherwise, a shuffling of entries and their performance
occurred in the Northeast, and in other regions.
Locations in the South, Southeast and Southwest
generally did not note large entry differences with
anywhere from 50-75% of all entries performing
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statistically similar to the top turfgrass quality scorer.
In the Midwest, some significance was noted at three
locations, West Lafayette, IN, Urbana, IL and Mead, NE.
A few entries that performed well at all three locations
include Regenerate, CCR2, Avenger II and Raptor III.
Tolerance to stresses such as traffic, shade, drought,
brown patch and rhizome production are being evaluated
throughout the testing period. Intensive traffic was applied
on the tall fescue trials at Knoxville, TN, Blacksburg,
VA and University Park, PA. As with the first two years,
year three data showed very little statistical differences
among entries. Third year data from evaluations conducted
in shade at Carbondale, IL also demonstrated very little
statistical difference among entries. And much anticipated
data on rhizomes counts and rate of spread, showed
no statistical differences among entries in that study
conducted at Logan, UT.
Typical for tall fescue, brown patch was the most
prevalent disease noted by researchers. And again, as in
2013, brown patch ratings were not very consistent from
location to location. These entries finished with the highest
brown patch ratings in at last three of the four reporting
locations: F711, CCR2, and Technique.

Perennial Ryegrass
Perennial ryegrasses are occasionally used in sod
mixtures because of positive attributes such as fast
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germination, better establishment under low and high
temperatures and traffic tolerance. We now have a final
summary of four years of data summarized from our 2010
trial. This data from 2011-14 shows many new grasses with
excellent quality and possible improvement in specific traits.
Data from 2012 and 2013 did not show large entry
differences when averaged over Location Performance
Index groups. In contrast, data from 2013 and 2014
showed larger entry separations. Entries such as
Benchmark, Aspire, Wicked, Grand Slam GLD, Stellar
SGL, Uno, Evolve, Thrive and Pangea GLR finished
in the top statistical group for turf quality in several LPI
groups. When analyzed by geographic region (2011-14
data), many of the same entries had turf ratings in the
top statistical groupings for almost all regions. Other
entries that also performed well within various regions
include Bandalore, Rinovo, Green Supreme, SR 4650,
Evolution and Diligent. The exception to this was the
Riverside, CA location where the only entries in the top
statistical group include Vintage, Excellence, Prominent,
GO-G37 and Seductive.
The Amherst, MA location experienced historic injury
as a result of the 2013-14 winter. Winter damage ranged as
high as 97%, however, a few entries such as PST-2NKM
and Bandalore showed less than 25% damage. In addition,
counts of poa annua plants per plot were lowest with Sienna
(14), Provost and Allante (both at 15.7), while some entries
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contained over 140 poa annua plants per plot.
Evaluations of specific performance traits (called Trait
Specific Testing) are now emphasized by NTEP, starting
with this trial. An example of this is traffic tolerance testing
at four locations, drought tolerance testing at two locations
and a salt tolerance greenhouse trial. Traffic tolerance
evaluations ended with about 60-70% of entries finishing in
the top statistical group. And drought testing yielded even
smaller entry separation.
On the other hand, salt tolerance screening showed
large differences among entries. At 12,500 PPM salt
levels, many entries performed well and ended in the top
statistical grouping. However, with salt levels increased
to 15,000 PPM (sea water is 35,000 PPM), only three
entries, Manhattan 6 GLR, Rinovo and Green Supreme
maintained 50% or greater ground cover.
Several diseases were rated over the four years of the
perennial ryegrass trial and this four-year report allowed us to
summarize all the disease data. Grey leaf spot (Magnaporthe
oryzae) is one of the most destructive pathogens to attack
perennial ryegrass. At two locations, grey leaf spot was noted
and some of the best entries included SR 4650, Karma,
Vision, Apple 5GL and Expedite.
Stem rust (Puccinia graminis) was rated at three locations
with Evolution, Stellar 3GL, Octane, Pangea GLR,
Banfield and Bonneville among the highest scoring
entries. Brown patch ratings at two locations showed
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Bandalore, Stamina and Karma at the top and Pythium
blight (Pythium sp.). ratings at Blacksburg, VA had GODHS as the best and only entry in the top statistical group.

Fineleaf Fescues
The term “fineleaf fescue” actually includes several
species. Strong creeping red fescue (Festuca rubra spp. rubra)
and slender creeping red fescue (Festuca rubra var. littoralis)
possess rhizomes and therefore add knitting ability to a sod
mixture. Chewings fescue (Festuca rubra ssp. fallax) has a
bunch-type growth habit and traditionally better disease
resistance than the creeping red-types. Hard fescues (Festuca
brevipila) are also bunch-type grasses but have generally
better drought tolerance than Chewings or creeping types.
Sheep fescue (Festuca ovina L. ssp. hirtula) is best suited for
low maintenance sites because of its unique, swirly, growth
habit from within the crown of the plant.
Last year we reported on data from the five-year
summary from our trial planted in 2008. A new fineleaf
fescue trial was established in 2014, with first year data
from that trial now available. This new trial consists of 42
total entries, broken down into hard fescue (10), strong
creeping red fescue (16), slender creeping red fescue (3),
chewings fescue (12) and sheep fescue (1). The trial is
planted at ten standard trial locations and eleven ancillary
trial locations.
A good separation among entries was noted at most
locations. As expected, trial location seemed to have
a significant influence on entry performance. This is
potentially due to differences in establishment during this
first year of evaluation. It could also be due to disease that
was active at several locations.
For instance, Beudin and Minimus are hard fescues
that performed very well at some locations in 2015.
Beudin was the top entry at East Lansing, MI, as well as
finishing very close to the top of the quality rating heap at
St. Paul, MN, (lawn mowing height), Corvallis, OR, and
Pullman, WA. However, Beudin was an average to below
average performer at Urbana, IL, and College Park, MD.
Minimus finished at the top for turf quality at College
Park, MD, and Adelphia, NJ, two fairly similar sites in
the Mid-Atlantic. But Minimus also was the top rated
entry at Quebec City, Canada. Minimus showed good
resistance to leaf spot disease in 2015, which probably
contributed to its higher ratings. Minimus also performed
at average or below at several sites.
Traffic tolerance will be evaluated on this trial under
fairway mowing height and also lawn mowing height. In
2015, traffic was evaluated at three sites, East Lansing,
MI, (fairway), Storrs, CT, (fairway) and Amherst, MA,
(lawn). The fairway sites utilize an apparatus that simulates
golf cart traffic and damage. The locations used a similar
protocol: two passes per day with the traffic simulator,
three times per week from May through September. The
fairway sites had a surprising level of agreement among
the top entries, with ten entries finishing in the top turf
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Bentgrass
New trials of bentgrass were
established in fall 2014, with
the first data being released in
spring 2016. Two species are
included in the latest trials:
creeping (Agrostis stolonifera)
and colonial (Agrostis tenius).
First year data (from 2015)
is presented here, although
it should be considered with
caution since results may
change with further testing.

Putting Green Trial
This trial, containing
twenty creeping bentgrasses,
The Motz group installed Tifway bermuda sod, grown by Carolina Green, at M&T Bank Stadium, home of the was established at nineteen
NFL’s Baltimore Ravens. The Ravens removed their existing synthetic turf surface and replaced with natural
locations. Turfgrass quality
turf at the request of their players.
ratings collected during the
first year showcased many
quality statistical group at both locations. At the Amherst,
promising
new
experimental
cultivars. Previous top
MA, (lawn height) location some of the same entries were
top finishers, however, several other entries performed well performers Declaration, V-8, Penn A-1 and Luminary
also, indicating that mowing height may have a significant were often outperformed by new entries such as 777, DC1, DLFPS-AP/3018 and PST-ROPS. In addition, the
impact on cultivar performance.
commercial
cultivars Kingdom, Barracuda, Shark and
Fairway maintenance levels, particularly in regions
Nightlife
delivered
good quality at selected locations in
where fine fescues may suffer heat and drought stress,
2015,
along
with
V-8,
Declaration and Luminary.
is being evaluated in this trial. The West Lafayette, IN
This trial was also evaluated at three golf course sites:
fairway maintenance trial did not show large significant
Los Angeles Country Club in California, the California
performance differences among entries in 2015. The same
can be said for the trial located at the California Golf Club Golf Club of San Francisco and North Shore Country
Club in Glenview, IL. 777, GDE and DLFPS-AP/3018
of San Francisco, where fine fescues are already in use.
were
the only entries to finish in the top turf quality
These two locations obviously differ greatly in climate,
grouping
at all three locations. At L.A. Country Club,
therefore, it will be interesting to see if these results hold,
PST-ROPS
had the highest quality average in 2015; in
or change over time.
San Francisco, Pure Select, Kingdom and L-93XD were
As noted above, diseases were rated at several locations
the outstanding cultivars. And at North Shore Country
in 2015, most likely contributing to quality score
Club, 777 and GDE top the quality rating average.
variability. Diseases such as red thread, pink snow mold
As with the previous trial, wear tolerance evaluations
and dollar spot are occasionally seen on fine fescue, and
were
conducted at the Amherst, MA, location in 2015.
these three were rated at one location each. Leaf spot and/
This
location
imposes wear by dragging a stiff brush across
or melting out (Bipolaris, Drechslera, or Exserohilum sp.)
the
plots.
This
action causes bruising and abrasions that
are additional troublesome diseases, and these were seen
mimic different types of damage. In this first year, GDE,
at Columbia, MO, Adelphia, NJ and New Brunswick, NJ
Kingdom, Barracuda and DLFPS-AP/3059 showed the
in 2015. There was significant variation among the sites,
best traffic tolerance, along with six other entries.
even within the two New Jersey locations. For instance,
Bentgrasses are susceptible to many diseases, therefore,
7H7 hard fescue had one of the highest leaf spot ratings
disease
resistance has always been an important feature of
at Adelphia, NJ, but was below the top statistical group in
any
new
bentgrass cultivar. Dollar spot is one of the most
leaf spot ratings collected at New Brunswick, NJ. Melting
damaging diseases on bentgrass and, in 2015, dollar spot
out ratings collected at Columbia, MO showed 7H7 in
was noted and rated at several locations. L-93XD had the
the bottom 25 percent of entries. Melting out is caused
highest dollar spot average rating at the three locations
by several unique species, however the leaf spot damage
reporting data. Other entries including DLFPS-AP/3018,
in New Jersey could have been also caused by different
Barracuda
and PST-ROPS also rated high for dollar spot
organisms, which would explain the variable results seen
tolerance.
Other
important diseases such as brown patch
with 7H7 and other entries.
and pink snow mold were rated in 2015, but very little
statistical significance was noted.
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Fairway/Tee Trial
The 2014 trial consists of fourteen creeping and three
colonial bentgrass entries and is planted at nineteen
locations. First year data often reflects establishment rate
and any initial seedling disease issues, therefore, long-term
performance needs to be determined before making a
cultivar choice.
In 2015, creeping bentgrasses generally outperformed
their colonial bentgrass cousins. Past top creeping bents
007 and Crystal Blue Links are the entries that any
new experimental needs to outperform, and in 2015,
those two standard entries demonstrated their excellent
qualities. However, new entries DC-1 and L-93XD,
along with commercial cultivars Barracuda, Shark,
Nightlife, Kingdom and Armor looked impressive at
several locations in 2015 and may challenge the past
top performers by trial’s end. For colonial bentgrass, top
performer Greentime has some serious competition with
PPG-AT 104 and DLFPS-AT/3026 performing well at
East Lansing, MI, Lexington, KY, and Blacksburg, VA.
Our trial location in Riverside, CA, utilized a reduced
irrigation level but no significant differences have been
seen yet among entries. The story was different at the three
ancillary traffic locations, Amherst, MA, Blacksburg,
VA, and Fayetteville, AR. Colonial bentgrass DLFOSAT/3026 was excellent at all three locations, finishing
within the top three entries. No other entry showed
consistent traffic tolerance at all three entries in 2015, but
of course, more testing is needed to confirm these results.
Disease resistance is a very important trait for
bentgrasses used on fairways or tees. Two particularly
devastating diseases, brown patch and dollar spot, were
rated a several locations in 2015. Brown patch was noted
at three locations during the test period. As we have seen
in the past, results showed the colonial bentgrasses, as a
group, with inferior brown patch tolerance. In fact, the
creeping bentgrasses overall were mostly tolerant of brown
patch infection. The creeping bentgrass entries with the
least brown patch in 2015 were L-93XD and Armor,
however, several entries performed statistically equal to
those two entries.
In contrast, data collected showed the colonial
bentgrasses DLFOS-AT/3026, PPG-AT 104 and
Greentime with the highest tolerance to dollar spot. More
variation was noted among creeping bentgrasses with
L-93XD, H10G-OP, 007 and Shark rating high for dollar
spot tolerance at one or two locations, but not all locations.

Other Species
Other cool-season species, such as prairie junegrass
(Koeleria spp.), tufted hairgrass (Deschampsia cespitosa),
rough bluegrass (Poa trivialis), supina bluegrass (Poa
supina) and annual bluegrass (Poa annua) are potential sod
products, although limited in their utility and geographical
area of adaptation.
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Native species, such as junegrass and tufted hairgrass,
under low maintenance can form a dense sward with an
appearance somewhat like perennial ryegrass or Kentucky
bluegrass. One tufted hairgrass cultivar has been tested
by NTEP (1998 NTEP Fineleaf Fescue trial). The other
bluegrass species, rough, annual and supina are still very
much under development without a lot known about their
performance characteristics and production needs. Other
native species, such as inland saltgrass (Distichlis spicata)
and poverty grass (Danthonia spicata), have special traits
such as salt tolerance (inland saltgrass) or tolerance to
infertile soils (poverty grass), but are probably several years
away from commercialization.

WARM-SEASON
In spring/summer 2013, new trials of bermudagrass
and zoysiagrass were established, with 35 entries in each
trial. In addition, a unique new trial was established in
conjunction with the United States Golf Association
(USGA). The trial evaluates bermudagrass (15 entries),
zoysiagrass (11 entries) and seashore paspalum (2 entries)
at eleven locations under putting green conditions.
The second year of data from each of these three warmseason trials is now available from NTEP. Even though
each trial features a different set of data, a common theme
of all these trials is data on initial establishment from 2013.
However, due to the unusually harsh winter that many
locations experienced in 2013/2014, several entries were
never able to establish at some locations. Data on winter
injury was collected and the cooperators were consulted on
the condition of their trials. Since 2013-14 was the worst
winter in more than thirty years, the decision was made by
NTEP to replant several or all entries at the worst winter
injury sites. NTEP has never replanted so many entries and
locations in our history, but we felt it was necessary to give
all entries an equal opportunity to establish and perform.
No more replanting will take place for these three trials.
The information on the entries replanted at each location is
noted on the data tables.

Bermudagrass
The new bermuda NTEP trial contains eighteen (18)
seeded entries and seventeen (17) vegetative entries.
Many of these entries are experimental cultivars or new
commercial cultivars. NTEP evaluates warm-season
grasses by comparing seeded and vegetative entries,
and also by separately comparing seeded vs. seeded and
vegetative vs. vegetative.
Turfgrass quality ratings this early in a trial cycle are
partially reflect establishment and winter survival, and not
necessarily long-term performance. However, these ratings
can indicate the potential of new entries vs. established
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cultivars. In 2016, DT-1, was one of the outstanding
entries with turf quality ratings in the top statistical group
at 12 of 15 standard locations. OKC 1131, OKC 1163,
JSC-2-21-1-v and JSC-2-21-18-v, all vegetative entries,
also performed very well finishing in the top statistical
group at many locations. This performance is comparable,
or even better in some cases to Latitude 36, a past top
performer and Tifway, probably the most widely utilized
turf bermudagrass in history.
And as in the past, the seeded entries were often
outperformed by the best vegetative entries. However,
at the Jay, FL, and Tucson, AZ, locations, the seeded
entries 12-TSB-1, MSB 002 and Princess 77 performed
statistically similar to the top vegetative entries. Some
other entries at times have performed statistically equal
to the best vegetative entries. Therefore, several years
of data will help us to determine if these new seeded
experimentals can match the quality and performance of
the vegetative bermudas.
Several ancillary trial locations conducted unique
tests in 2015. Some results were not significant, as in
most of the nematode counts made in Gainesville, FL.
Significant differences were noted in traffic tolerance
at Lexington, KY, with Tifway, JSC-2-21-1-v and
NuMex-Sahara topping the traffic ratings. However,
these same differences were not noted during traffic stress
while conducted at Knoxville, TN where little statistical
differences among entries were noted.
The most striking performance differences were seen in
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an ancillary trial evaluating drought tolerance at College
Station, TX. In that trial, DT-1 and OKC 1131 were
statistically superior to almost every other entry, where
turf quality scores ranged from 7.5 to 2.2 (LSD=0.8).
Since water use reduction is probably the most important
issue the turf industry is facing, it will be interesting to see
if these results continue in subsequent years.

Zoysiagrass
Meyer zoysiagrass was released in the early 1950’s and
has been a standard in the industry ever since. Meyer is
known for its medium leaf texture (for a zoysia japonica
type) and excellent winter hardiness. Zeon is a zoysia
matrella type that is finer textured than Meyer. Zeon is a
standard for use on golf course fairways and tees because
it can develop a dense turf at mowing heights of 0.5”
or lower. Both grasses are included in this new trial as
standard entries.
One of the weaknesses of zoysiagrass is its rate of
establishment, especially compared to other warm-season
species. Therefore, plant breeders are working to improve
spread and recovery rate in zoysiagrass. In addition,
Meyer historically has not performed particularly well
in the warmer southeast and southwest locations. For
both of these traits, it appears that breeders are making
considerable gains.
As with the bermuda trial, injury in the winters
of 2013-14 and 2014-15 significantly affected some
locations. Winter injury was evident at Manhattan, KS,
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West Lafayette, IN, and Columbia, MO with turfgrass
quality and percent cover ratings being affected by that
injury. Meyer and KSUZ 1201 suffered only a small
amount of winter kill at those locations (only 1.3 and 9.7
percent, respectively at Manhattan, KS). The two winters
damaged DALZ 1301 and FAES 1305 more, however,
they recovered enough to provide quality almost equal to
Meyer and KSUZ 1201 at the three northern locations.
Results from the southern locations indicate that other
experimental zoysiagrasses have thus far, provided higher
quality turf than Meyer and Zeon. 09-TZ-54-9 was one
of the outstanding new entries in 2015 finishing in the top
statistical group in seven of nine standard trial sites. Several
other entries including DALZ 1303, FAES 1303, FAES
1305, A-1 and FAES 1319 performed very well at a few
locations, but their performance was much more location
dependent. In most cases, Meyer was in the bottom third of
all entries with Meyer showing poorer performance in the
more southern locations. Zeon more consistently held its
own against the new experimentals, but it too fell out of the
top statistical group at most locations.
Ancillary trials of traffic, drought and shade tolerance
yielded their first data in 2015. College Station, TX,
imposed significant drought stress on the entries, rating
turf quality and percent ground cover to measure drought
tolerance. Several entries, including Zeon, FAES 1313
and FAES 1305 rated high for turf quality as well as over
70 percent living ground cover at the end of the recovery
period. Possibly due to the drought stress, large patch
disease, also called zoysia patch (caused by Rhizoctonia
sp.), was noted at the College Station location, with ten
entries, including FAES 1307, FAES 1309, FAES 1310,
FAES 1316 and FAES 1315 showing no damage.
Traffic was imposed on the zoysia entries at
Fayetteville, AR, and Raleigh, NC. 09-TZ-54-9, FAES
1304 and FAES 1319 showed consistent results by being
the only entries to finish in the top statistical group for
turf quality at both locations. And shade tolerance was
tested at two locations, Riverside, CA, (artificial shade)
and Carbondale, IL, (natural shade). Results are not yet
consistent among shade locations, therefore, additional test
years are needed to identify shade tolerant entries.

This plot of ‘Yak’ yarrow (Achillea millefolium) is in the 2015 NTEP
Cool-Season Low Input trial at St. Paul, MN.
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Warm-Season Putting Green
In the late 1990s, NTEP and USGA collaborated on a
trial to evaluate creeping bentgrass and bermudagrass on
putting greens situated at golf courses. The purpose of that
trial was to evaluate putting green cultivars under actual
golf course putting green conditions. For bermudagrass,
eight golf courses were chosen in locations as varied as
Florida, California, Missouri and other sites.
Data collected from that trial (http://www.ntep.org/
reports/bg98o/bg98o_02-10f/bg98o_02-10f.htm) showed
that bermudagrass could work well as a replacement for
creeping bentgrass in the lower Transition Zone and
southern U.S. That trial contained seven bermudagrasses,
several of which have become well established now in the
golf turf industry.
More recently, the USGA is interested in identifying
warm-season grasses that can provide acceptable putting
surfaces where course owners want to save water, pesticide
and fertilizer inputs. In addition, the USGA is interested
in evaluating potential new putting green grasses that can
be mowed higher, do not require as much cultivation and
vertical mowing, but still provide a good quality playing
surface. Hence, the idea for a new collaborative trial,
which we established in 2013.
A new twist on this trial is that we have included not
only bermudagrass, but also zoysiagrass and seashore
paspalum. Seashore paspalum has been utilized on putting
greens for the last decade or so, but zoysiagrass has almost
no history as a putting green surface in the U.S. (zoysia
has been a mainstay of ‘summer’ putting greens in Japan
for decades). Including three different species in one trial
offered challenges, particularly in management specifics that
may differ from one species to another. However, eleven
trial cooperators (seven at university sites, four on golf
courses) felt up to the challenge and the trial was born.
One of the goals of the trial is to maintain consistent
putting green speeds of at least 9 feet on the stimpmeter.
This speed is adequate for most mid-level public and
private courses where reduced maintenance inputs and
costs are necessary for the course to be profitable. How
to maintain that speed is up to the site manager (or
golf course superintendent), but a set of guidelines were
developed to help manage the trial. In addition, it was
determined that since some locations could suffer winter
kill each year, turf covers would be provided to those
locations and would be used as a standard maintenance
practice (adopting what a mid-level golf course may do
to protect their investment). The use of covers came into
focus the first winter, with the severe cold temperatures.
As explained last year, despite the covers that were
used at several locations, winter injury from 2013-14 was
significant at some locations. This winter injury caused
NTEP to replant some or all entries at four locations in
summer 2014. Therefore, establishment data collected
during the trials’ first year (2013), was collected again at
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locations. It is possible that several of these entries may
end up as suitable alternatives for bermuda on lower
input greens in the southern to mid-central U.S.
The two seashore paspalum entries showed excellent
establishment and reasonable quality thus far. UGS
143 and the standard entry SeaDwarf performed
very similarly at almost all locations in 2015. Also, as
expected, both seashore paspalum entries died at the
northern locations of Lexington, KY, and Bloomington,
IN.
Ball roll measurements were collected at most
locations in 2015. However, only two locations (Jay,
FL, and Mississippi State, MS) recorded our minimum
threshold of about 100 inches of roll (250 cm) using
the stimpmeter (on at least one rating date). Only the
bermuda entries Tifeagle, FAES 1302 and CTF-B10
achieved ball roll distances of at least 100 inches at
both locations. None of the zoysia or seashore paspalum
entries rolled at least 100 inches, however, that could be
due to differences in management needs.

St. Augustinegrass
This sign informs golfers about the 2013 USGA/NTEP warm-season putting
green trial at Rancho Mirage, CA.

several locations in 2014. And several trial locations did
not establish properly, or were set back by the winter of
2013, therefore, not a great deal of quality, density, disease
and ball roll data could be collected during the first two
years. The winter of 2014-15 was also colder than normal
in some locations, which delayed some entry development
and hence, collection of some of the more advanced data
parameters. Also, various issues led to the unfortunate
abandonment of the trial at Tequesta, FL.
In 2015, several experimental bermudagrass entries
performed equal to, or better than our standard entries
Tifdwarf, Tifeagle and Mini-Verde at some locations.
MSB-264 and MSB-285, experimentals from Mississippi
State University have performed very well thus far at several
of the more southern locations. Other experimentals such
as 08-T-18, 11-T-861, FAES 1302 and OKC-16-13-8
have shown good turf quality at several locations. And the
newly commercial cultivar ‘Sunday’ has finished in the top
turf quality statistical group at eight of the ten locations.
Significant differences in genetic color, density, leaf texture
and fall color retention were noted among entries, which
largely led to the quality ratings separation.
For zoysia in 2015, several experimental entries
produced turf quality that rivaled many of the
bermudagrasses. DALZ 1308 was one of the best zoysia
entries in 2015, finishing in the top statistical group at
every location, including the most northern location
(Bloomington, IN). Other entries from Texas A&M –
Dallas, including DALZ 1306, DALZ 1307 and DALZ
1309 were also consistent performers. Commercially
available L1F was a top performer at a few southern
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St. Augustinegrass is a species where several older
cultivars are still competitive in the marketplace.
Floratam, developed by the University of Florida and
Texas A&M and released in 1973, Raleigh, a cold tolerant
cultivar and newer releases Mercedes and Palmetto still
dominate the U.S. market. In some areas, sod producers
grow and market their own local selections while there
are still common-type cultivars, like Texas Common sold
extensively in some markets.
Our most recently completed st. augustinegrass trial
included three standard entries (Floratam, Raleigh, and
Mercedes) and three experimental entries, planted at five
locations. A new trial has recently been developed and
established, but no new data will be available until 2017.
Therefore, data from 2007-2012 is the latest and most
useful NTEP information on st. augustinegrass and what
we are using for this report.
Turf quality data from 2007-2012 at Gainesville, FL,
and Griffin, GA, showed no statistical differences among
any entries. Turf quality ratings averaged over the same
period from Mississippi State, MS, Raleigh, NC, and
College Station, TX, did however, show some statistical
differences. At Mississippi State, MS, DALSA 0406,
Mercedes and Raleigh finished in the top statistical
group, with the same three cultivars plus Captiva finishing
in the top statistical group at Raleigh, NC. At College
Station, TX, only Captiva did not finish in the top
statistical group. Therefore, DALSA 0406 was the only
experimental entry with statistically comparable quality
ratings to Mercedes, Raleigh and Floratam.
'DALSA 0406' had more winter injury at Raleigh,
NC, than Raleigh and Mercedes, but DALSA 0406
showed comparable grey leaf spot ratings to Mercedes and
Raleigh. Captiva and DALSA 0602 had the highest grey
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leaf spot ratings in data collected at Raleigh, NC.
Floratam has been the workhorse st. augustinegrass
over the last 30 years, and it showed superior take-all
patch (Gaeumannomyces graminis var. graminis) resistance
at Gainesville, FL. Floratam also keeps its color longer in
fall than Raleigh, however this ability to grow in cooler
weather makes Floratam more susceptible to winter
injury. Floratam is also one of the fastest spreading
cultivars, however, DALSA 0406 showed statistically
equal spread ratings at several locations. Floratam was
also the highest rated cultivar for resistance to both brown
patch and large brown patch diseases.

Seashore Paspalum
Seashore paspalum is known for its salt tolerance,
however some cultivars are valued for their turf quality as
well. NTEP started testing of seashore paspalum for the
first time in 2007. Five vegetative entries and one seeded
entry were planted at eight locations in spring/summer
2007. As with st. augustinegrass, a new seashore paspalum
trial was just initiated this year. Therefore, the 2007-2012
data summary is the most recent NTEP information on
seashore paspalum.
Summarized turf quality data from 2007-2012 at six
locations shows five of the six entries in the top statistical
group, with only UGA 7 finishing out of the top group. At
our coldest winter location, Fayetteville, AR, four of the six
entries (UGA 7, UGA 22, UGA 31 and Sea Isle 1) finished
in the top statistical group, but no statistical differences were
noted in winter injury. Very few other ratings showed much
on the way of statistical differences.

Buffalograss

This NTEP Cool-Season Low Input Trial is at St. Paul, MN. Note the clover
which was included in many mixtures in the trial. The light green plot in the
center is Ky-31 tall fescue.

been released since our last NTEP trial was initiated, two of
those cultivars from the University of Nebraska. Prestige is
a commercially available vegetative cultivar released in 2003.
And most recently, the University of Nebraska released the
seeded cultivar Sundancer.

Centipedegrass
Centipedegrass performs well in the more acidic, dense
soils of the southeast U.S. and does so with probably the
least maintenance required of any warm-season species.
Curiously though, improved centipedegrass cultivars have
been slow to become commercialized. In fact, NTEP has
never tested centipedegrass due to the lack of a significant
number of cultivars available. Seeded centipedegrass cultivars
are dwarfed in the marketplace by common centipede, the
major centipedegrass seed sold. A new cultivar, TifBlair,
reportedly more cold-tolerant than other cultivars, has been
commercialized within the last several years.
Kevin Morris is executive director of the National
Turfgrass Evaluation Program (NTEP).

There has not been sufficient interest to start a new
All photos by Kevin Morris.
buffalograss trial, therefore, the data that we compiled
from 2002-2006 is the most recent
we have available. Considering the
four years of data from the 2002
trial, cultivar performance depended
th
mainly on geographical location. The
vegetative cultivar ‘Density’ had high
quality ratings in the southern locations
of Tucson, AZ, Riverside, CA, and
Dallas, TX, with lower turf quality
As ASPA/TPI looks forward to celebrating 50 fabulous years, there’s no
ratings, relative to other entries, at more
better way to support such a milestone anniversary than by contributing
northern locations. Legacy, another
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vegetative entry, had the highest quality
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GROWING THE UNL TURFGRASS BREEDING
& RESEARCH PROGRAM
By Suz Trusty
Editor’s note: This is the third in a series of articles covering
university reports on their turfgrass breeding and research
programs. If your University is involved in turfgrass breeding,
please contact suztrusty@TurfGrassSod.org for the opportunity to
feature your program in an upcoming issue of Turf News.
The buffalograss breeding program at the University of
Nebraska-Lincoln (UNL) was established in the mid-1980s
through a cooperative agreement with the United State Golf
Association (USGA). The goal was to leverage buffalograss’s
tolerance to low inputs and develop it into a species with
suitable quality for the golf industry. This partnership
continues and UNL has, and continues to make significant
advancements toward that goal. Heading the program since
May of 2011 is Dr. Keenan Amundsen, UNL assistant
professor and turfgrass geneticist.

Dr. Keenan Amundsen extracts DNA for genetic marker development
and testing. Photo by Liqi Li

After earning a B.S. in mathematics, Amundsen opted for a
career that involved more than numbers. He earned his B.S.
degree in crop and soil sciences at Michigan State University
(MSU). He then evaluated where he could make an impact in
the turfgrass industry and focused on breeding. He remained
at MSU, earning an M.S. degree while working as a research
assistant in molecular biology to improve those skills. His
next step was a research assistant position with Dr. Scott
Warnke, research geneticist with the USDA, at the National
Arboretum in Beltsville, MD, working on enhancement
of turfgrass germplasm for reduced input sustainability.
While there, he earned his Ph.D. in bioinformatics and
computational biology at George Mason University.

Molecular Biology at Work
All of this equipped him for his current position. “My
primary research objective is to develop improved buffalograss
TPI Turf News July/August 2016

Highly stoloniferous buffalograss clone selected for its dense canopy and
short stolon internode length. Photo by Dr. Keenan Amundsen

cultivars. My lab's research is focused on enhancing
buffalograss performance, seed yield, sod characteristics,
and stress tolerance. At a basic research level we are applying
genetics and computational biology tools to advance
buffalograss breeding efficiency, develop improved cultivars,
and understand the genetic components contributing to turf
traits and stress tolerance.”
Describing himself as a “sequencing nerd,” Amundsen
explains his complex research of transcriptomics as “using
new molecular tools to analyze DNA genome structure and
architecture of a plant, and to determine what genes are
turned on in a sequence of DNA fragments that segregate
with a trait of interest, and identify genetic markers associated
with a specific trait. Turfgrasses are often highly polyploid
species with hundreds to thousands of genes involved with
a specific plant’s reaction to a given stress and its level of
resistance to that stress. The molecular analysis enables us
to do genotyping, finding the patterns of markers that are
associated with a trait, and thus select the right progeny to
develop to produce a variety with that trait. We can test for
a trait and in a week or two narrow the options to select a
limited number, 20 or so, plants with the potential to carry
that trait. It would normally take years of research in the
greenhouse and in the field to reach that point.”
Amundsen notes the technology and the methods have been
used for years in grain grasses, such as corn, wheat and rice.
“In turf systems, we’re working with a sodded type plant
that is clonally propagated, rather than a row crop that is
seeded, so there are multiple differences, but we can adapt
the tools for the systems we work in,” he says. “Our research
strives to identify new sources of host resistance or improved
quality. Then we can select plants with those traits and cross
them with elite germplasm to interject those traits into our
breeding program.”
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Buffalograss Development Continues
The program’s progress now builds on the work of his
predecessors and, Amundsen says, “I owe a considerable
thank you to them. The legacy goes back to Dr. Ed
Kinbacher who had collected the initial germplasm. And it
continued with the insight, diligence and perseverance of Dr.
Terry Riordan and then Dr. Bob Shearman who pursued the
development of improved, sustainable buffalograss varieties.”

At the UNL Turfgrass Research Field Day, Dr. Keenan Amundsen
describes the process of introgression breeding, which is used to move
specific traits from one buffalograss to another. Photo by Liqi Li

Buffalograss is a warm-season turfgrass species, native to the
central Great Plains. Amundsen says, “It has exceptional cold
hardiness; natural stands extend as far north as Canada. It is
adapted to heat, is drought, disease and insect tolerant, and has
good lateral growth with stolons. But common buffalograss has
long internodes, is wispy and not very dense or uniform, and
has strong winter dormancy, becoming straw-like in appearance
at the first hard frost. UNL’s research and breeding program
concentrates on counteracting those negatives and has done well
in doing so with its variety introductions over the years.”
One of the things that sets buffalograss apart is it is a dioecious
species, with separate male and female plants. The morphology
(the form and structure) of the flowers is so dramatically
different they originally were classified as two different species.
The female inflorescence is below the surface of the turf
canopy, while the male produces a spikelet that extends several
inches above the turf canopy. Other than that, there’s no
difference in the appearance of the male and female plants.
Amundsen says, “For turf management, the female plants are
preferred. If we can identify the female early in the process,
it speeds the breeding of preferred plants. We’ve done quite
a bit of work trying to understand the genes for gender. We
can detect the male and female before the plant reaches
maturity, but we haven’t been able to tell if a particular plant
will flower profusely. At this point, we have to wait to see the
performance in the applied field research to determine that.”
The UNL program has been very successful with
advancements in resistance to buffalograss’s two biggest
threats: chinch bugs and leaf spot disease. They also are
making progress in resistance to false smut.
Amundsen describes his research facility as a standard
molecular biology lab. “But we have an incredible resource,

the UNL super computer, along with several skilled faculty
members, which allows us to do our analysis onsite. Because
there is so much data, many other programs must send their
high throughput sequencing work to outside labs for analysis.”
Approximately 800 square feet of greenhouse bench space
is dedicated to the turfgrass program and it’s within the
same houses year after year. Germplasm “mother plants” are
maintained in gallon containers there, along with the range
of experimental research plantings.
Buffalograss plugs are highly stoloniferous and can fill in
quickly from a single plant. Typically, with one foot spacing,
the area will fill in completely in one growing season. That’s
how research plant materials are planted in the field where
most are maintained. Currently, approximately 15 acres are
devoted to the collections and the research evaluations, with
the largest fields one acre. Ongoing field research includes the
most problematic abiotic stresses for buffalograss managers—
shade and traffic. Earlier stages of these studies have
identified promising accessions in both categories.
The top performers of varieties introduced to date are Legacy
and Prestige, with a broader range of adaptation, good
uniformity, a denser canopy and better stress tolerance. They
are the standard of comparison for new accessions. UNL has
a collection of approximately 2,000 buffalograss genotypes.
Amundsen attributes that to the early collections and exploiting
the collecting trips throughout the Great Plains. He says, “We
really have an advantage since buffalograss is native. The diversity
just within Nebraska encompasses four ecoregions: mixed grass,
tall grass, Sandhills and shortgrass. Water variations range from
24-to-28-inches of precipitation a year, to 8-to-12-inches. That
makes the whole state a working lab.”

Variability among elite buffalograss germplasm selections.
Photo by Dr. Keenan Amundsen

Amundsen describes his role as combination geneticist, project
manager and administrative coordinator. He says, “We have
excellent cooperation throughout the UNL agronomy and
horticulture department, some highly-skilled technicians and
dedicated student assistants. A key step in the final stages of
evaluation of our elite germplasm is working with our sod
producers for testing under their typical establishment and
sons
maintenance programs. Their insights on direct comparisons
are critical in determining if there is enough value added
in promising varieties to introduce them.”
Suz Trusty is co-editor of Turf News.
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CHALLENGED TO INSPIRE
By Suz Trusty
Joel Addink of A-G Sod Farms introduced the speaker for
the TPI Conference Inspirational Breakfast in Houston,
TX, last February. Fitting—as his wife Shirley was that
speaker who would touch hearts with a message of faith,
hope and humor. Joel shared copies of an article he’d read
about her 27 years ago, which prompted him to meet that
incredible lady.
Shirley and her friend, Rhonda Lemonds, in their 20s
at the time, were nurses at the University of Missouri
Hospital and Clinic in Columbia, MO. Their Christian
singles group had gathered for a retreat at the home of
Rhonda’s parents, in Lake St. Louis, MO, a community
built around two manmade lakes. While most of the group
headed home after church and lunch on Sunday, June 19,
1983, Shirley and Rhonda joined friends for an afternoon
of water skiing.
The lake was turbulent with a horde of boaters, but Shirley
did well on two skis. Twice she kicked off a ski and attempted
to ski on one, and twice she fell. As the boat’s driver retrieved
the ski, the boat drifted toward Shirley as she was swimming
to board it. The boat backed over her drawing her legs into
the propeller.
Shirley said, “We went to church every week when I was a
child, so I had the head knowledge. But in my teens, when
I surrendered to the Lord, the Bible took on new meaning
for me. I knew that God would never leave me and never
forsake me, that He was with me always. It’s through His
miracle I’m here today.”
Though the tow rope had blocked a full body assault, her
right leg was mangled; her left cut deeply; and both were
bleeding profusely. “I looked at the water filled with blood,
but instead of panic and fear, the 23rd Psalm filled my
mind,” said Shirley.
The pieces of the miracle fit together. Rhonda swam out
to support her. The head nurse of the closest hospital lived
on the lake, called 911, and ran to help. Others shared a
surfboard which Rhonda and friends used to float Shirley
to shore. Paramedics arrived a few minutes later; slowed
the bleeding; assessed the severity of the injuries; and
alerted the hospital to assemble a team of surgeons. In
shock, with massive blood loss, she was rushed to the
operating room.
Shirley says, “In intensive care the next morning, I learned
my right leg had been amputated above the knee and my left
leg had required 56 stitches, but I could wiggle the toes on my
left foot. I knew my life would be changed forever. The words
of John 16:33 say ‘In this world you will have tribulation...’

Not you might, but you
will. Yet it also says ‘…
But take heart, I have
overcome the world.’
And also, in Philippians
4:13, ‘I can do all
things through Him
who strengthens me.’
We can try to run from
suffering, or allow it to
make us angry, or we
can let it teach us how
to live more fully. With
the Lord’s help, if we try,
that will happen.”
She spent two weeks
in the hospital; six
weeks in a wheelchair
at her parents’ home in
Norfolk, NE. It took
five months for her left
leg to heal; physical
therapy was difficult
and painful. But once
Shirley Addink fields questions with
fitted with a prosthesis,
grace—and humor.
she quickly learned to
walk again. Through it all, friends reported Shirley was
the one comforting others; greeting each challenge with
determination, faith—and humor.
She tackled water skiing on one ski in July, 1984;
completed her B.S. degree in nursing; snow skis and plays
golf. She’s wife to Joel and the Mom of two daughters and
a son, “that keep me running. The prosthesis fits high on
the leg and stays there through the suction principle. “It’s
a struggle to find one that works well and is comfortable.
While it’s sometimes easier to manipulate with crutches, I
don’t like to make others uncomfortable.”
Faith is her rock and foundation; humor is her ice-breaker.
“There are advantages,” Shirley said. “I get pedicures at
half-price. We get to ride first at Disney. And it gives me
great stories. I love to paint, and had climbed high up the
ladder while painting outside. My leg fell off and landed in
the bushes.” She jokes, “Joel had to call the fire department
to get his wife off the roof.”

“Others cope with so much more. I count
my blessings every day and thank God for
all he’s given me.”
Suz Trusty is co-editor of Turf News.
Photo by Steve Trusty
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Compiled by Suz Trusty
The American Sod Producers
Association (ASPA) was officially
established on July 11, 1967. (It
was renamed Turfgrass Producers
International (TPI) in 1994 to better
reflect the international scope of the
association.) This article—covering
1980 to 1989—is the third decadeby-decade review of the growth of the
association, leading up to the 50 &
Fabulous Anniversary Celebration.
Much of the information covered in
the “50 & Fabulous–Countdown to
TPI’s 50th Anniversary” series of
articles will be drawn from the History
of Turfgrass Producers International,
which was developed for the 40th
Anniversary of TPI. It was edited by
Dr. Wendell Mathews, former editor
of Turf News, and Walt Pemrick,
TPI president 1983-1984. Among
the others assisting with historical
documentation, was Dr. James B
Beard, and his “Evolution of Turfgrass
Sod,” is included in the publication.
The 40th Anniversary book drew on
material included in the 25th Anniversary
book, titled Turfgrass: Natures Constant
Benediction, which was co-edited by
Janice Betts and Dr. Wendell Mathews.
Both books acknowledge and thank the
multiple contributors of information and
photos. A quote from Turfgrass: Natures
Constant Benediction sums up not only the
compilation of historic background, but
also the development of the association,

“Together, all of us have done what
one person could not accomplish.”
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1980

Gerry Brouwer is all smiles as the judges check the harvested sod during the 1980 Field Day at Gem
Sod Farms Ltd., Fort Saskatchewan, Alberta.

The ASPA Midwinter Conference was held at the Contemporary Hotel,
Disney World, Orlando, FL, on February 24-26, with over 300 registrants
and total attendance well over 700. Sessions featured topics of practical interest
to sod growers: field management, business, marketing, agronomics and
legal regulations. Following the Conference, Ed Davis, R&D Sod Farms,
Okeechobee, FL, hosted over 110 ASPA members. Davis provided a tour of his
900 acres of St. Augustine sod and demonstrated his self-designed, redesigned
and adapted equipment.
ASPA’s Summer Convention and Field Days, headquartered at the Four Seasons
Hotel, Edmonton, Alberta, Canada, July 20-22, drew over 400 registrants and
their families. The Sunday evening welcome party theme played on Edmonton’s
“Klondike Days” celebration. The first day’s program included a trip to Big Lake
Sod Farm Ltd., Wetaskiwan, for a tour and irrigation demonstration. Raymond
A. Johnson, Shamrock Turf Nurseries, Inc., Hanna, IN, was elected 1980-1981
President. The first woman was elected to the ASPA Board of Trustees, Michelle
Williams, Meredith Sod Farms, Salt Lake City, Utah. Convention chairman and
Field Day host, Don Stumborg, Gem Sod Farms, Fort Saskatchewan, Alberta,
welcomed attendees to a busy day with 22 demonstration time slots and 27 daylong exhibit spaces.
Among the year’s highlights, the ASPA Board of Trustees approved an advisory
“Council of Past Presidents.” ASPA also retained a financial consultant, Dennis
Marx of Ernst & Whitney; fought farm labor contractors restrictions; granted
additional funding for Fusarium blight research; and approved development
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recognizing his “vision and unselfish dedication in helping
organize and promote the sod industry.” Guest speaker,
Roman Gabriel, 16-year National Football League (NFL)
star quarterback and, at that time, Cal Poly Pomona head
football coach, told attendees he preferred natural grass to
“that other stuff.” He expressed concerns about playing on
artificial turf, noting it could cut your career short.
ASPA’s 15th Annual Summer Convention and Field
Days drew attendees to Hershey Lodge in Hershey, PA,
“Chocolate Town, U.S.A.", July 15-17. Twenty-nine
exhibit booths were the hub of opening night. Paul Davis,
Davis Sod Farm, Harrisburg, PA, hosted a tour Thursday
afternoon. Field Day Host was Bob Hummer, Sporting
Valley Turf Farms, Manheim, PA.

of a new “benefits of sod” brochure. Two new Turfgrass
Associations were formed: The United Turf Producers’
Association, in England, and the Queenland Turf Growers
Association of Australia.

Turf News initiated the “Seed Company Reports,” now the
focus of each July/August issue. The National Coalition
for a reasonable 2, 4-D Policy launched as a non-profit
clearing house to confront unreasonable assaults on
agriculture chemicals. ASPA received public television
recognition on “This Old House” and “Victory Garden.”

1981

1982

A time to relax on the turf during the 1980 Farm Tour at Big Lake Sod
Farm Ltd., Wetaskiwin, Alberta.

The Sahara Hotel at Lake Tahoe, NV, headquartered
ASPA’s Midwinter Conference, February 16-18. Steve
Cockerham, Rancho Verde Turf Farms, Perris, CA, who
served as program chair, would be elected as ASPA’s 19811982 President in July. Business-related Conference topics
included energy and water use, recent legal developments,
tax advice and relevant information on organized labor
and unions. Agronomic topics ranged from foliar applied
nutrients and soil fumigation to new turfgrass varieties.
Exhibits, added to the Conference to provide a forum
for direct interaction between attendees and suppliers,
drew large and enthusiastic crowds. An honorary
ASPA membership was presented to Dr. W. H. Daniel,

Attendees check out the tractors during the 1981 Summer Field Day at
Sporting Valley Turf Farms, Manheim, PA.
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ASPA’s Midwinter Conference was held in Maui,
Hawaii, March 3-5, at the Royal Lahaina Hotel, with
the theme, “Survival of the Fittest.” A traditional luau
drew 330 attendees. Business-related sessions emphasized
sod production cost analysis and ways to save money,
while agronomic issues were addressed in split sessions
for warm- and cool-season grasses. Exhibits were
again featured. The Maui Farm Bureau hosted tours to
agricultural sites, including a pineapple production field,
and other points of interest.
The ASPA Council for Strategic Planning was formed,
following the completion of an in-depth survey and study
of ASPA’s organizational structure, functions, staff and
member attitudes, by The Dalton Group of Washington,
D.C., that had been approved and initiated in 1981. The
Council was charged with review of the resulting report,
starting with the “Membership Opinion Survey,” and
providing recommendations to the Board of Trustees.
Stouffers Inn, Denver, CO, served as headquarters for
ASPA’s Summer Convention and Field Days July 21-23.
The opening evening session featured 27 exhibit booths,
encouraging interaction between attendees and suppliers.
Ralph W. White, Jr., Southern Turf Nurseries, Tifton,
GA, was elected 1982-1983 President. Proposed bylaws
changes, accepted by vote, included: listing the former
vice president position as president-elect; combining the
former secretary and treasurer positions; and including
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The judges are ready. Let the rodeo begin. (left to right): Norm LeGrande, Jim Adams, Tom Thornton, Glenn Rehbein, Vickie Markham and Ray Weekley.

the immediate past-president as an officer. The Thursday
afternoon highlight was the first ASPA Sod Rodeo,
with 15 teams competing, held at the Field Day Host
Farm, Green Valley Turf, Platteville, CO. Owner Russell
Wilkins welcomed attendees back the next day for onthe-field demonstrations.

1983
The ASPA Midwinter Conference was held at the Hilton
Palacio del Rio, San Antonio, TX, February 16-18. It
was preceded by the “Turfgrass Water Conservation”
symposium, February 15-16. Coordinated and co-chaired
by former ASPA President Steve Cockerham and Dr.
Victor Gibeault, University of California, it featured
12 research experts from education and industry who
addressed water conservation as it relates to turfgrass
selection, production and maintenance. Dr. Gibeault
provided a summary of the symposium in a Conference
session. On February 16, another pre-Conference event
was held, the Financial Management Seminar, which
also was summarized in a Conference session. Additional
sessions focused on cost control in sod production,
marketing, and sales, offering practical tools to deal
with the recession and depressed markets. The opening
reception was again held on the exhibit floor. The Council
for Strategic Planning presented the ASPA Board of
Trustees a five-year plan for developing and disseminating
information about marketing, business and technology to
“the membership and the Green Industry at large.”
ASPA’s legal counsel helped to place turfgrass sod within
the Federal definition of agriculture to benefit members

50

in labor and tax issues. Sodding S. A. of Buenos Aires,
Argentina, imported Tifgreen and Tifway sprigs from
Tifton, GA, establishing three acres of each to sell as sod
or sprigs.
The First International Summer Convention and Field
Days, held July 11-13, at the Resorts International Hotel,
Atlantic City, NJ, was hosted by the New Jersey Sod
Producers Association. At a 1982 Board Meeting, the
Board approved an International focus every third Summer
Convention. A key session was the panel presentation by
ASPA international members. Walt Pemrick, Warren’s
Turf Nursery, Inc., Crystal Lake, IL, was elected 19831984 President. The tour visited Tuckahoe Turf Farms,
owned by George and Tom Betts, in Hammonton and
Tuckahoe, NJ. The first summer Field Day was hosted by
Novasack Brothers Turf Farm in South Seaville, NJ.
ASPA announced
the management
agreement with
Executive Director
Bob Garey, Shirley
Potter, and the
staff at Garey
Management
Organization,
Gearing, NE,
At the 1983 First International Sod Conference
which began in
& Field Day in New Jersey, Warren Schuch,
1974, would not be Turfgrass Inc., Past President of Cultivated
Sod Association of NJ (left) presents a plaque
renewed. ASPA,
to Dr. Henry Indyk, Chairman of Local
and its members,
Arrangements committee.
thanked them for
their leadership and friendship. The search for a full-
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time executive director, focusing exclusively on ASPA,
resulted in the hiring of Doug Fender, previously director
of communications for the Golf Course Superintendents
Association of America (GCSAA). On December 12,
ASPA became an occupant of the High Point Plaza office
building in Hillside, IL, 10 miles from both downtown
Chicago and O’Hare Airport.

1984
ASPA’s Midwinter Conference was headquartered at the
Riviera Hilton, Palm Springs, CA, February 21-23. The

“Sodfest,” Summer Convention and Fields Days were
held at the Olympia Resort, Oconomowoc, WI, July
24-26. The opening reception and exhibit viewing
were “poolside.” William L. Campbell, Fairlawn Sod
Nursery, Lynden, Ontario, Canada, was elected 19841985 President. Tour stops included: Lurvey Sod Farm;
America Sod Farm, with viewing and demonstrations of
old sod equipment; the Ransomes/Bob-Cat plant; and
Long Island Farm, where Jim Huggett spoke of his sod
operation, mint production facility and computer usage.
Field Day Host was Warren’s Turf Nursery, Sullivan, WI,
where a static display area was offered as well as equipment
displays and demonstrations.

1985

The exhibit area is a great gathering spot.

February 21 pre-conference seminar, “Reaching Your
Market’s Full Potential,” featured seven speakers who
each used specific, sod-related marketing information
to provide practical tools attendees could use in their
businesses. The seminar was summarized as a Conference
session. Other business-related sessions covered writing
business plans, legal developments, recordkeeping, the
housing construction outlook—and computer use. A
split session for warm- and cool-season grasses addressed
agronomic issues.
New Bylaws required Board of Trustee members to be
Class A (sod producing) members. The Board of Trustees
approved a Code of Ethics. An ASPA “Member Profile”
survey, distributed to all Class A members, drew a
response rate of nearly one-third and favorable distribution
by size and geography to enable establishment of an
informational base of industry “norms.” Data covered four
areas: marketing, operations, ASPA participation, and
member demographics.
New turf-type tall fescues were reported to be gaining
interest from Southwest growers. New South Wales
officially formed a state sod producers association. The
Oklahoma Sod Producers Association was formed.
North and South Carolina sod producers united to form
a joint organization.
TPI Turf News July/August 2016

The Contemporary Resort Hotel, Disney World, Orlando,
FL, headquartered ASPA’s Midwinter Conference,
January 30-February 2. Conference Program Chairman,
Ike Thomas, Thomas Bros. Grass Co., Granbury, TX,
would be elected 1985-1986 President in July. Over 500
attended. A special seminar and educational sessions
detailed the theme, “Issues, Answers & Insights.” At the
tour of R&D Sod Farm, Okeechobee, FL, participants
received printed examples of the computer programming
used there. Open for ten hours, the exhibit area included
an ASPA booth where promotional/marketing materials
were offered.
ASPA’s Board of Trustees approved a new organizational
structure designed to improve communications and
coordination among committees. ASPA sponsored a daylong, March 26, “Great Lakes Regional Sod Seminar” in
suburban Detroit, which drew attendees from eight states
and one Canadian province, including 26 registrants from
17 prospective firms. The half-day, southern sod seminar
was held in conjunction with the Southern Turfgrass
Conference and Show, November 17-19, at the Opryland
Hotel, Nashville, TN. Turfgrass Water Conservation was
published. The 155-page book contained technical papers
first delivered at the February 1983 symposium financially
sponsored by ASPA. ASPA’s legal counsel presented
a detailed description of sod grower’s warranties and
disclaimers in Turf News.
ASPA’s Summer Convention and Field Days,
headquartered at the Prince Hotel, Toronto, Ontario,
Canada, July 17-19 were hosted by The Nursery Sod
Growers Association of Ontario. Educational programing
opened the convention and a prayer breakfast was held the
last morning. The tour visited a duck farm/sod operation
and tour host, Brouwer Turf Equipment, where they also
viewed antique and unique equipment collected by the
host association. Field Day host was Larry Smilsky, M.
Smilsky, Ltd., Hampton, Ontario.
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Windsor, England, September 16-18. Sam Leon, Leon’s
Sod Farm, Frenchtown, NJ, supplied the 450,000 square
feet (41,806 square meters) of sod installed on Liberty
Island, home of the Statute of Liberty.

The 1985-1986 ASPA Officers and Board Members (left to right): Bill
Campbell, Bob Johnson, Doug Morgan, Al Gardner, Ike Thomas, Dick
McGovern, Randy Tischer, Bob Goodrich, Dave Payne and George
Betts (not pictured: Ed Davis).

1986
SunBurst Resort, Scottsdale, AZ, headquartered
ASPA’s Midwinter Conference, February 5-7. The preConference “Marketing Seminar” was presented by Dr.
Charles Greenidge, consultant to landscape contractors/
nurserymen. The opening reception was held in the
exhibit area, featuring 28 booths. ASPA’s 10th honorary
membership was presented to Dr. Richard Smiley,
Oregon State University. Preventive maintenance and
problem solving procedures were addressed during the
“Tech Session.” A “Sod Sales Staff” panel discussed
marketing through sales reps. The new Manufacturers’
Advisory Counsel held its first meeting. Host C. C. Willis
welcomed 120 participants to the tour of Western Sod
Farm, Casa Grande, AZ.
The first International Study Tour to New Zealand
and Australia in October drew 74 participants from 31
firms. ASPA expressed criticism of the Environmental
Protection Agency’s (EPA) planned Diazinon ban. ASPA
was represented at the Rolawn stand during the “Royal
Windsor ’86” Sports and Leisure World Trade Exhibition,

A mowing demonstration at the 1986 Field Day at Emerald View Turf
Farm, O’Fallon, MO.
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ASPA’s Second International Summer Convention and
Field Days, headquartered at the Sheraton West Port
Hotel, St. Louis, MO, July 23-25, was deemed a great
success. Alvern K. Gardner, A-G Sod Farms, Inc.,
Broomfield, CO, was elected ASPA’s 1986-1987 President.
“Club 601,” an expanded effort to increase membership to
601, was announced. Over 500 lunches were served during
the Field Day at Emerald View Turf Farms, O’Fallon,
MO, hosted by Ed Keeven, Sr. and family. The tour visited
the research plots at the Monsanto Research Farm and
Emerald View Turf Farms.

1987
A record 522 attended ASPA’s Midwinter Conference,
headquartered at the Diplomat Hotel, Hollywood, FL,
February 2-4. The computer seminar, coordinated by
Woodrow Dick, consultant to the American Association
of Nurserymen (AAN), eliminated some of the mystique
about buying and using a company computer. Sessions
focused on agronomic topics, including the use of chemicals
in sod production. The tour was hosted by the Florida
Sod Growers Association (FSGA) and coordinated by
Ray Caruthers, Big B Farm, Belle Glades, FL. Stops
included the St. Augustine variety development plots at the
University of Florida; Mace Sod; a sugar cane production
operation; and Big B Farm’s sod operation and harvesting.
ASPA testified in the attempt to reverse the EPA’s Diazinon
ban. ASPA headquarters were moved to Rolling Meadows,
IL. The “Turf Installation Guide,” a four-color brochure,
became available to members. ASPA membership reached
601; the “Club 701” membership drive was planned. The
operators of Kibbutz Ruppin Turf Farm in the Beit She’an
Valley, Israel, developed use of a nylon sling to eliminate the
wooden pallet return problem.
ASPA’s Summer Convention and Field Days were held
at the Westin Hotel, Seattle, WA, July 29-31, with the
opening reception again held in the exhibit area. A special
education program featured David Deitz, program director
of the Pesticide Public Policy Foundation (3PF); Dr. C.
Reed Funk, noted turfgrass breeder, Rutgers University;
and Tom Cook, Oregon State University. George Betts,
Tuckahoe Turf Farms, Tuckahoe, NJ, was elected ASPA’s
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1987-1988
President. Field
Day Host, Pete
Barron, Barron
Turf Farms,
Enumclaw, WA,
welcomed the 535
registrants
Ray Weekly,
Chantilly Turf
Farms, Inc., and
Traci Thomas, the daughter of Emory Thomas
Louis Brooking,
and Emily Tischer, the daughter of Randy
Brookmeade
Tischer, in 1987.
Sod Farm, Inc.,
served as field day announcers. ASPA’s 11th Honorary
Membership was presented to Dr. Funk. The tour visited
the research plots of Washington State University Farm
5, near Puyallup, WA; Barron Turf Farms; and the
Rhododendron Species Foundation Gardens.

1988
ASPA’s Midwinter Conference, headquartered at the
Sheraton Hotel, New Orleans, LA, February 10-12, broke
previous records with 445 registrants. A capacity crowd of
100 attended the pre-Conference “Motivational Leadership
Seminar” led by Eric McCarty, president of Management
Concepts, Inc. General education sessions were featured on
Thursday and Friday mornings, with concurrent technical
sessions both afternoons. Tour visits included the University
of Louisiana Research Center and Simpson Sod Company,
Covington, LA.
ASPA’s Second International Study Tour, October
19-November 3, drew 54 participants for visits to turfgrass
farms in England and Scotland, the Sports Turf Institute,
Wimbledon All England Tennis Club, and St. Andrews
Golf Course. Terry Berkowitz was named ASPA secretary/
administrative assistant, succeeding Kathleen Colbert.
ASPA’s incorporation was moved from Ohio to Illinois.
EPA banned Diazinon use on sod farms and golf courses.
ASPA issued a “Member Profile Survey” to all Class A
(sod producing) members to update and expand on the
informational base of industry “norms” established following
tabulation of the 1984 survey. The 35 percent response rate
and favorable distribution by size and geography matched
that of the first survey, providing valid and valuable data
to document industry growth. One of the most significant
changes was in company computer usage, rising to 61.3
percent compared to less than a third in 1984.
The Sheraton Inner Harbor, Baltimore, MD, headquartered
ASPA’s Summer Convention and Field Days, July 2729, which broke previous attendance records with 953
registrants. The Maryland Turfgrass Association assisted
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with coordination and professors from the University of
Maryland provided technical agronomic sessions. The
exhibit floor was a key attraction. Edward H. Davis, R&D
Sod Farms Inc., Okeechobee, FL, was elected ASPA’s
1988-1989 President. Members approved a new Class E
“Affiliated” membership category. The Field Day host was
Millard Stedding, Green Manor Turf Farm, Sykesville,
MD. The tour included the Maryland Department of
Agriculture’s Seed Testing Labs, the USDA turfgrass test
plots, and Fairwood Sod Farms, Glen Dale, MD.

Lunch is served at the 1988 Field Day at Green Manor Turf Farm,
Sykesville, Maryland.

1989
Crowds gather for the demonstrations at the 1989 Field Day at Eastside
Nursery, Groveport, Ohio.

ASPA’s Midwinter Conference was headquartered at
the Marriott Hotel, San Diego, CA, January 25-27. The
pre-Conference seminar, “Succession,” was led by Mike
Henning, Henning Family Business Center. The exhibit
and luncheon areas were combined, pleasing both attendees
and exhibitors. Sessions addressed business issues, such
as housing market statistics and analysis of indicators for
tracking economic trends that impact the sod market.
ASPA President Ed Davis addressed the problems of water
shortages and controls and the related growing interest in
“Xeriscape.” The tour visited Floyd Wirthlin’s Am-Sod
Farm, located in the Tijuana River Valley.
ASPA continued interest and support of the Immigration
Reform and Control Act. Sharon Till, Australian
Turfgrass Research Institute, reported on the use of
electrophoresis for positive varietal identification. Turf
News introduced ASPA’s first sod equipment “Buyers
Guide.” Members received two new ASPA publications:
Lawn and Sports Turf Benefits and Turfgrass Sod Farm
Employee Handbook Models.
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1980-1989

During the netting demonstration, Clarke Staples, Ryan Equipment Company, is harvesting plots at Novasack Brothers Turf Farm, the 1983 Summer Field Day Host.

ASPA increased its focus on turfgrass sod’s positive
environmental benefits, especially as related to concerns
about groundwater contamination and global warming.
As part of that initiative, Turfgrass Environment, a unique
publication developed by the Environmental Benefits Ad
Hoc Committee, chaired by Cecil Collings, Green Valley
Turf Farms, Inc.; took shape under the direction of subcommittee chairman, Randy Tischer, Green Velvet Sod
Farms. It was supplied to ASPA members to provide a broad
array of information on the importance of turfgrass to the
environment, with an emphasis on turf and water usage.
Tischer also headed the delegation that discussed turfgrasses’
beneficial environmental impact with Congressmen, Senators
and their staffs in Washington, D.C.
The Third International Summer Convention and Field Day
headquartered at the Hyatt Regency Hotel, Columbus, OH,
July 17-19. The educational sessions were held at The Ohio
State University (OSU). A highlight was the overview of

the sod operations of John Anderson, Anco Seed and Turf,
Victoria, Australia; Robert Laycock, Rolawn, York, England;
and Minotu Ito, Itograss Agriculta, Brazil. Dr. Harry
Niemczyk addressed turfgrass sod as a filtering agent for
various pollutants. Randy Tischer was elected ASPA’s 19891990 President. The tour visited OSU and the O. M. Scott
turfgrass research facilities. Field Day events were hosted by
Eastside Nursery, Groveport, OH, coordinated by owner and
Convention Chair, Woodrow Wilson, and Dick Wilson.

Happenings in the '80s
Debuts in the ‘80s included the TV networks CNN, Fox
TV, and The Weather Channel. The first mobile phone,
IBM PC, Microsoft Word and Windows, Swatch, Post-It
Notes, Pac-Man and Nintendo were released. Gas was up to
$1.19 per gallon in 1980, but back down to 97 cents by 1989.
Sandra Day O’Connor became the first female Supreme
Court Justice. The 1982-1983 recession hit. The Aids virus
and Mad Cow Disease were identified. Floppy shirts,
padded shoulders, big hair, and white stilettoes were in. Top
movies included Raging Bull, E.T., Raiders of the Lost Ark
and Platoon. Popular music included: Magic, Another One
Bites the Dust, Ghostbusters, Let’s Dance and Footloose.
Editor’s Note: The History of Turfgrass Producers International
is available to TPI members in digital format. Also available are
PDFs of the ASPA Charter Members and all ASPA/TPI Conference
and Convention dates and sites, including the Host Farm names.
Past Weeds, Trees and Turf magazine articles and other historical
resources are available to TPI members through the Turfgrass
Information Center (TGIF). To access these materials, visit the “For
Members” tab on the TPI website www.TurfGrassSod.org. If you
see someone you know that is unidentiﬁed in any of the photos or
have further information on any of the events, please let your editors
know so that we might update the photos for future use.
Also, if you have any photos that you’d like us to consider for
or
future issues, please contact your editors.

Attendees certainly feel welcome with this sign to greet them at the 1989
Field Day at Eastside Nursery, Groveport, Ohio.
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‘GRASS ROOTS’ OUTREACH EXPANDING
By Suz Trusty
The ‘Grass Roots’ Initiative, a collaboration of the
U.S. National Arboretum (operated by the USDA’s
Agricultural Research Service) and the National Turfgrass
Federation (NTF), fills a vital role in delivering the
message of “…the uses of turf, the management of turf,
the benefits of turf, the value of turf.”
Its centerpiece, an innovative exhibit of interactive displays
located near the Arboretum’s visitor center, has been
capturing the attention of an ever-increasing number of
Washington, D.C. visitors since it opened in the fall of 2014.
The Lawn Institute is one of the sponsors of ‘Grass Roots.’ Kevin
Morris, NTF president, and executive director of the National
Turfgrass Evaluation Program (NTEP), says, “Sod producers,
locally and regionally, were instrumental in donating products
and services to launch the ‘Grass Roots’ exhibit.”
Exciting outreach is radiating from that solid base reports
Geoffrey Rinehart, Grass Roots Initiative coordinator,
providing an update on the highlights.

‘Grass Roots’ Growing to
Maryland SoccerPlex

Construction of the ‘Grass Roots’ exhibit at the Maryland SoccerPlex
began in March, with the grand opening of the completed exhibit
scheduled for early September. Photo by Shaun May, Maryland SoccerPlex

The USDA/NTF ‘Grass Roots’ initiative and the
Maryland SoccerPlex have partnered to create ten
interactive educational displays at the complex in the same
format as those featured in the arboretum exhibit.
The Maryland SoccerPlex, about 25 miles northwest of
Washington, D.C., in Boyds, MD, features 24 regulationsized soccer fields and an award-winning stadium field.
It’s the home of the multiple programs of the Soccer
Association of Montgomery (SAM) and of professionallevel play with the Washington Spirit of the National
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Women’s Soccer League. In addition, it hosts regional and
national youth soccer tournaments, drawing over 600,000
visitors per year. The ‘Grass Roots’ exhibit is strategically
located to attract those visitors, on a one acre site in front
of the ticket booth on the south lawn adjacent to the
SoccerPlex’s stadium field.
“We are very excited to partner with ‘Grass Roots’ and
to have such an interactive and educational exhibit at the
Maryland SoccerPlex,” said Maryland SoccerPlex Executive
Director Trish Heffelfinger. “The exhibit will highlight
new technologies in the turfgrass industry, and the effects
of turfgrass and lawns on the environment. It will also,
hopefully, lead to further scientific breakthroughs.”
That enthusiasm is shared. “Collaborating with the
Maryland SoccerPlex made sense on so many levels," said
Morris. "Right from the beginning Trish (Heffelfinger)
offered to not only help with funding, but offered the
expertise of SoccerPlex Director of Grounds Ryan Bjorn
and his crew.” Rinehart adds that the assistance will extend
far beyond the initial development, with Bjorn and his
crew providing the onsite maintenance for the exhibits.
“It’s already a great partnership,” says Rinehart. “We’re all
looking forward to the open communication and ability to
share the similarities and differences between the sites, both
on the technical components of turfgrass management and
the visitors’ interaction with the exhibits.”
Construction began in March, with the grand opening
of the completed exhibit scheduled for early September.
Naturally, the first area of concentration was the sports
field segment. Rinehart says, “We put in the irrigation
and the four sports fields are in place, each featuring a
different surface. The cool-season field is turfed with HGT
Bluegrass. One of the warm-season fields is Latitude
36 Bermudagrass; the other is Zeon Zoysiagrass. The
last field is synthetic turf. Chad Price, president of TPI
member Carolina Green Corp., Indian Trail, NC, handled
the sports field installations. The company also was a
major contributor of sod and services for the ‘Grass Roots’
displays at the arboretum.”
“The ‘Grass Roots’ exhibit drew an estimated 30,000
visitors during our first calendar year,” reports Rinehart.
“That’s nearly seven percent of the 400,000 visitors to the
arboretum. Attracting seven percent of the Maryland
SoccerPlex’s 600,000 visitors would total 42,000. With the
format of tournament play, a team might play its first game
at 8:30 am and then play again around 11:00 am. Families
are at the complex and will be looking for something
interesting to do between games—like visit the ‘Grass
Roots’ exhibit. We’re anticipating that factor will raise
the attendance percentage significantly. And the number
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of visitors to our Arboretum display continues to grow.
Between the two locations, we could have 80 to 90,000
people learning about the benefits of turfgrass.”

The National Cherry Blossom
Festival “Petal” to the Parks
Bike Ride

Festival’s mascot, Petals, a charming gnome. Of course
he and Morris shared information on the displays with
the riders, inviting them to interact with the turf as they
learned about it.
As Rinehart notes, such events contribute to the bigger
picture, the continuing efforts to work with the NPS on
developing the National Greenscapes Corridor concept. It’s
a collaborative effort among the U.S. National Arboretum,
the National Mall, and Arlington National Cemetery,
all top stops for national and international tourists. “The
NGC seeks to promote public awareness of the use of
turfgrass and turf ’s role in these iconic places, how turfgrass
contributes to the functional, cultural and historical
significance of these places, and how the inputs used to
maintain these areas produce many benefits for society.”

Geoffrey Rinehart, Grass Roots Initiative coordinator, welcomes the
“Petal” to the Parks bike riders and talks turf with them. Photo courtesy of
‘Grass Roots’

Rinehart says, “This is the second year ‘Grass Roots’ has
partnered with the Cherry Blossom Festival on a bike ride.
They want to broaden their reach to all potential visitors.
By working with them and connecting with their public
relations and marketing expertise, we can introduce a
wider audience to the benefits of turfgrass.”
Most people don’t realize that all of the city parks in
Washington D.C. are run by the National Parks Service
(NPS). To tie into the centennial year for NPS, the Cherry
Blossom Festival selected “Connecting People to Parks”
as their theme and several parks were visited by the nearly
40 riders that gathered on May 15. Park Rangers met the
group at each park site, talking turf and answering questions.
The Bike Ride is made possible through partnerships with
BicycleSPACE, NPS, the National Arboretum and NTF.
Participants, including Kevin Morris, gathered in the
DuPont Circle area of DC to begin the 13-mile ride. They
rode through Georgetown; stopped at Rock Creek Park;
then pedaled to “America’s front yard,” the National Mall.
During that stop, the riders learned a bit about the historic
landscape and details of the Mall renovation. With the
sustainable subsurface work completed, the last green
component was added by installation of approximately a
half million square feet of sod, supplied by New Jerseybased Tuckahoe Turf Farms, Inc.
Then the bikers wound through Anacostia Park, a multiattraction facility that borders the Anacostia River. The
‘Grass Roots’ exhibit was their last stop where Rinehart
greeted them with snacks and drinks. He encouraged
them to join in a scavenger hunt for the Cherry Blossom
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Kevin Morris, NTF president, answers questions for fellow “Petal” to
the Parks riders at the ‘Grass Roots’ exhibit. Photo by Geoffrey Rinehart,
‘Grass Roots’

National Golf Day—National
Turfgrass Federation Day on the Hill
May 18, 2016, was the ninth year for National Golf
Day. It is now coordinated by WE ARE GOLF, which
was created in 2010. Described on its website as, “…
an industry coalition that communicates the economic,
charitable and environmental impact of golf, as well
the health and wellness benefits of the game and the
affordability and accessibility of golf, to Members of
Congress, the Executive Branch and regulatory agencies.
The goal of WE ARE GOLF is to ensure that laws
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and regulations that impact the golf
industry are equitable and appropriate
to an industry that generates nearly $70
billion in economic impact annually,
impacts close to two million jobs and
generates nearly $4 billion in charitable
giving each year.” Steve Mona, CEO
of World Golf Foundation, is also
administrator of WE ARE GOLF.
Among the golf organizations that
participated in the event are: the Club
Managers Association of America,
Golf Course Superintendents
Association of America, Ladies
Professional Golf Association, National
Golf Course Owners Association,
PGA of America, PGA TOUR,
United States Golf Association and
United States Golf Manufacturers
Council. The organizers announced
this year’s event also included PGA
TOUR Commissioner Tim Finchem,
2016 U.S. Ryder Cup Captain Davis
Love III, Vice Captain Steve Stricker
and LPGA legend Nancy Lopez.

This display for National Golf Day communicates the purpose of the ‘Grass Roots’ Initiative as
effectively as an elevator speech. Photo courtesy of WE ARE GOLF

The post-event press release reported
National Golf Day 2016 was the
most successful to date, with over 150
scheduled Congressional meetings in
one day.
Morris reports May 17, 2016, was
National Turfgrass Federation Day
on the Hill. With the long-term,
synergetic relationships forged over the
years, working in tandem to reach the
same audience is not just logical—it’s
smart. Thus ‘Grass Roots’, the most
visible and recognizable connection
to NTF for governmental personnel,
was one of those participating in the
day-long exhibit in the Rayburn Foyer
of the Capitol Building. Rinehart says,
“The ‘Grass Roots’ exhibit focused
on turfgrass education and outreach
and the importance of professional
turfgrass management to golf courses,
the environment and the economy.”
Morris adds, “Mark Weekly from
Chantilly Turf Farms, Inc., Chantilly,
VA; and Professor and Extension
Turfgrass Specialist Dr. Mike Goatley,
of Virginia Tech, Blacksburg, VA;
did a great job of representing TPI
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during the National Golf Day/
National Turfgrass Federation Day
on the Hill. Our focus is discussing
turfgrass benefits with Congress
and the Administration, as well
as discussing strategies to increase
funding for turfgrass research within
the federal government.”
A big highlight for Rinehart was
the turnout for a pre-arranged tour
of the ‘Grass Roots’ exhibit. He
says, “Despite rain and 57 degree
temperatures, 18 of the 22 who
had signed up attended, and two
more showed up for an even 20.
The interaction was excellent. And
several of those who were not able to
take part expressed their regrets and
commented that they’d heard the tour
was great. I was really encouraged by
the positive feedback.”

And More Outreach
The major projects and events
already noted are making a strong
impact in multiple areas—and
there are multiple other outreach
activities underway. Rinehart
conducts Homeowner Workshops
on three weekends in the spring
and two in the fall. They cover
topics such as correct species for
the site, seed or sod selection,
water saving strategies, mowing
heights, fertilization and spreader
calibration, and basic turfgrass

“Petal” to the Parks riders gather to enjoy
the ‘Grass Roots’ exhibit. Photo by Geoffrey
Rinehart, ‘Grass Roots’
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cultural practices, including aeration
and dethatching. “Attendance
ranges from 10 to 25,” he says. “The
goal is 30 to 40 for each workshop.”
He also provided turfgrass training
for Master Gardener programs in
Fairfax and Montgomery Counties.
“Classroom sessions are scheduled for
the winter months, with follow-up
training at the ‘Grass Roots’ exhibit in
the spring,” he says.
Rinehart is cultivating relationships
with governmental agencies, too. He
has given tours and interacted

with personnel from the EPA Water
Sense program. He’s offered tours
and technical support with turfgrassrelated programs to other agencies
and departments.
All this, and the ongoing
maintenance of the exhibit area,
management of the website and
social media, and all those other
things on the “To-Do” list require
time, effort—and funding. Support
in any and all of these big three
hree
would be much appreciated.
Suz Trusty is co-editor of Turf News.

The ‘Grass Roots’ exhibit entices visitor to learn as they explore and enjoy the green oasis of turf.
Photo by Geoffrey Rinehart, ‘Grass Roots’
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IT’S A DOG'S LIFE
educators and families since 2009, showing them how they
can “save the planet, one yard at a time.”
As part of the program’s outreach, each year Turf Mutt
awards grants to schools to use for “greening” up the
school environment, contribute to an outdoor classroom
or other environmental endeavor of the school’s
choosing.

Kris Kiser makes it easy for Lucky (aka the Turf Mutt) and Dottie to
get acquainted.

Rescue dog Lucky (aka the TurfMutt), and his owner,
Kris Kiser, president and CEO of the Outdoor Power
Equipment Institute (OPEI), appeared on the CBS Emmy
award-winning “Lucky Dog” show on May 7, 2016. The
heart-warming episode showed the adoption of an older
rescue dog, Dottie, with Lucky and Kiser welcoming her
into their home. Kiser also shared helpful advice on how
to have a great yard for your pet.
The “Lucky Dog” show follows animal trainer Brandon
McMillan, who rescues dogs that have been written off as
hard-to-love, out-of-control, untrained and un-adoptable.
On June 7, 2016, TurfMutt, the outdoor education and
environmental stewardship program led by the OPEI
Research and Education Foundation, signed an agreement
for a second season with the Emmy-award winning,
Lucky Dog television show on CBS and is expanding its
relationship with global children’s media and education
publisher, Scholastic.
The new episodes of “Lucky Dog” will feature TurfMutt
messages for viewers about how to create a quality, living
landscape and outdoor space for the health and well-being
of families and their pets. In a recent Nielsen Harris poll,
67 percent of women and 54 percent of men said that they
were interested in learning about how a yard provides a
safe place for families to gather and for children and pets
to play.
Kiser, the creative force behind TurfMutt, says, “This
expansion is a natural outgrowth of the TurfMutt program
and we know these expanded partnerships will help us
reach even more people.”
The national TurfMutt program has raised awareness
about the importance of living landscapes and our yards
to communities and families for the last seven years. The
program has reached more than 62 million children,
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This year, students in California and Virginia brought
home accolades for winning the TurfMutt “Be a Backyard
Superhero” contest and each earned their school a $5,000
grant. Since 2010, the TurfMutt program has awarded
$35,000 to schools.
The 2016 K-2 grand prize winner was Ali Tomlinson
of Playa Vista, CA, who attends Playa Vista
Elementary school. Her entry was “Teamwork Makes
The Dream Work,” a story about how Turf Mutt and
the outdoor powers saved a neighborhood. The 2016
grades 3-5 grand prize winner was Kashvi Ramani,
of Ashburn, VA, who attends Belmont Station
Elementary school. Ramani’s entry was the program’s
first-ever original rap song, “Outdoor Saviors,” which
she and her classmates performed.
Other new program developments include an expanded
www.TurfMutt.com site, a new digital storybook, and fresh
educational activities for the 2016-2017 school year.
TurfMutt is an official sponsor of the national 2016 Fido
Friendly Route 66 Pet Adoption Tour in September. Kiser
and McMillan both will attend. Kiser says, “Our pets
are an important part of our lives, and who better to be
an ambassador for the value of green spaces than a dog?
Green spaces today are under attack—from neglect and
from a lack of awareness about the benefits they offer.”
TurfMutt program materials are free and aligned to
Science, Technology, Engineering and Math (STEM)
standards, and in 2017 TurfMutt will join the initial launch
of the U.S. Green Building Council’s Learning Lab.
TurfMutt’s focus on environmental stewardship and
best practices for water use and landscape maintenance
have been widely accepted among educators, youth and
families. TurfMutt is an education resource at the U.S.
Department of Education’s Green Ribbon Schools, the U.S.
Department of Energy, the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency, Green Apple, the Center for Green Schools, the
Outdoors Alliance for Kids, the National Energy Education
Development (NEED) project, Climate Change Live,
Petfinder and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.
Information and photo courtesy of OPEI.
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LET'S TAKE THE MYSTERY OUT OF
TRAINING MILLENNIALS
By Evan Hackel
“What are the most effective ways to train
millennials?” is becoming the most asked question
posed to training professionals.
To training professionals who were born before 1980—the
year the first millennials were born—the question can
seem mysterious and complex. We look at millennials and
see a group of young people who seem addicted to texting,
who sometimes seem skeptical about the lessons we want
to teach them, and prone to changing jobs frequently.
That’s what we think we see. But do those rough
observations really reflect who millennials are or offer
insights on how millennials should be trained?
The answer is, not really. So let’s strategically decode the
millennial mindset and see what we can learn about how
to train them effectively.

Key Traits of Younger Millennials
Let’s focus on younger working millennials—those born
between about 1990 and 1995. Chances are they are the group
that is causing you to feel the most uncertainty regarding
training. Millennials born between those years are the younger
workers who might be applying for their first “real” post-college
jobs with your organization right now. They’re young and freshfaced. If you’re a generation or two older than they are, it could
be that you’ve hit some roadblocks when creating training
programs that work well for them.
Although generalizations tend to be flawed, here are
some attitudes that training professionals have found to
be shared by significant members of this cohort.
•

An entrepreneurial mindset – They want to stake out
a business identity and space for themselves, even in
larger companies.

•

Risk tolerance - Many are self-conﬁdent, able to take risks,
and willing to help their employers take chances too.

•

A love of technology - They tend to be highly mobile
and like to access information and training on
smartphones and tablets.

•

Social consciousness - They tend to be
compassionate and respond positively to working for
companies that embrace and support social causes
and “do good in the world.”

•

Openness - Many welcome being part of diverse
workforces. Furthermore, they are more welcoming of
alternative lifestyles than preceding generations were.

•

Career mobility – Your assumptions that millennials are jobhoppers could be correct. Many do not hesitate to change
jobs as a way to achieve personal goals and success.
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Critical Steps to Take when
Training Millennials
Here are some ways to make your training more compelling
and effective with younger millennial workers:
•

Deliver lessons and modules in short “digestible”
chunks that millennials can absorb quickly. They are
generally fast-moving and can tune out as soon as
training seems irrelevant.

•

Use animations, videos and other moving images
to deliver key concepts. They often work better
than words or text to convey important take-away
concepts to millennials.

•

Deliver training on platforms that millennials prefer
and already use, including smartphones and tablets.
Remember, millennials grew up using mobile devices.

•

Ask for their ideas and suggestions before and during
training, because millennials think like entrepreneurs, value
autonomy, and like to shape the content of their jobs.

•

Express your company values in your training. You
can explain, for example, that your organization is
trying not just to generate proﬁts, but to support
employees and do good in the world. When younger
millennials see that their work supports those
objectives, they are more likely to believe in company
leaders and initiatives—and more likely to experience
levels of satisfaction that make them want to
continue working for you in the long term.

Remember that Training
Fundamentals Still Apply
Don’t let the fact that you are training millennials worry
you. Even though they may differ in some ways from
your other trainees, the fundamental principles of all
good training still apply. That means knowing who your
trainees are and what they do, understanding the results
that you want to achieve, identifying metrics to measure
before and after training and delivering it in empowering
and interesting ways. No matter who you are training,
those principles still apply. So be brave about training your
millennial newcomers, go out, and get the job done.
Evan Hackel is the CEO of Tortal Training, an executive coach,
speaker and author of Ingaging Leadership: A New Approach to
Leading that Builds Excellence and Organizational Success. Tortal
Training specializes in developing interactive eLearning solutions
to make effective training easier by specializing in engagement. As
CEO, Evan promotes the Ingagement philosophy, which has helped
countless organizations create a culture of partnership and common
purpose to drive success. For more information on Evan Hackel, or to
purchase his book please visit www.Tortal.net.

TPI Turf News July/August 2016

TPI Turf News July/August 2016

65

50 & FABULOUS!
Celebrating
C
elebra
Our Past, Inspiring Our Future

Join Us In

66

TPI Turf News July/August 2016

TURF INDUSTRY NEWS
Overtime Rules Change December 1
The U.S. Department of Labor announced in May
that new rules governing overtime pay will take effect
on December 1. The new salary level required for the
executive, administrative, and professional exemptions
will be $913 per week, which comes to $47,476 per year.
This means anyone being paid a salary of this much or less
is subject to overtime pay. This replaces the threshold of
$23,660 per year.
Employers have four choices. They can pay time and a
half for any work over 40 hours per week. They can raise
employees’ salaries above the threshold. They can limit
employees to 40 hours per week. They can employ some
combination of these.
December 1 is a Thursday, which means that salary
increases to ensure continued use of the exemption
for weekly/biweekly employees must be made for the
workweek (or pay period) that includes December 1.
The salary level will be increased automatically every
three years, starting in 2020. The amount will be based
on the 40th percentile of full-time salaried workers in
the region in which the salary level is lowest (historically,
the South). The Department will publish the information
in the Federal Register in advance of the increase. It is
anticipated that the salary will be $51,000 per year on
January 1, 2020.
The National Association of Landscape Professionals
(NALP) is working with the Partnership to Protect
Workplace Opportunity (PPWO) Coalition and
disseminating information on these rules. The PPWO is
asking their members to tell Congress that S. 2707 and
H.R. 4773, the Protecting Workplace Advancement and
Opportunity Act, will provide relief from this rule.
19th Edition of “Farm Estate & Business Planning”
Book Released
The book that was first published in 1973 and has nearly
177,000 copies in circulation has been revised. The
book updates the 26 chapters with recent developments
in farm and ranch business planning since the 18th
Edition was published in 2014. The book is written
in easy-to-read language and is designed for use by
farm and ranch families. It is an excellent guide for
those who want to make the most of the state and
federal income and estate tax laws to assure the least
expensive and most efficient transfer of their estates to
their children and heirs. It contains detailed advice on
assuring worry-free retirement years, using wills, trusts,
insurance and outside investments as estate planning
tools, ways to save on estate settlement costs and federal
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estate tax, as well as suggestions for avoiding arguments
and friction in the family.
The book is written by Dr. Neil E. Harl, who retired
from the Iowa State University faculty after 40 years
of service. The book is now available in print and PDF
files, readable on all digital devices. The book can be
purchased at www.agrilawpress.com and Amazon.com. It
also also be ordered by emailing robert@agrilawpress.com
or calling 360-200-5666.
TPI Member Makes Golf Digest
List of Innovators & Influencers of 2016
Golf Digest named David Doguet, turfgrass breeder and
president of Bladerunner Farms in Poteet, Texas, to its List
of Innovators & Influencers of 2016.
Doguet is well-known for his work in developing advanced
varieties of zoysiagrass. Among Doguet’s zoysias are: Zeon
Zoysia, which was planted on the Olympic Golf Course
in Rio for this summer’s Olympic Games; and L1F, which
the Tiger Woods Design team used at Tiger’s first U.S.
course, Bluejack National.
The Golf Digest article on Futurists explains Doguet’s
contribution to the game of golf: “Doguet's various
crossbred strains—finer-bladed, more disease and insect
resistant, less thirsty … (have) made zoysia golf ’s new
super grass.”
Editors of Golf Digest introduce the Innovators &
Influencers section this way: “Meet the Innovators and
Influencers changing the game, whether you like it or
not … What golf might look like 100 years from now is
uncertain, but we do know it's the people with the bravery
to challenge traditions who will shape it … whose work
could change the game you love beyond recognition. For
the better, we think.”
The list was published in the May issue of Golf Digest. To
read the full story, visit Golf Digest online at: http://www.
golfdigest.com/story/innovators-and-influencers-of-2016.
OPEI Welcomes Michael Ross as Director of Standards
Ross will be involved with electrical product standards
development with the American National Standards
Institute (ANSI), the International Electrotechnical
Commission (IEC), the International Organization for
Standardization (ISO), and Underwriters Laboratories
(UL). He also will communicate with key regulatory
agencies, such as the Department of Energy, the
Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) and the
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and monitor
regulatory issues on behalf of OPEI. He will be staff
executive for the Electric Products Committee.
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Ross previously worked as a regulatory engineer for
handheld lawn and garden equipment for MTD
Southwest, Inc. He was the truck and traffic manager
for concrete mixers and pumpers at SCHWING and the
senior business manager for mixers and refuse vehicles
at McNeilus. He was a project engineer for electric and
fueled utility vehicles at Cushman and the engineering
manager for tracked vehicles at LMC.
Kris Kiser, president and CEO of OPEI, said standards
and regulations work is ongoing and of high importance
to OPEI members. “We’ll continue to tap into the best
industry experience available as OPEI continues to
progress its technical, regulatory and compliance areas.”
New NALP Board of Directors Take Office
National Association of Landscape Professionals (NALP)
new Board of Directors' term began May 1. Brett Lemcke,
Landscape Industry Certified, vice president of R.M.
Landscape, Hilton, New York, is the new president.
President-Elect is John Cundiff, Landscape Industry
Certified, Weed Man-Kansas City, Lees Summit,
Missouri. The Secretary/Treasurer is Jeff Buhler, Massey
Services, Orlando, Florida. Immediate Past President is
Scott Jamieson, Landscape Industry Certified, Bartlett
Tree Experts, Grayslake, Illinois.
2016-2017 Directors-At-Large include: Jason Becker,
Landscape Industry Certified, Caterpillar, Cary, North
Carolina; Mike Bogan, Landscape Industry Certified,
LandCare, Frederick, Maryland; Jim Campanella,
Landscape Industry Certified, Lawn Dawg, Nashua,
New Hampshire; Joy Diaz, Landscape Industry
Certified, Land Care Inc., Las Vegas, Nevada; Pete
Farno, Bayer, Research Triangle Park, North Carolina;
Tom Fochtman, Landscape Industry Certified, Ceibass
Venture Partners, Arvada, Colorado; Zach Johnson,
Landscape Industry Certified, Colorado State University,
Fort Collins, Colorado; Paul McDonough, Landscape
Industry Certified, KOCH Agronomic Services, Wichita,
Kansas; Frank Mariani, Mariani Landscapes, Lake Bluff,
Illinois; Shayne Newman, Landscape Industry Certified,
YardApes, New Milford, Connecticut; Barb Stropko,
Landscape Industry Certified, New Desert Gallery,
Inc., Tucson, Arizona; and Andrew Ziehler, Landscape
Industry Certified, Ziehler Lawn and Tree Care,
Centerville, Ohio. Bogan, Farno and Mariani are new to
the Board this year.
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Project EverGreen’s “Healthy Turf. Healthy Kids.”™
Creates Disk Golf Course for Minnesota Park
Project EverGreen, a national non-profit promoting the
value of preserving and revitalizing managed green spaces,
brought its “Healthy Turf. Healthy Kids.”™ Initiative to
Court Square Park in Belle Plaine, Minnesota on April 23.
Working in partnership with the Belle Plaine Park Board
and City Council, Belle Plaine Chamber of Commerce,
Belle Plaine High School FFA, Project EverGreen and
industry volunteers provided the materials and labor to
repurpose and renovate 150,000 sq. ft. of existing turf in
Belle Plain’s Court Square Park into a useable, safe, six-hole
disk golf course.
The new course will capitalize on the growing popularity
of the sport which uses a Frisbee instead of a golf ball and
challenges players of all ages to hit targets – either a basket
or object target – to complete a hole.
The transformed green space renovations, which are valued
at more than $4,000, will provide a new, more inclusive
outdoor recreation option and foster a greater sense of
community for Belle Plaine’s 6,000 plus residents.
Project EverGreen’s “Healthy Turf. Healthy Kids.” is a
nationwide initiative to renovate and revitalize parks and
athletic fields to ensure children have access to safe managed
green spaces on which to play and exercise. Yards, parks
and athletic fields not only promote a healthier lifestyle but
contribute to economic growth, community development
and benefit the environment. For more information on how
you can start a revitalization project in your community,
visit www.ProjectEverGreen.org or call 877.758.4835.
Ken Edwards Named President
of Deep South Turf Expo
The Deep South Turf Expo will return to Biloxi this
year on October 11-13 with Ken Edwards as President.
Edwards is Sports Field Manager for the Gulfport
Sportsplex, a large municipal multi-use sports complex
in Gulfport, MS. He has been an integral part of the
complex since its construction in 1999. Last year's
inaugural Expo proved a great success with support from
throughout the Southeast. This year's schedule has been
tweaked to maximize exposure of the Exhibitors and again
provide an outstanding educational line-up for attendees.
The Expo will offer breakout sessions in Professional
Development, Professional Pesticide Usage and Safety,
Soil and Water Management, Golf Turf, Sports Turf and
Lawn Care, Landscape and Sod Production.
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CLASSIFIED ADS
CALL TEXAS SOD FOR ALL YOUR SOD NEEDS: New and
used equipment; Parts for all Sod Equipment; Netting, Harvester Tarps,
Trimble GPS Equipment, Sod Staples, Truck Tarps and much more.
Contact: 888-246-4268 or www.TexasSod.com.

FOR SALE: 2004 Trebro Harvestak on John Deere 6220. Trebro
harvestak in good working condition with 3975 hours. Asking $69,000
USD. Pictures available. Contact: Corey Jespersen, 780-220-4590 or
sprucegrovesod@gmail.com.

SALES MIDWEST: Several good used little roll, slab,
big roll, and auto-stacking harvesters for sale. New & Used
Donkey, Brouwer, Kesmac, MasterCraft, First Products,
Progressive & Stec brand equipment. We also offer a full line of
parts, Poly Tubes, Cardboard Tubes, Degradable Big Roll Netting,
Degradable Field Net & a variety of harvester & mower blades.
New & Used Equipment Contact: Sales Midwest Inc. at
800.385.9408, 913.254.9560 or www.salesmidwest.com.
Contact: Diversified Asset Solutions at 888.888.8133, 913.829.5622
or twollesen@assetbids.com. Get Registered for Our On-line Turf
Auctions – Held Online at: www.assetbids.com.

FOR SALE: 2004 Trebro HarveStack mounted on a
John Deere 6220 4WD tractor, approximately 4400 hours.
Shed kept, well maintained, ready to go to work: $78,000
REDUCED TO $58,000. Contact: Ferdie Schmitt at 516-527-5753.

FOR SALE: Selling approximately 100,000 square feet of Penncross
bentgrass sod. 95% pure, maintained at .150” on USGA spec base—
Golf course is out of business, located in Worthington, MN—
southwestern MN on I-90. Selling price .70¢ per square foot.
Contact: Kevin Black @ 507-329-2223.
EQUIPMENT FOR SALE: New Holland TG230 field tractor; (2)
Kawasaki Mule 550; (3) Irrigation pumps (2 stationary, 1 trailered);
Vicon 500 gal. sprayer with 66-ft. Roger's Innovative windfoil boom;
Vicon 365 gal. sprayer with 20' boom; (2) Land Pride 10-ft. Primary
seeders; (1) Brillion primary seeder; Kubota Hydraulic verti-cut 7 gang;
Big roll washer; Eversman 1650 Box Scraper; Reynolds Earth Scraper
6C; 32-ft. Alloway/Rau Seedbetter finisher; Harrel on-land switch
plow 8 bottom; Case/IH disc 19-ft. 6-in.; Modus T frame with finisher
& slicer; (7) 3 point big roll sod installers; VibroNetter netting installer;
Landpride RCP2560 Ditch mower; Kubota M7030 4WD turf; Kubota
M6030 with Loader; (2) Kubota M4030 turf; Toro 3100 triplex with
groomers (also verti-cut gangs); Turf roller 3-gang pull-behind 18-ft.
17,000 lb.; Trail King Princeton trailer; large inventory of Wade Rain
5-in. x 40-ft. Poweroll 48-in. wheels and movers; 3" solid set pipe for
10 acres. Refer to www.hubersodsale.com for current list and prices.
Contact: huberranch@aol.com, John Huber at 219-765-0285.

FOR SALE: Flatbeds with forklift kits. We have (35) new
38’ and 45’ x 102’ Manac, Direct and Clark trailers in stock
with 75 more on order. We have all steel with wood floors,
12 winches, headboards, LED lights, combo forklift kits, Moffett,
Princeton, Navigator and Palfinger. Steel disc wheels, air ride slides,
fixed air rides and spring slides. If we do not have what you want we
can have it built in as little as eight weeks. Contact: Bill Israel,
404-324-7191 or email bill.israel@northstar-trailer.com.
FOR SALE: 2004 Trebro Harvester on John Deere 6220
with only 6,200 hours. Well maintained, shed kept, ready
to go to work. Maintenance records, videos and pictures
available. Asking $54,900. Contact: Don at dschlup@scienturfic.com or
303-598-2874.
FOR SALE: Trebro Harvestack 2007, Hours: 3,084, Tractor: John
Deere 6330, 2007 Trebro HS-328, Purchased in April 2009 with
236 hours, reduced from $87,295 USD to $79,000 USD. If you have
any questions please feel free to call. Contact: Alexandre Bastien at
450.477.006.

Visit www.TurfGrassSod.org to view pictures. When
viewing the electronic version please click on the icons
above to be directed to the advertiser’s supplied picture.

TPI CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING– TARGETED TO TURFGRASS PRODUCERS WORLDWIDE
Buying or selling equipment, supplies, properties, or looking for employment opportunities?
TPI classified advertising is the answer! Reach your target market with a low cost classified ad in Turf News magazine and the TPI website
at www.TurfGrassSod.org. All classified ads are posted to the TPI website & featured in the matching Turf News issue for one low rate!

Premier Classiﬁed Advertising!
With the Premier Classified Advertising option you can add one photograph to your website ad! The electronic version of
Turf News will link the reader directly to your ad on TPI’s website. Readers of the print version will be able to view your ad with picture by
going to www.TurfGrassSod.org.
Classified Ad Rates:
TPI Member $200….…....Non-member $275
Premier Classified Ad: TPI Member $225………..Non-member $300
Rates are determined in one-inch vertical increments. Please estimate approximately 65 words per inch. Photos are limited to the website
and one photograph per ad.
Deadline: 30-days prior to Turf News issue date (e.g., September/October Turf News issue, ad is due by August 1.)
Payment: Classified ads are to be paid in advance—we accept check or Visa, MasterCard & AmEx.
Contact: Please send your classified ad to Geri Hannah via fax 847-649-5678; email ghannah@TurfGrassSod.org or regular mail to:
Turfgrass Producers International, 2 East Main Street, East Dundee, IL 60118 U.S.A.
All classified ads are subject to review; TPI does not endorse any ad and reserves the right to edit or decline any ad.
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WELCOME NEW & RETURNING MEMBERS
William Frye
Greyoak Lane LLC
5400 Harrodsburg Rd.
Nicholasville, KY 40356
859-806-8000
willfrye@gmail.com

Brad Pack
Farmington Equipment
580 E. 400 North
Bountiful, UT 84010
801-301-8873
brad@packfarms.com

Willard Wagner
Wagner Sod Co.
8150 Courthouse Blvd. Ct.
Inver Grove Heights, MN 55077
651-457-6037
wagnersod@aol.com

Ross Fleming
Fleming Farms Turf
5351 Lombardy Lane
Klamath Falls, OR 97603
541-891-1458
fleming farmsrf@gmail.com

Dwane Smith
Brazos Valley Grass
PO Box 190
Cresson, TX 76035
817-279-6020
dwanesmith1@windstream.net

Roderick Graf von Beust
BayernRasen
Unterhandenzhofen 3
D-85247 Schwabhausen
GERMANY
49 +813-869-7550
info@bayernrasen.de

Adrian Pitsikas
Greenacres Turf Farm
Lot 503 Henderson Road
Serpentine, W. Australia 6125
AUSTRALIA
61+8 9525-2400
adrian@greenacresturfgroup.com.au

Del Flores
Del’s Nursery & Landscape Inc.
7355 Leslie Road
San Antonio, TX 78254
210-681-2744
delsgrassfarm@msn.com

VINTAGE EQUIPMENT WANTED
Do you have some vintage equipment that you’d like
to show off to your fellow TPI members? The 50 &
Fabulous planning committee is working on the details
for interested members to show these items in Tampa.
There is ample space at the Saddlebrook Resort for static
displays, inside or out. If you’d like to demonstrate a piece
of vintage equipment, plans are being made to make that
part of the Field Day.
So put on your thinking cap, look around your facility and see
what you might have that you’d like to bring to Tampa. Let
the newcomers see some of the equipment that was the best
to be had back in the good old days and bring back memories
for those who have been around as long as they have.

Also: If you have any old pictures you’d like to share,
please contact the TPI office.
Watch for more details in your enewsletter and the next
issue of Turf News.
Photo courtesy of Jim Novak.
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TURF INDUSTRY CALENDAR
JULY
July 9—12
AmericanHort – Cultivate’16
Greater Columbus Convention Center, Columbus, OH
Contact: http://cultivate16.org/index.cfm
July 10—12
Legislative Day on the Hill
Washington, DC
Contact: https://www.landscapeprofessionals.org/nalp/nalp/advocacy/
legislative-day-on-the-hill.aspx
July 14
Washington Association of Landscape Professionals — 2016 Field Day
JB Instant Lawn, Redmond, WA
Contact: 425-967-0729; info@walp.org
July 17—19
2016 Texas Turfgrass Conference
Hyatt Hill Country Resort, Lost Pines, TX
Contact: www.texasturf.com
July 19—21
2016 Wisconsin Farm Technology Days
Snudden Farms, Lake Geneva, WI
Contact: http://www.wifarmtechnologydays.com/
July 20
Nebraska Turfgrass Research Field Day
Lincoln, NE
Contact: www.nebraskaturfgrass.com
July 28
Iowa State University Field Day
ISU Turfgrass Research Station
Contact: 515-635-0306 or Iowaturfgrass.org/events.htm

AUGUST
August 2 & 3
2016 Rutgers Turfgrass Research Field Days
August 2 – Hort Farm 2, N. Brunswick, NJ
August 3 – Adelphia Farm, Freehold, NJ
Contact: http://njta.wildapricot.org/
August 4
UGA Turfgrass Field Day
UGA Griffin Campus, Griffin, GA
Contact: https://urbanagcouncil.com/uga-turfgrass-field-day-august-4/
August 4
Kansas Turfgrass Foundation—Annual Field Day
Rock Ford Turfgrass Research Center, Manhattan, KS
Contact: (785) 532-6173; cdipman@ksu.edu
August 9
Ohio Turfgrass Foundation—Field Day
Columbus, OH
Contact: http://www.ohioturfgrass.org/events/event_list.asp
August 10—11
Penn State Turf & Ornamentals Field Days
Joseph Valentice Turfgrass Research Center, University Park Campus
Contact: http://paturf.org/events/penn-state-turf-and-ornamentalsfield-days-2016-2
August 14—17
VIII CICES – Congreso Iberoamericano de Control de Erosion
Cartagena de Indias, Colombia
Contact: http://viiicices.org/

August 17
Colorado Sports Turf Managers Association — 2016 Summer Seminar
Broomfield County Commons Park, Broomfield, CO
Contact: http://www.ci.broomfield.co.us/Facilities/Facility/Details/9
August 22—25
StormCon
Indiana Convention Center, Indianapolis, IN
Contact: www.stormcon.com
August 22—26
3rd World Conference of World Association of Soil
& Water Conservation
Belgrade, Serbia
Contact: http://3rdwaswacconference.sfb.bg.ac.rs/venue.html
August 28—30
Turf Australia – NxGen 2016 (IE under 40)
Perth, Western Australia
Contact: (02) 4588 5735; admin@turfaustralia.com.au
August 31—September 1
The Southern Nursery Association (SNA)
SE Green Landscape Conference
The Classic Center, Athens, GA
Contact: http://www.segreen.org/

SEPTEMBER
September 15—17
The Landscape Show
Orange County Convention Center, Orlando, FL
Contact: http://www.fngla.org/
September 19—21
AmericanHort – Plug & Cutting Conference
Sheraton Carlsbad Resort & Spa, Carlsbad, CA
Contact: http://americanhort.org/AH/Events___Programs/2016/
Plug___Cutting/plug_cut_home.aspx
September 20—22
23rd Annual Chapter Conference, Workshop & Trade Exposition
Double Tree by Hilton Hotel, Annapolis, MD
Contact: http://macieca.org/events/
September 26—28
FTGA 64th Annual Conference & Show
Innisbrook Golf & Spa, Palm Harbor, FL
Contact: www.ftga.org
September 28—30
2016 EPT Farm Tour in Italy
Kalidria Hotel Spa – Castellaneta Marina, TA, Italy
Contact: http://turfgrassproducers.eu/2016farmtour/
September 29—30
Oklahoma Nursery and Landscape Association
Annual Convention & Trade Show – Connecting the Dots
Cox Convention Center, Oklahoma City, OK
Contact: 405-945-6737; info@oknla.org

FEBRUARY
February 20—23
Turfgrass Producers International – Celebrating 50 Years
2017 International Education Conference & Field Day
Saddlebrook Resort, Tampa, FL
Contact: 847-649-5555

For additional calendar items, visit www.TurfGrassSod.org. If you are planning an industry event
of interest to our readers please send the information to ghannah@TurfGrassSod.org and put “Industry Calendar” in the subject line.
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