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Registration Discount Deadline

Registration Deadline

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 16, 2022

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 10, 2023

ON PRESIDENTIAL GROUND

$150/PERSON

(all ages)

9AM-4PM

Optional Tours

6-7PM

Women in Turf Reception

7-8PM

President’s Reception

10:10-11AM

Ways to Improve Your Brand and Market Presence
Laurie dePhillips

Turfgrass and Sports Presentation
Dr. Chase Straw

11:10AM-12PM

Drones in Sod Dr. Jing Zhang and Dr. Jerome Maleski

Government Relations Update Casey Reynolds, PhD

FREE

12-1:30PM

ABM & Plated Lunch TPI Board Members

1:45-2:35PM

Sod Checkoff Discussion Casey Reynolds, PhD

2:45-3:45PM

Your Mental Health Matters: Managing Stress in Turbulent Time Nabil El-Ghoroury, PhD

4-5PM

New TPI Board Member Show & Tell Eric Hjort, Tater Farms and Adam Russell, MVP Genetics

5:30-9:00PM

Sponsor Showcase Reception

OPTIONAL TOURS
(all ages)

Meetup

Opening Keynote: How To Keep Your Top Talent From Becoming Someone Else’s Lisa Ryan

$1095
$100 TLI DONATION
$1295
$200 TLI DONATION
$109.50
$50
FREE

$150/PERSON

4-8PM

9-10AM

$995

BELLE ME ADE HIS TORIC SITE + WINERY

Event Registration

Past Presidents Breakfast by invitation only

MEMBER
MEMBER TLI SONGWRITER SHOWCASE
NON-MEMBER
NON-MEMBER TLI SONGWRITER SHOWCASE
YOUTH (AGES 5-16)
YOUTH TLI SONGWRITER SHOWCASE
CHILD (4 AND UNDER)

(all ages)

8AM-8PM

7:30-8:30AM

ONSITE

$150/PERSON

Event Registration

$1195
$150
$1395
$250
$119.50

ADVANCED

A MUSICAL JOURNEY

4-8PM

Event Registration

EARLY BIRD

FREE

monday

7:30AM-12PM

TURFGRASS PRODUCER REGISTRATION

$99.50

SUnday

tuesday

2023 REGISTRATION RATES

$1195

AGENDA

WEDNesday
REGIST

W
ER NO

https://registration.socio.events/e/tpiwinter2023

THE CONFERENCE PACKAGE INCLUDES:
Access to All Educational Sessions
Monday President’s Reception
Tuesday Lunch
Tuesday Dinner in the Exhibit Hall

7:30-8:30AM

Inspirational Prayer Message Brett Boesch

7:30-9AM

Sponsor Showcase

9-10AM

Business Succession Planning Lance Woodberry

10:10-11AM

TPI Member Panel Discussion on Labor Laurie Griffen, Sarasota Sod, Randy Jasperson, Jasperson Sod Farm
and Gordon Millar, Ren Hen Turf Farm

11:10AM-12PM

TPI Innovation Series and Closing Remarks Sarah Nolte, Blue Grass Enterprises, Inc., Scott DeBuck,
New Lawn Sod Farm, Inc., and Graham Simmons, Woerner Farms

EDUCATION SESSIONS
TUESD

AY

9-10AM | KEYNOTE ADDRESS: HOW TO KEEP YOUR TOP TALENT FROM BECOMING SOMEONE ELSE’S

1:45-2:35PM | SOD CHECKOFF DISCUSSION

The raging war for talent combined with a shrinking candidate pool makes is critical for organizational leaders
to figure out how to keep their top employees from leaving. Creating a workplace culture that works means
that implementing new ideas and effective ways of engaging with team members. With an engaged workforce,
employees work harder, have fewer safety incidents, and are more loyal and profitable to their employer.

Members of the U.S. Natural Grass Sod Industry have put forth a research and promotion program, aka “checkoff
program”, for sod that could go up for voting as soon as 2023. This session will cover the details of the program,
current progress and updates, and what it could mean for the industry if passed. Agricultural research and
promotion programs have a proven history of improving the market position of a commodity by expanding markets,
increasing demand, conducting market and scientific research, and promoting industry initiatives and activities.

During this session, we explore a six-step process that gives the participants the tools they need and can use
immediately. Attendees will learn from the content, share with each other, and discuss the best practices they
use to create a workplace culture that attracts and retains the very top employees while increasing profitability,
productivity and reducing downtime.
By attending this program, participants will:
• Discover the five contributing factors to lead to employee engagement
• Drive the creation of productivity-enhancing ideas by providing a safe environment for employees to fail
• Identify the top three management actions that create an employee’s emotional connection to the organization
• Explore the biggest drivers of job satisfaction and discuss strategies for implementation

10:10-11:10AM | WAYS TO IMPROVE YOUR BR AND AND MARKE T PRESENCE
A positive first impression is important, right? These days, how you show up online is the first impression your
company makes, so you want to make it count. Your website serves as your digital portfolio, a gateway into your
business, and how and where you show up online builds trust and credibility in your brand. In this presentation,
Laurie DePhillips, Director of Client Success with CLUTCH, will highlight how to put your best foot forward in the
digital space through your website and online presence positioning your brand as a trusted leader in your industry.

2:45-3:45PM | YOUR MENTAL HEALTH MAT TERS: MANAGING STRESS IN TURBULENT TIMES
The past two and a half years have seen tremendous and unpredictable changes. Between the pandemic, the
fragility of the supply chain, quickly rising inflation, extreme weather and more, people are getting more and more
stressed. This session will provide you with evidence based stress management strategies to help you cope with
these challenges and more. The session will start with an overview of how stress can affect both your mind and
body. You will learn numerous self-care and wellness strategies that can help you manage your stress. Finally, we
will conclude with learning the types of symptoms that might indicate the need for formal assistance from licensed
professionals. The goal of this session is to arm you with techniques to help you manage your stress during
turbulent times.

WEDNE

S D AY

9-10AM | BUSINESS SUCCESSION PL ANNING
Succession is a challenge for almost all family-owned businesses. A combination of family relationships,
management skills and knowledge, and ownership interests, create a complex — and sometimes combustible
— organizational dynamic. This session will offer ways to frame the conversations you need to have, and suggest
priorities, methods, and techniques that will aid in your journey to successfully transition the family business.

11:10AM-12PM | DRONES IN SOD
Dr Zhang and Dr Maleski will discuss robotics in agriculture. This discussion will focus on using drones for field
scouting in sod farms, assessing flood damage, inventory, turf health, weed mapping, etc.

10:10-11:10AM | TPI MEMBER PANEL DISCUSSION ON L ABOR
This session will focus on labor issues the industry is facing at the moment. TPI members will share their
experiences and how they are working through the challenges surrounding labor and innovation.

11:10AM-12PM | GOVERNMENT REL ATIONS UPDATE
This session will cover TPI’s current and future legislative efforts to positively impact our industry through working
with various regulatory agencies including the USDA Farm Service Agency, the Environmental Protection Agency,
and more. Attend this session to learn more about impending regulatory changes, what it means for sod farmers,
and what TPI is doing to make sure our voice is heard.

11:10AM-12PM | TPI INNOVATION SERIES
Join us as TPI Member Farms share their favorite innovative farming practices that contribute to the immense
success of their operations. These lightening sessions will give you new ideas to bring back to your operation.

DR. CASEY REYNOLDS | E XECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF TPI

EDUCATION SPEAKERS

Dr. Casey Reynolds has been the Executive Director of TPI since May 2017, and prior to that he served as Assistant
Professor & Extension Specialist at Texas A&M University and as a researcher at North Carolina State University. He is
a passionate advocate for the many benefits of natural grass in urban and suburban environments worldwide. Since
joining TPI in 2017, he has been the author or co-author of over 200 written publications and an invited speaker at over
60 events in 5 countries and 14 U.S. states.

L AURIE DEPHILLIPS | DIRECTOR OF CLIENT SUCCESS WITH CLUTCH
With over 15 years of experience in strategic marketing, Laurie has successfully helped companies improve brand awareness, increase
conversion and sales, and build customer loyalty. She has designed, executed, and measured many successful marketing plans and
campaigns across a wide variety of industries including agriculture, technology, manufacturing, automotive and insurance.

ADAM RUSSELL | VICE PRESIDENT OF MVP GENE TICS
Adam Russell is the Vice President of MVP Genetics. His past experience includes work in sports turf, golf course
construction, & golf course maintenance. A University of Georgia graduate in Landscape Architecture, past President of
The Alliance for Low-Input Sustainable Turf (A-LIST), and 12-year veteran of the turfgrass industry, he resides in Cumming,
GA with his wife Sarah & their 3 children.

NABIL EL-GHOROURY, PHD, CAE | LICENSED PSYCHOLOGIS T AND PRINCIPAL AT E XECUTIVE THER APY & CONSULTING
Nabil El-Ghoroury, PhD, CAE, is a licensed psychologist and principal at Executive Therapy & Consulting, where he conducts telehealth
psychotherapy to leaders and executives in over 30 states and speaks to associations and businesses. Prior to launching his practice,
he served as Executive Director of the California Association of Marriage and Family Therapists and as the Director of the American
Psychological Association of Graduate Students at the American Psychological Association. Nabil’s topics of expertise include stress
management and self-care for the CEO, transforming work culture, and health disparities in autism. He is bilingual (English/Spanish) and
has spoken on five continents. Nabil earned his PhD in clinical psychology from Binghamton University and is licensed in Ohio and Virginia.
You can find more information about Nabil at http://www.executivetherapy.solutions.

L AURIE K. GRIFFEN | SAR ATOGA SOD FARM, INC.
Laurie and her husband Steve own and operate their family’s Saratoga Sod Farm, Inc. in Stillwater, New York. In addition to producing and
selling its high quality turfgrass products, Saratoga Sod also provides sod installation services, seed and fertilizer products, the Big Yellow
Bag garden soil product, and belongs to the Harmony group of growers. Additionally, Saratoga Sod grows 600 acres of soybeans and corn as
part of their crop rotation. A graduate of Cornell University, and the LEAD NY Agricultural Leadership Program, Laurie oversees office, dispatch,
logistics and sales operations on a daily basis. In addition, Laurie serves on the Board of Directors of Farm Credit East as Board Chair, on the
Town of Saratoga Planning Board as Vice Chair, as Co-Chair of the Schuyler Park Committee, on the NY Farm Bureau Labor Committee, and
as Trustee of her Church. When not working, Laurie enjoys spending time with her family, boating and relaxing on the Hudson River, skiing,
biking, traveling, to name a few fun activities. Laurie and Steve are the proud parents of Alexandra (30), Will (24) and Luke (15).

ERIC HJORT | PRESIDENT OF TATER FARMS LLC
Eric Hjort is the President of Tater Farms LLC, a sod and citrus operation in Northeast Florida. Tater Farms manages over 6,000 acres
growing St. Augustine, Zoysia, Bermuda and Bahia grasses. Tater Farms services landscapers, builders, and homeowners. Services
include delivery, installation, and Retail locations.

R ANDALL JASPERSON | JASPERSON SOD, INC.
Randall Jasperson, along with his son, Mark, and son-in-law, Ryan, own and operate Jasperson Sod, Inc. This 3 rd generation sod farm
in Wisconsin runs 1,500 acres and produces roughly 800 acres of sod and 700 acres of corn and soybeans yearly. Jasperson Sod
Farm employs approximately 35 full- and part-time employees. Of those employees, 10 are hired through the H2A program as truck
drivers, farm workers, and one mechanic.

JEROME MALESKI | SENIOR RESE ARCH ASSOCIATE IN THE DEPARTMENT OF CROP & SOIL SCIENCE
AT THE UNIVERSIT Y OF GEORGIA IN TIF TON
Jerome Maleski is a senior research associate in the Department of Crop & Soil Science at the University of Georgia in Tifton. He earned his
B.S. (Physics) at Pennsylvania State University and his Ph.D. (Agricultural and Biological Engineering) at University of Florida. Dr. Maleski has
experience in computer modeling, remote sensing and hydrology. His current research focus is on the application of robotics and computer
vision to agriculture.

SAR AH NOLTE | BUSINESS MANAGER FOR BLUE GR ASS ENTERPRISES
Sarah Nolte is the Business Manager for Blue Grass Enterprises, Inc. in Cedar Rapids, IA. A 3rd generation sod farmer, Sarah is
passionate about all things sciency, educationy, and punny. We she isn’t working, Sarah loves to go on adventures with her husband
and four year old daughter.

LISA RYAN | PRESIDENT AND FOUNDER OF GR ATEGY
Lisa Ryan has more than 20 years of experience in marketing, training, and sales. She has worked in a variety of industries,
including manufacturing, healthcare, and executive recruiting. She is President and Founder of Grategy®, a Cleveland
based firm specializing in employee engagement, retention, and recognition using gratitude strategies (Grategies) for
personal and professional development.
Lisa’s work experience and research in employee engagement and cultural transformation give her a unique perspective
for retaining top talent. An active member of The National Speakers Association, Lisa has been featured in Speaker
Magazine as an expert advisor, writes articles for several newsletters and online publications, and speaks regularly for
several colleges and universities

GR AHAM SIMMONS | DIRECTOR OF TURFGR ASS PRODUCTION FOR WOERNER FARMS
Graham Simmons is the Director of Turfgrass Production at Woerner Farms. With a little over 10 years in the turfgrass
industry, Graham currently oversees our production at farms in South Alabama and North Florida.

DR. CHASE STR AW | ASSIS TANT PROFESSOR AT TE X AS A&M UNIVERSIT Y
Dr. Chase Straw is an Assistant Professor in the Department of Soil and Crop Sciences turfgrass program at Texas A&M
University and Texas A&M AgriLife Research. A native of Frankfort, Kentucky, Straw earned his Bachelor of Science degree
in Plant and Soil Sciences (Turfgrass Science) from the University of Kentucky. He then went on to earn both his Master of
Science and Ph.D. in Crop and Soil Science (Turfgrass Science) from the University of Georgia. Straw is a member of the
International Society of Precision Agriculture, Turfgrass Producers International (TPI), Crop Science Society of America (CSSA),
the Sports Field Managers Association (SFMA) and the Golf Course Superintendents Association of America (GCSAA).

L ANCE WOODBURY | PARTNER AT K-COE ISOM
Lance Woodbury, a partner at KCoe Isom, a food and agricultural consulting firm, provides facilitation and mediation
services to family-owned enterprises working through communication and conflict, succession and strategic planning,
family giving, estate planning and governance. He co-founded The Progress Coach program to provide executivelevel education as participants navigate the othership, management and relational systems in a family business. Lance
has authored two books on family business and teaches Family Business Management at The Executive Program for
Agricultural Producers (TEPAP) at Texas A&M University. He serves on the board of the Plains State Bank, the advisory
board of Cedar Holdings in Indiana, and is a Trustee of the Finnup Foundation in Garden City, Kansas. He currently resides
in Kansas City with his wife, Dana, and their three children.

DR. JING ZHANG | SENIOR RESE ARCH ASSOCIATE IN THE DEPARTMENT OF CROP AND SOIL SCIENCES
AT THE UNIVERSIT Y OF GEORGIA IN TIF TON
Dr. Jing Zhang is a Senior Research Associate in the Department of Crop and Soil Sciences at the University of Georgia Tifton
Campus. She earned her Ph.D. in Horticultural Sciences from the University of Florida in 2014. During her doctoral research,
Dr. Zhang worked on understanding water use and physiological responses of warm-season turfgrass under drought and
shade. On the current position, she served as Co-PI/PI on several collaborative projects funded by USDA-NIFA and USDAARS. She seeks to advance the application of remote sensing and image-based plant phenotyping in specialty crops such
as turfgrass and row crops such as peanut and sorghum. In addition, her research interests include the application of remote
sensing and computer vision for precision crop management. She has published 22 refereed journal articles and 4 trade
articles, and has 1 book chapter in press.

OPTIONAL ACTIVITIES
Each tour must reach a minimum number of registrations to proceed. There will be no onsite
registrations for optional activities. Register by February 1 to guarantee your spot.

ACCOMMODATIONS

GAYLORD OPRYLAND RESORT & CONVENTION CENTER
2800 OPRYLAND DR
NASHVILLE, TN 37214

A MUSICAL JOURNEY $150/PERSON
The Country Music Hall of Fame and Museum boasts 350,000 square feet of dynamic state-ofthe-art galleries, archival storage, education, retail, and special event spaces. Here guests can get
an in-depth look at the people, places and instruments that have contributed to the development
of country music though visual and interactive experiences. Once you have had your fill of country
music history, head on out to the famous Broadway Street to experience Nashville first-hand.
Departure time: 12:30pm | Return time: 4pm

BELLE MEADE HISTORIC SITE + WINERY $150/PERSON
As one of the largest thoroughbred horse farms in the South, Belle Meade Historic Site & Winery
became the epicenter for entertaining guests from presidents to generals to statesmen. It is in that
well-established tradition that Belle Meade welcomes guests today. Guests will be treated to a
guided tour of the 1853 Greek Revival mansion followed by a wine tasting and free time to explore
the expansive grounds, gardens, outbuildings, outdoor game court and gift shops.
Departure time: 12pm | Return time: 4pm

ON PRESIDENTIAL GROUND $150/PERSON
It’s Presidents Day! Take time to visit The Hermitage, the home of Andrew Jackson and the fourth
most-visited presidential homes in the nation. See how America’s history was shaped in Nashville’s
backyard as you learn more about an era, a people, and a leader who helped shape a young
nation’s future. Take in the Greek revival-style mansion where Jackson and his family lived. Stroll
through the grounds, wander the gardens fit for a First Lady, and learn more about Jackson’s early
life through presidency. The Hermitage is a National Historic Landmark standing on 1,120 acres of
rolling meadows and woodlands. The tour includes a short introductory film and guided tour of The
Hermitage mansion, with free time to explore the grounds with audio tour including the garden,
Jackson’s tomb, and the original cabins at your leisure.
Departure time: 1pm | Return time: 4pm

Please note that all tours required you to be outside at times. Dress appropriately.

TIONS
R E S E R VA
TPI has negotiated with Gaylord
Opryland Resort & Convention Center
to offer a special room rate of $239 USD
for single or double occupancy*. All
rates are subject to state and city taxes.
To reserve a room, go to

www.TurfGrassSod.org and select the
hotel reservation link under the event tab
or call the Gaylord Opryland Resort &
Convention Center at (615) 889-1000.

Be sure to tell them you are with
Turfgrass Producers International (TPI)
to receive the discounted rate.

*Reservations must be made at the Gaylord Opryland Resort & Convention Center by January 27, 2023.
Please note that once the room block is full, the rate and/or room may no longer be available, even if
prior to January 27, 2023 so be sure to make your reservations early.

THE LAWN INSTITUTE SONGWRITERS SHOWCASE
SPONSORED BY MAGNUM
FEBRUARY 20, 2023 • 8PM
Join us for the 2023 TLI Fundraiser event Monday, February 20 at 8pm. This Songwriters
Showcase sponsored by Magnum will bring you closer to country music than ever before. Listen
to the personal stories and hear the songs you love in their original form from the songwriters,
The Warren Brothers!
The Warren Brothers are a songwriting duo that have written hits for Tim McGraw, Faith Hill, Taylor
Swift, Toby Keith, Keith Urban, Martina McBride, Dierks Bentley, Jason Aldean, Blake Shelton,
Chris Young to name a few. They started as recording artists and made 3 records for BNA records.
Their sense of humor has landed them a series on CMT, celebrity judges on “Nashville Star”, part
time radio personalities, and they’ve even had a few film cameos. They won a daytime Emmy for
outstanding original song for “Good Afternoon America”. They were Nominated for a Grammy
for Best Country Song “If You’re Reading This” (Tim McGraw) and CMA Song of the Year “Anyway”
(Martina McBride).

TLI SONGWRITERS SHOWCASE SPONSORED BY MAGNUM

TICKET OPTIONS

Songwriter Showcase sponsored by Magnum tickets go on sale November 7, 2022, at 9am. There
are three fantastic options for seating VIP Lounge, VIP Table, and General Admission. VIP Lounge
and VIP Table packages are limited and sold on a first-come-serve basis.

VIP LOUNGE PACKAGE

VIP TABLE PACKAGE

GENERAL ADMISSION

Five Concert Tickets

Four Concert Tickets

One Concert Ticket

Preferred Seating
One couch

$3,500

Two Lounge Chairs
VIP Bar Access
One drink ticket per ticket
VIP Wristbands

THANK YOU TO OUR
2023 SPONSORS

One Table with
four chairs

$2,000

Preferred Seating

General Admission
Seating
One drink ticket

$100
$200
$50

VIP Bar Access
One drink ticket per ticket
VIP Wristbands

Children 4 and under are free.

MEMBERS
AGES 17+
NONMEMBERS
YOUTH
AGES 5-16

